

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 26th May 2015.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr G Jones




Mr P Hawkins



Mrs A Jones


Mr R Husband



Mr K Suttill (co-opted item 3)


 

Mr B Porter (co-opted item 3)

Ms S Rouse (Parish and District Cllr) (part meeting)



Ms H Thompson (co-opted item 3)


County Councillor Mr P Tuthill (part meeting)



8 members of the public

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr S Seymour, Mr M Gloster and Mr A Warburton.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS

None.

3. APPLICATIONS FOR CO-OPTION

Applications for co-option had been received from Mr Brian Porter, Mr Ken Suttill and Ms Hilary Thompson. Following consideration Mr Jones proposed that all three be co-opted, Mr Hawkins seconded and it was agreed unanimously. Mr Porter, Mr Suttill and Ms Thompson signed ‘declaration of acceptance of office’ forms and joined the meeting.

4. OPEN FORUM 
Concern was raised in relation to the application for the development of 32 dwellings on land to the south-west of Elmhurst Farm, focussing in particular on the ongoing stream of applications to expand the village of Leigh Sinton and the impact of this on the significant gap, the infrastructure of the village and sustainability issues. Frustration was also expressed with a planning system that assesses applications in isolation and seeks to apply urban planning criteria in a rural setting.
The chairman confirmed that whilst the parish council was only able to consider the planning applications that came before it, it had recommended refusal of all the applications for larger scale development that had been considered. When, despite this, applications had been approved, it had sought to develop an on-going, pro-active relationship with the developer in order to minimise the negative impact on the village, as in the case of Kiln Lane. He advised that the best course of action for local people was to lobby their district counsellors, lobby their MP, write to the press and make their views heard at parish council and planning committee meetings.
Another resident drew attention to the need to sustain Leigh Sinton for the future, support the village shop and pub, and build houses that enabled younger people to stay in the village. The chairman noted that 40% of properties on these developments are affordable homes, and in the case of the Cala development at Kiln Lane these would be available only to local people for the first three months. It was also noted that the development so far approved more than met the needs of the village.
Cllr Tuthill arrived at this point. The chairman thanked the residents for their input and the parish council meeting was re-convened.

5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 24th MARCH 2015

Having previously been circulated the minutes were proposed by, seconded by, and approved by all. 

6.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

a) Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Tuthill reported that the problem drain at Dingle Road would be looked at over the next couple of days. The Highways Liaison Engineer had agreed that the hedge overhanging the Malvern Road/Hereford Road junction from Malvern House, Leigh Sinton was becoming more problematic. It was noted that the owners are absent and the clerk was asked to supply Mr Brienza with their address.
Regarding the parking problems around the entrance to Clewer Croft, Cllr Tuthill reported that the highways engineer had recommended ‘no waiting’ notices.

b) Malvern Hills District Council

Cllr Rouse had not yet arrived – the item to be heard later in the meeting.
7.
PLANNING

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 28 April 2015.

Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

Hop Pole Green hedge – hedge removal – The matter is being investigated by the planning enforcement officer and a response is awaited.
Elm House Farm s106 – Ms Rouse has been in talks with MHDC planners as to why no s106 funding had been required from the developers, given that additional recreation facilities are needed in Leigh Sinton and Cala has been required to contribute s106 in relation to the Kiln Lane development. It was suggested that MHDC may have taken the view that since the district as a whole has a surplus, no additional funding is needed. If this is the case it is very disappointing since the Cala funding alone will not meet the needs of Leigh Sinton. It was agreed that in all future instances the parish council should very clearly state what s106 funds would be spent on in order to secure them.
Kiln Lane – The final detailed plan for 53 houses will go forward in July. Cala has been told that there must be a public consultation with the village regarding any additional future developments. They have agreed to put on an exhibition of any plans at the Memorial Hall and provide a website where people can comment. 
c) Planning applications received.

	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Response

	15/03
	15/00272/HOU
	Demolish existing single storey building. New two storey side extension.
	Crowcroft House

Crowcroft

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5ED
	Approval
(7 for, I abstained)
	n/a



	15/04
	14/01140/REM

(Revised)
	Application for approval of reserved matters for Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale following outline approval 13/00952/OUT for the erection of 53 dwellings and associated roads, parking and open space.
	Land at Kiln Lane

Leigh Sinton
	Refusal
	Note 1

	15/05
	15/00544/OUT

&

15/00540/OUT
	Outline application, with all matters except for access reserved, for the erection of 32 dwellings
	Land to the south west of Elmhurst Farm,

Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton,

Worcs
	Refusal
	Note 2

	15/06
	15/00276/HOU
	Alterations and extensions to existing farmhouse to include dormer windows to roof and raised roof height, link detached ancillary building and detached garage.
	Elm Hurst Farm

Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	Approval
(6 for, 1 against, 1 abstained)
	n/a

	15/07
	15/00554/FUL
	Proposal for 2 No. new dwellings.
	Bransford Acre

Leigh

WR6 5LD
	Approval
(6 for, 2 abstained)


	Note 3

	15/08
	15/00548/FUL
	Removal of existing hangar and storage building and erection of single eco hanger.
	Land at Ashfields

Leigh Sinton

Worcs
	Refusal
(6 against, 2 for)
	Note 4

	15/09
	15/00452/HOU
	Single storey kitchen/dining extension to replace existing upvc conservatory to rear of the property.
	1 Brockamin Court

Dingle Road

Leigh

WR6 5JX
	Approval
	n/a

	15/10
	15/00586/HED
	Removal of hedgerow
	Land at Norrest

U62250 Storridge to Coppice End,

Storridge

Worcs
	Refusal
	Note 5

	15/11
	15/00525/FUL
	Use of land for the siting of a single Shepherd’s Hut style caravan for holiday use
	Pigeon House Farm

Dingle Road

Leigh

WR6 5JX
	Refusal

(4 against, 2 for, I abstained)


	Note 6


Notes.      
1. The parish council recommend refusal of this application on the following grounds:

· The three storey houses are not in keeping with the character of existing properties in the village

· The number of houses with four or more bedrooms exceeds the number of properties of this size required.  They should make up no more than 30-35% of the total houses for private sale on the site.

· The proportion of large properties on the site does not reflect local need. There is a need for smaller units suitable for smaller households, first time buyers and downsizers, all of whom find it difficult to obtain suitable housing in the village.

· Access to the site via Kiln Lane is dangerous.

· It would be preferable if the affordable housing was more evenly distributed throughout the site.
2.
The parish council recommends refusal of this application on the following grounds:

· The development is in the significant gap.

· The development is over and above local need.

· The mix of housing proposed does not reflect local need, which is for smaller units suitable for downsizers and smaller households.

· Access to the site is dangerous for both drivers and pedestrians. The parish council is particularly concerned that there is no ‘right-hand turn’ lane from which to access the site from the main road, and no footpath on the development side of the road for pedestrians to walk to the village, school or bus stop.

· There is no LEAP on this or the adjoining site.

The parish council is disappointed that no s106 funding is to be forthcoming from the adjacent site and would point out that such funding is essential to meet the infrastructure needs of the growing village. 
3. In recommending approval the parish council wishes to draw attention to the fact that a drainage culvert passes through the site.  This culvert takes surface water from the road through to a deep rift in the adjacent woodland and then onto the Teme.  There have been occasions when this culvert has been blocked and flooding has occurred on the road.  A condition should be made to any planning approval to ensure this culvert is retained and maintained.
4. The parish council recommends refusal of this application on the grounds that the proposed building is of inappropriate size and use to be built on agricultural land.

5. The parish council recommends refusal of this application and requests that the age of the hedge be established and a full ecological report produced.  In the event that permission is granted we would request that the new hedge is planted and established before the existing hedge is removed, and that due attention is given to the timing of work to minimise the impact on wildlife.
6. The parish council recommends rejection of this application on the grounds that there are already two holiday lets on the site.

d) Planning decisions received from MHDC

15/00308/FUL
Erection of agricultural building

Lower Sandlin Farm

Approval

14/01567/OUT
Development of four dwellings

Bank House Bowling Club
Withdrawn
15/00238/HOU
Garage/shed



Pointers Barn


Refusal

15/00457/HOU
Erect garage for home office

Charmante, Bransford

Approval

Ms Rouse joined the meeting at this point and the meeting returned to item 6b

6.
b) Report of District Councillor


Cllr Rouse gave an update on developments at MHDC, noting that Phil Grove is the new leader and Bronwyn Behan is the vice-chair. 

