
BROADWAS & COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL & ORDINARY MEETING OF
THE PARISH COUNCIL
held on 18th May 2015 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
Present: Councillors Winkworth, Dale, Pearce, Downes (arrived later) and the Clerk, Mrs Downes.

In attendance: District Councillor Chambers, Ex District Councillor Bass, PC Martin Butcher and 7 members of the public.
Apologies. None
15/058  Election of Chairman
There being only one nomination, Councillor Winkworth, who having confirmed his willingness to stand, was declared duly elected. He signed the Declaration of Office form and the meeting continued.
15/059 Election of Vice Chair
Councillor Pearce nominated Councillor Downes (who was absent at the time but had shown a willingness to stand), seconded by Councillor Dale and was duly elected.
Only 4 Councillors stood for election this year. Winkworth, Downes, Pearce and Dale. Chris White, having been in office for the previous term had completed his Co-Option form and presented this to the Council for consideration. He was then duly co-opted on to the Parish Council. All Councillors then signed their Declaration of Office, Register of Interest forms and the meeting continued. 
15/060 Declaration of Interest. 
None received
15/061 Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 8ht May 2014 and the Ordinary Meeting held on April 2015.
Councillors had received a copy of these, agreed their accuracy and were signed by the Chairman.   
15/062 To note the Code of Conduct   The Clerk had not prepared copies of this therefore this item will be deferred to June’s meeting.                          
15/063 To consider the Council’s Scheme of Delegation and to appoint members of the following:
                        a&b)  Planning Committee/Housing Committee With only 5 Councillors in office, it was elected to include all of them on this committee. 

c) Risk Management Committee.  Councillor Winkworth together with the Clerk was duly elected.


d) Berryfield Committee. Councillors Dale and White were nominated. All present were in favour and they were duly elected.

e) Public Land Officer. Peter Parkes is happy to continue in this role and in his absence, was duly elected. 

f) Parish Path Warden. Peter Miles is happy to continue in this role and in his absence, was duly elected to continue.


g) Village Hall Representative. Councillor White was happy to continue in this role and was duly elected.

h) Lengthsman. Adrian Bullock is happy to continue in this role and in his absence, was duly elected.


i) Internal Auditor. Peter Langard is happy to continue in this role and in his absence was duly elected.
15/064             To review:


a) Council’s Financial Regulations including new signatories for bank 

                             accounts. 

                            The Lloyds bank account will require removal of 2 signatories and an

                             addition of 3 signatories, allowing all 5 Councillors to be able to 

                             sign cheques and payments.



  In the meantime, Councillors Downes and Winkworth’s authority to 

                             sign will continue. They were both duly elected to be the 2 required


  signatories on the NS&I account. The Clerk will arrange for both
                             mandates to be amended.


                The Clerk and Chairman are still preparing new Financial 

                             Regulations based on the new 2014 model. This item to be deferred


                until June’s meeting.


              b) Council’s Insurance Requirements.



   Insurance expires on 1st June with AON (renewal amount 613.91) 

                              however, the Clerk has been obtaining alternative quotes from 

                              Zurich and is still awaiting what she hopes will be a more 

                              competitive quote.

                           c) Web Site Management.

                               The Parish Council’s web site (My Parish) run by Worcestershire

                               County Council has been updated and all Councillors present 

                               were in favour of their photograph being up loaded onto the site
                               to accompany their personal and contact  details. Whilst the Lower

                               Teme Valley Community web site continues to be unavailable, 

                               this facility remains the Parish Council’s only internet vehicle.


    The Clerk will arrange for Councillor Dale to become an 

                               additional administrator for the site. This will allow the Clerk
                               Cllrs. Winkworth and Dale to administer the site.
15/065

      To receive annual reports from:


     a) County Councillor Grove did not attend


     b) District Councillor Chambers having only been elected on 7th 

                                    May did not have anything to report. The Chairman and Parish



         Council congratulated him on his recent success.
                              c) Village Hall Committee/ Parish Council Chairman’s combined
                                   Report and Village Hall’s annual accounts.

                                   Having been unable to secure replacements for the Village Hall



         Committee since its retirement in August 2014 and as the Parish



         Council are the Custodian Trustee of the hall, it has fallen on 



         its Councillors to pick up the reigns. A copy of the report is 

                                   attached to these minutes.


      d) Broadwas School’s Report was not available at the time of this
                                      meeting but will be by June’s.


      e) Broadwas & Cotheridge’s Charities. 
                                    Annual accounts were presented for both charities and are

                                    Attached to the hard copy of these minutes.
 

      f) Lower Teme Lions were unable to attend and give their report.

15/066                  To receive annual accounts and budget for 2015/2016


     The annual accounts have been prepared and a copy circulated to 
                                all present and are attached to the hard copy these minutes. 

                               Details can be found on the Parish Council’s web site.


     Peter Langard, the Internal Auditor had audited all related financial

                                documents and  signed the external audit form for Grant Thornton. 

