MINUTES OF INKBERROW PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE PAVILION, SANDS ROAD, ON 15TH APRIL, 2015
Present:  Councillors Anthony Hopkins (Chairman), Christopher Burdett, Elizabeth Collins, Rodger Fooks, Dinah Griffin, Richard Jordan, Jane Neal and Mrs. Audrey Steel.
In attendance:  Janet Cresswell Clerk, Cathy Wright Press Officer.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.   Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Robin Lunn.

DEMOCRATIC FIFTEEN MINUTES PUBLIC REPORTS/QUESTION TIME.   It was noted that the ICC were responsible for the parking lining at the Village Hall.   Cncllr Fooks will contact ICC regarding the “keep clear” markings.   

Members were reminded that 2015 is a very significant year and in line with “Libertise National Launch” on Sunday 5th July, cream teas would be served on The Green from 3pm – 4.30.

3203.   ALLOTMENTS.   Mr. W. Probert reported there were no problems at present with the water supply, but as the allotments became more popular attention would need to be given to the driveway in the near future.   The two vacant lots had been filled from names on the waiting list and work was well under way.   The “no dogs” sign had been lost and there was a nuisance with dogs off leads on the allotments with dog owners who were not tenants.   A reminder that dogs were not allowed on the allotments, other than dogs under the control of plot holders would be placed in Whats On.   Chairman thanked Mr. Probert for his continued support.
3204.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.   Councillor Mrs. Audrey Steel declared a non pecuniary interest in item 11, request for sponsorship of 2015 Village Horse and Dog Show, and signed the Declarations of interest book.   Cncllr. Elizabeth Collins declared a non pecuniary interest in the Bo Peep Nursery application for discretionary rural rate relief and signed the Declaration of Interest book.

3205.  MINUTES.   The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Parish Council meeting held on 18th March 2015 had been circulated and it was AGREED they should be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
3206.   PROGRESS REPORTS.
Highways.   It was agreed the VAS sign at Holberrow Green needed to be moved to a more efficient site.   A post already in situ in the ownership of the CC would be ideal, but presently was not safely erected.   DC Councillor Clive Holt thought there would not be a problem using this site and would enquire if the post could be made stable enough for VAS use.   Erosion of the verge surrounding the Memorial seat at Holberrow Green continued.   Clerk would enquire of CC if a full height kerb could be installed.
Clerk would report the potholes along Priory Piece to the industrial estate.   It was reported that although the chevron on the Worcester bend appeared to work, there could be a problem with the battery.   The CC quoted £450 plus VAT for the chevron’s overhaul.   A second quote was awaited.

Clerk would ask CC to follow up the problem of damage to grass verges and blocking of pavements related to the building site on the main road.   A number of the lengths of pavement through the village were in bad repair.   Clerk would advise Cncllr. Clive Holt details.   Problems of overhanging shrubs and hedges were still a problem for pedestrians.   A note would again be placed in Whats On asking householders to check their boundaries prior to the Lengthsman being directed to cut back the offending growth for the safety of pedestrians.

Neighbourhood Plans.   It was noted that the production of NP’s was becoming simpler and less demanding.   Conservation Area.   Nothing further had been reported.   Repairs to Village Hall Over Spill Car Park.   The suggestion of a barrier at the entrance had not been agreed by all the Clubs.   Damage still was experienced with coaches turning in the car parks and Clerk would write to NN Cresswell Coaches requesting that this practice ceases.    Costs of a full repair and resurface was beyond PC means, but it was hoped that the 106 Agreement money might be available at some stage to be used to resurface the overspill car park.   Cllr. Mrs. Steel will take this up at District level and in the meantime permission was given for Cncllrs. Anthony Hopkins and Christopher Burdett to hire a roller and carry out minor repairs.   If the overspill car park was considered to be unsafe then the PC would have no alternative but to close it.    Speed Watch.   The volunteers had put their names forward and once the equipment was available the Speed Watch would be set up.   Tennis Club Lease.   No progress to report.
Responsible Finance Officer Vacancy.   It was noted that the vacancy was not required to be advertised.   It was anticipated that the vacancy would be filled in May following the end of year accounts being audited.   It was unanimously AGREED that the Chairman should contact Mr. Philip Gretton and offer him the post of RFO to Inkberrow Parish Council.   Rural Community Programme.   Cncllr. Elizabbeth Collins presented a progress report.   