In relation to planning matters, she reported that councils hoping to obtain s106 funding will now need to provide evidence, meaning that it may be more difficult to obtain without having carried out a consultation or having a plan in place. Although a neighbourhood plan will not make it possible to prevent development, it does give some control over what the development is like. It will be particularly important to have one in place by the time the SWDP is reviewed.
8.
UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES
a) Highways Matters


1. Request for a sign to Bransford at Powick traffic lights – Carried forward to the next meeting.
2. Request for short term parking space – Chinese takeaway, Hereford Road – Carried forward to the next meeting.
3. Speeding on the A4103 – The Safer Roads Partnership is waiting for evidence from the VAS. There will be data from traffic travelling in both directions on the Hereford Road.
4. Alteration to VAS trigger points – The VAS will rotate fortnightly between the following locations: 
Dragon’s Cross
Dingle Road junction – Leigh

Suckley Road – Bransford
Bransford – opposite The Fold

Stocks Lane

5. Overhanging hedge – Black & White Cottages, Hereford Road – The chairman to speak with Mr Brienza
6. Overhanging hedge – Malvern House, Leigh Sinton – Dealt with in item 6a
b) Possible breach of planning consent – The Finders Keep. The matter has been referred to the enforcement officer.

c)  Parish council contact details and security procedures –.Carry forward to next meeting.

d)  Provision of allotments – carried forward to the next meeting
e)   Jubilee Garden –.Ms Rouse is weeding the garden and two residents have offered to help. It was noted that more support is needed to maintain the garden and it was agreed that local residents should be circulated. The chairman reported that Bransford Plants will be offering plants at £3 at their sale and it is intended to purchase plants for the garden. Planting will take place on the following Saturday if anyone is able to help.
f) Condition of pavements – Leigh – The chairman reported that he had looked at the footway with Mr Brienza and they had agreed that it is not too bad and does not meet the criteria for repair apart from one small area.
g) Quotes for open spaces maintenance for 2015/16 and Rectory Wood maintenance – the matter is ongoing.
Ms Rouse noted that there are nettles all along the fence in Bransford play area that need to be strimmed. Alternatively the area could be sprayed by the Lengthsman.

h)
Issues raised in parish profile document – carry forward
i) Damaged pipe – Dingle Road – the matter is being dealt with (covered in item 6a)
j) Clerk’s pay and pension contributions – the matter had been dealt with at the special meeting held on 28th April, 2015.
9.
APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – BRANSFORD SERVICE STATION

Following discussion it was agreed that the parish council should support the application and provide the requested contribution of £154.06.
10.
APPLICATION FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF – POST OFFICE, LEIGH SINTON

Following discussion it was agreed that the parish council should support the application and provide the requested contribution of £63.17.

11.
OVERHANGING HEDGE, HEREFORD ROAD, BRANSFORD

.
The clerk had written to the resident and the hedge had been cut back.
12.
SOIL AND DEBRIS REDUCING WIDTH OF FOOTWAY BETWEEN POST OFFICE LANE, BRANSFORD AND THE FOLD

A resident had reported a build-up of soil reducing the width of the footway, particularly between The Fold and the turning to Post Office Lane, which is making it difficult for pedestrians, particularly those with buggies or using mobility scooters. The Lengthsman to take a look.
13
TRANSPARENCY CODE FOR SMALLER COUNCILS


The Transparency code had been accepted at the Special Meeting held on 28th April.
14.
FINANCE


a)   Accounts paid since previous meeting

Zurich


Insurance 2015/16



£527.09


PA Gardiner

Grass cutting




£36.00


Viking


Office supplies




£36.53


NALC


LCR magazine




£17.00


Playsafety Ltd

ROSPA 




£81.60


Worcs CALC

Subs 2015/16




£761.16


BGS


Lengthsman – March



£141.00

BGS 


VAS March




£20.00


J Barker

Clerk – April




£649.99


St Edburga & St John
Donation 2014/15



£500.00


South Worcs CAB
Donation 2014/15



£250.00


Memorial Hall

Donation 2014/15



£500.00


1st Leigh Guides
Donation 2014/15



£500.00


The Sphere

Donation 2014/15



£25.00


Leigh Scouts

Donation 2014/15



£500.00

b) Accounts passed for payment

PA Gardiner

Grass cutting




£36.00

P Butts


Internal audit




£125.00

BGS 


Lengthsman – April



£228.00
BGS


VAS – April




£37.50

J Barker

Clerk – May




£757.93

MHDC


Rural Rate Relief – Service station

£154.06

MHDC


Rural Rate Relief – Post office


£63.17

  15.      REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Footpath working Group –.There was no report, but the Chairman noted he had walked the footpath off Bransford road and several stiles were in need of repair.
b. Memorial Hall – No report
c. Community Resilience Working Group –.No report
16.
COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS – No reports
15.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


Planning Committee meeting - Tuesday 23 June 2015.

Parish Council Meeting  – Tuesday 28 July 2015.
Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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