	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 15th June  2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present    Councillor C. Grainger

                Councillor J. Gammond 
                Councillor Mrs. C Gammond

                Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)

           CSO Jenny Bray was present. 
	Councillor R. Jennings
Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton

2   members  of the public were present. 

	1,
	Report by the Police

Overnight 14th/15th June – van broken into in Crundalls Lane.
Also 13th June – Gates left open where horses were in the field.

Boots stolen from Grey Green area

Reports also of cars driving recklessly down Eymore Lane (9 – 9.30 in evening) doing handbrake turns in Eymore Wood Car park – being abusive to local residents.

Also motorbikes causing problems in Hollies Lane.

	2

	Public Open Forum
Mr. Cofield tabled a letter thanking the Parish Council for turning out to support the church at the recent PCC meeting.  Two local prominent residents had also been elected onto the building committee for the repairs to the church, and it was hoped this would help the cause for the repairs necessary to the church roof and masonry.  It was noted that there may be national grants for Grade 2 Listed churches requiring roof repairs. Two quotes had been received for the work, which were briefly discussed.
Mr. Corfield also advised of his recent visit to Clacton County High School from where evacuees in WWII had been sent to the Trimpley area.  A celebration to mark the 70th anniversary of the evaucees leaving had been held at the school, and a tree had been planted marking this.  There was also to be a return visit by evacuees to Trimpley in September. 
Mr. Collins advised that he thought broadband upgrades had been made to a cabinet at the corner by Ferndale in Low Habberley.  The Wyre Forest CALC meeting to be held on Thursday 18th was to feature upgrading of the services as an item on its agenda.  

Mr. Collins also advised of a government initiative to roll out the installation of Smart Meters in homes.  They were promoting an 18 month apprenticeship to young people to learn how to install these, which may put them on the way to a permanent job.  Mr. Collins said the benefits of having one of these meters installed was questionable – however, at the moment it was optional for home owners to have these installed, but they may become compulsory in the future.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence: None – all present.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond and Cllr. Mrs. C.Gammond declared an interest re Village Hall, being a committee member.   Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Planning Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant. 

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council and The Annual Parish Meeting held on 18th May 2015 were approved and signed, once Cllr. Yarranton was added to the list of those present.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports together with progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council
Drain at Myndholm – repairs now done – minute closed.
Drainage gullies at The Mount – also now done. 
Low Habberley - drains outside Nos.3 – 11 have been jetted.

Chamber at Fountain Court – work still required – re cleaning out, and repair of leaking pipe under the new gate installed. 
Tree at Trimpley crossroads – branch fallen – completely cleared.

Grass verges needed cutting back.  Highways should be requested to start grass verge cutting now.
It was reported that the bench at Low Habberley was leaning, needing attention. Cllr. Ben Phillips advised he would  ask the lengthsmen to look at this.
Grass round drain in “onion” field at Low Habberley – Mr. Blakeway would be contacted to keep this clear.  

Bus stop – hard standing at Trimpley Crossroads – work to be done under the Small Schemes programme – now due to be done. Cllr. Yarranton would follow this up.
Parking at Low Habberley –   Clerk had asked if a bund/and/or ditch could perhaps be installed to prevent parking at the entrance to Low Habberley farm track.  However, it was agreed that signs should be ordered, and an attempt made to deter parking traffic with the use of signage.  Clerk to order signs.

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

15/0113 – Crundalls Cottage – Retrospective application to seek retention of extensions to property as built

Awaiting decision, but officer’s report was recommending refusal.
15/0244 – Ashgrove, Hill Farm, Northwood Lane – Certificate of Lawfulness – use as a permanent dwelling
Awaiting decision

b) Planning Application considered by the meeting
15/0288 Garage conversion with roof, single storey extensions and porch at PARKLAND, TRIMPLEY LANE, SHATTERFORD, BEWDLEY, DY121RD.
Comment: No objections and recommend approval.
c) Compliance Issues

None to be followed up.  

	8.
	Progress Reports on Outstanding Items

Severn Trent  Matters

Clerk reported that the gate at top end of the Severn Trent Car Park, Eymore Lane, had gone missing.  Cllr. Mrs. Gammond had reported this to the manager at the Reservoir

Burst Water pipes  – Hoarstone Lane – Clerk had requested Julian Phillips to ask Mark Garnier MP to follow this up again with Severn Trent now elections were over, and a response had been received by the MP from the Chief Executive of Severn Trent advising that funding had been committed to carry out work to replace this main by March 2017 at the latest.
BT Cover – Mary Moors – Cllr Phillips advised that BT Openreach had been out to look at the broken cover surround at the layby during the last week, and a report had been put in for a much stronger road cover top should be used, to withstand the farm machinery which would be going over it.
Litter picking – Clerk accompanied by the Chairman, and councillors would attend a meeting with Wyre Forest to discuss taking on this service again under the Localism initiative.  A report to be tabled at the next meeting.H

	9.
	Lengthsman – 
An invoice for £420 was tabled.

	10.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed 
Archer Bros – Lengthsman’s work  - £420

Clerk’s PAYE - £54.60
b) Audit – Clerk had received e-mail acknowledgment that the external auditors had  

received the annual return safely, and was now awaiting their report.

	11.

	County & District and CALC and other Correspondence

Pension Arrangements
Clerk confirmed that she had registered the Council with the Pensions Regulator, in line with Government requirements, and herself as the nominated contact.  The “staging date” for this Parish Council was 1st May 2017.  She had also received advice that indicated that it would most likely not be necessary to set up any Pension for herself, as the only employee, as she fell well below the salary threshold.
 

	12.
	Road Accidents – None.

	13.
	Other Matters

CCTV Cameras – to catch Flytippers.  Clerk had arranged signs, but not all of these had been put up.  Cllr. Gammond asked whether we had received advice on the legal position about installation of cameras.  Clerk promised to find the advice from Richard Levett.  At Worcs. CALC.  She thought that legally the Council could install cameras, but the general concensus of opinion was that it  would be best to see if the signs worked, before purchase of cameras.

AV Sign  - the purchase of a further sign was discussed and various sites around the parish were discussed where this could be installed.  Clerk to get quotes
Japanese knot weed – A clump had been found at Mount pool.  It was agreed that we should ask the Lengthsman to attend to this as an “extra” job – separate from his Lengthsman’s contract – by cutting it off and burning it.  It was then necessary to inject the remaining hollow stems in situ with Round-up with a special syringe, which Cllr. Grainger said he possessed. 

Proposed Closure of A&E at Redditch – This was discussed, as this proposed closure would overload Worcester even more, therefore affecting this parish in that our parishioners will find Worcester even busier. Clerk to try to find out an address to write to.   Back lane at Low Habberley – (lane behind houses) was reported as severely overgrown and unpleasant to walk down with nettles and overgrowth. It was agreed that Cllr. Phillips would ask Archer Bros to strim this – as an additional and separate cost to their Lengthsman’s contract.    

Access to the Habberley Valley from Valley Close, Low Habberley. This had been reported two years ago to the District Council as a Health and Safety issue.  The handrail had now collapsed, and steps were very unsafe.  Clerk was asked to report this again as a matter of concern.



	 14.
	Date of Next Meeting –Monday 20th July at 7.45p.m.
The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
                                       Chairman –   _   _________________________
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