3207.   POLICE REPORT.   The Police report was received.

3208.   REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR.   Apologies were received from Cncllr. Clive Holt for having to leave the meeting early.

3209.   REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.   The posts of Head of Planning and Head of Economics would both be shared between Wychavon and Malvern, thus saving £45,000 per year.   It was noted that the Localism Panel over its 2 and a half years had paid out Government money into communities in the sum of £723,000, through New Homes Bonus and 106 Agreement money and small community grants.   It was noted that the illuminated boulders on the development off Withybed Lane would be the responsibility of the householders and the development would be known as Brookfields.

3210.    FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.    The monthly balance sheet was circulated and it was AGREED the following outstanding accounts be paid:-  Clerk £407.70, PAYE (qtr ending January) £155.00, PAYE (qtr ending April) £155, Tapcast (updating web site) £504, Tapcast (internet security)£24, Tapcast (Web site hosting) £30, Siemens Financial Services (DD lease) £82.08, A. Hopkins (Snowdrop purchase for Churchyard) £123,50, Wychavon DC £89.17, Lengthsman £192, A. Hopkins (Disabled sign materials for Bowls Club) £40.   It was also AGREED  that £1000 be transferred to the current account,.
3211.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS.  It was AGREED  the following  2 planning applications be recommended for approval  00712 Mr. & Mrs. Whitcomb, Step Hill, Stockwood Lane, repairs to external stone plinth to west elevation.   00671 Mrs. Cole, 53 Pepper Street, single storey rear flat roofed ext. to form additional living accommodation to include changes to existing east elevation first floor to replace existing window with French doors with Juliette balcony.   

00743 Mrs. Neale, The Bungalow, Pinhills Farm, proposed detached garage/outbuilding.   PC unable to comment as the plans visited on line did not give a clear description of the proposal.   Clerk would ask if this could be addressed.

00687Mr. G. Valentine re New Cottage, Village Green.   Erection of single storey rear ext.   The Parish Council recommended the application be refused.    Members were concerned that the proposal is in the centre of an area of designated natural beauty being part of the Conservation Area around the Village Green.   The proposal would completely change the appearance of the Conservation Area thereby making the proposal out of character with other properties facing The Green.   
3212.   DIRECTION SIGNS, VILLAGE HALL.   Cncllr. Roger Fooks presented a suitable sign to be fixed to the Hall wall, visible upon entry to the car park.   The size was 4’ x 3’ and would cost £90 plus vat.   It was AGREED PC  would purchase following approval by the ICC.

3213.   HORSE SHOW SPONSORSHIP.   It was AGREED the PC would sponsor an event at the Inkberrow Village Horse & Dog Show in the sum of £100.

3214.   DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF.   It was AGREED the PC would support the application by Bo Peep Nursery in their application for Rural Rate Relief in the sum of £106. 25.

3215.   MILLENNIUM GREEN TRUST.   Information was received from the Trust and the Clerk was directed to write and express the sincere appreciation of the PC for the enormous amount of work the volunteers put into the upkeep of this valuable asset to the community.
3216.   CLERKS’S/MEMBERS’ REPORTS.   Permission was granted for the use of The Green for tea and cakes on the afternoon of 5th July.   A reminder would be placed in Whats On advising that dog owners who allowed their dogs to foul footpaths were breaking the law.   Complaints had been received of dogs fouling the 3 miler in particular.
Signed..........................................................................Date.......................................................

