Minutes of Berrow Parish Council 22nd September 2015

The Minutes of the Meeting of Berrow Parish Council
Held at  Berrow and Pendock Village Hall on Tuesday 22ND  September 2015 at 8.00pm.
Present: Cllrs.  Richard Fellows (Chairman),  Geoff Shail, Mike Thomas,  Ruth Coates, and Angela Tomkinson, Anne Lewis and Paul Lewis
14th May
1. Apologies:  There were no apologies for absence.
2. Declaration of Interests :
a.  Councillors were reminded that they should keep their Register of Interests up to date.  There were no personal interests declared in respect of items on the Agenda.
b. MHDC had contacted the Clerk asking if Cllr. Anne Lewis could resubmit her Declaration as there was an omission in the form she had submitted.
3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2015 were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed.
4. Progress Reports:

a. Low Bridge, Whiteleaved Oak:   Cllrs Lewis reported that no sign had yet been erected at the Bromsberrow end of their road, the Clerk reported that she had requested Highways to chase up Gloucestershire Highways to get the agreed sign in place.  
b. Phone Box, Hollybush:   Following an email from Mr Cole, Berrow House, Hollybush, complaining about the sorry state of the disconnected phone box on Hollybush, the Clerk reported that she was attempting to get it removed as quickly as possible but it was very difficult to contact by phone anyone responsible for its removal.  It was suggested that the Malvern Hills Conservators might be able to throw their weight behind the request.
5. Financial Report:  
a. Financial Statements:  The following transactions had taken place since the last meeting:

£

Outgoings:

Lengthsman
826.00



Zurich Ins.
243.80



Internal Audit
  25.00




Churchyard
250.00




MHDC elections  26.49



     Total
         £1,371.29





£

Incomings: 

Worc. CC
826.00



Precept

875.00



VAT refund
394.65




Sale of stock
 11.30



Interest

    0.12



  Total  
         £2,107.07
Balance at 1st April 2015

   £942.30
Balance at 22nd September 2015
£1,678.08 as agreed to bank statement

b. Bank Mandate:  The Clerk reported that the bank was making it very difficult to get the new mandate through.  They currently had no record of Cllr Ruth Coates as a signature, they also requested that both she and Cllr Geof Shail resubmit their proof of identity to the bank as their current records on file were out of date.   Forms were therefore distributed yet again but in the meantime, Cllr Coates would continue to sign cheques to meet the current mandate of requiring two signatures.
6. Village Hall Management Committee:  It was noted that the Committee consists of two representatives from Berrow, and Pendock Parish Councils together with two representatives from the PCC.   Since Rob Morgan was no longer a Councillor there was a vacancy to be filled from Berrow Parish Council.   It was proposed and agreed that Cllr Paul Lewis should join Cllr Geof Shail as Members from Berrow Parish Council.
7. No Fouling Sign:  There had been a request for a “no Fouling” sign on the green outside the Village Hall.  Children play there, guests from weddings stand around and gather on the green yet frequently there are dog messes lying around.   It was agreed to place a sign requesting dog messes be cleared up.
8. Correspondence:

a. Planning Applications:  
15/00497/FUL Conversion of Garage, Whitings Hill – Approved

15/00779/FUL St Faiths Church – Approved

b. Application for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief – Duke of York – As in previous years the Council  had agreed that the business was of benefit to the local community but would not support it financially. They would therefore be entitled to 25% Discretionary Relief only.
c. Berrow with Pendock PCC – The Treasurer had written to thank the Council for its donation to Churchyard funds.
d. Lengthsman -  A contract had been agreed and signed for a further year.
9. Councillors Reports: 

a. The Chairman reported that he had had complaints regarding a cycle race that was organised a month ago where they forced horse-riders and cars off the road.  The Clerk had investigated but had been unable to find out anything about the race in order to lodge a complaint.
b. It was reported that the visibility railings put in to aid visibility on the bend at Camers Green had now become a hedge again and visibility was being severely restricted.   Also there had been a number of accidents on the bend probably directly because of poor visibility.  The Clerk was requested to contact Highways to see if the railings could once again be cleared.
10. Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  Tuesday 15th December at 8.00pm at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………..
Chairman


As there were no members of the public at the meeting there was no adjournment for the discussion of views.
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