                                It only remained for the Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer      

                   to sign and date the external audit once all Councillors were in


                   agreement. This was agreed and the Clerk will dispatch the 

                                external audit a.s.a.p. 
15/067                   Crime statistics for Broadwas & Cotheridge 2014/2015


      PCSO Martin Butcher’s report is attached to these minutes.


                   Our new Policing Inspector is Deb Saunders. Martin then enquired



      if the Parish Council would consider nominations for ‘Young Good



      Citizen’. This is an initiative to recognise any under 18’s known to 

                                 have contributed to community life by good deeds. The winner



      will be presented to the Chief Constable of West Mercia


      award given.  Nominations to be forwarded to PCSO Butcher or 



      WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams.


     At this point, the Annual Parish Council meeting ended and the



     Ordinary meeting for May 2015 proceeded.

15/067                   Public participation


                   The meeting was adjourned whilst members of the public spoke.



      Their comments are noted at the end of these minutes.
15/068                   Matters Arising


     The Clerk had been in contact with Noel Orbell, Community 

                                Response Manager of West Midlands Ambulance Service who



      had provided costings of defibrillators/cabinets. All Councillors



      had seen a copy of this email and once Councillor Dale has 

                                 obtained  authorisation from Cotheridge Church for the 

                                permission of installation, we will continue the discussion at June’s 
                                meeting.
15/069                  Progress Reports


     a) Treasurer’s Report.

                                    All Councillors’s had received a copy and all payments were

                                     agreed. It was explained that the £602 ‘speed activated signs’ 

                                     entry on the report refers to monies left over from the funds
                                     raised by residents for the installation of the vehicle activated 

                                     signs back in  2007 . This generated a discussion about speeding



          in general and Roger Bass (former District Councillor) suggested 

                                     that these monies could be used  towards purchasing a mobile 

                                     unit (recently installed in Broadheath)  which shows drivers
                                     the speed they are travelling and also gathers data of vehicle

                                     speeds.  He promised to forward further information to us.



     b) Clerk’s Report.


        189.  Clerk is still chasing the repair of the school’s 20mph lights.



        187.  After requesting that the B.A.A. (Birmingham Anglers

                                            Association) remove fly tipping from their car park at

                                            Cotheridge, they mentioned an interest that should the land

                                            adjacent to theirs become available, they may be interested 
                                           in its purchase. The Clerk has put the owner of the said land


                 in touch with the B.A.A. and latest information is that both 

                                           parties plan to meet on site to discuss.



       183. 3 new footpath signs have been replaced at Broad Green, 

                                           Butts Bank and on the main A44 by April Cottage.


     c) Public Land Officer’s Report.



         Peter Parkes continues to remove rubbish from off Berryfield.



         He has replaced 3 small parts to play equipment as highlighted



         in the recent R.O.S.P.A. report. He continues to rake and remove 



         large stones on the exercise track and is in the process of 

                                   removing weeds from the off –road cycle track in an effort to get


        it ready for use early this summer. 


     d) Berryfield’s Report.


         The exercise track has been completed nearly 12 months now

                                    and has proven a success, however, some people are 

                                    finding that large stones on its surface are hindering a smooth
                                    passage.

                                   Members of the Parish Council and the P.L.O. Officer 

                                   have been on site to determine a solution. Rabbits digging up at 

                                   the edge of the track and bringing these stones to the surface are

                                   obviously not helping the problem and compaction of materials
                                   may still need time to effect, however, the newly elected 

                                   Berryfield committee was asked to look into the possibility of


        incorporating an addition top layer dressing which would help



        combine existing materials resulting in a smoother surface.

                 


     e) Village Hall Report


         A report had been done. Nothing new to report.



     f) Bus Shelter and Public Boxes Report.



         The new bus shelter in the village will require cleaning as and 

                                   when weather conditions determine The Public Land Officer has 
                                   been asked to take on this job. The public boxes in Broadwas 
                                   village are to be re-sited at the back of the bus  shelter allowing 
                                   safer use.

15/070                      Planning


        Since the last meeting in April, there had been no new planning

                                   applications and no decisions from M.H.D.C.

                                   Council was reminder of the Parish Meeting on 1st June. The Clerk 

                                   had received only one item for the agenda, that being ‘Housing’



        The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting is on 8th June.
      

The meeting ended at 9.45.

…………………………………..   date………………………
CHAIRMAN

Attached to these minutes: Treasurer’s Report for May 2015.
Public participation
Nick Newell asked if the Parish Council had received any planning applications appertaining to the field owned by Mr Nott in Broadwas village or any communication from developers Wolverley Homes.

The Chairman was able to inform him that since our last meeting in April, there had been no new planning applications received at all, however, Wolverley Homes had been in communication with the Parish Council. It is Wolverley Homes’ intention to meet with M.H.D.C. Planning Department on 26th May for further discussions.
Mrs Elizabeth Hill asked if an update from Severn Trent had been received?  The Clerk had been trying to contact Gary Kinley for quite some time and had been promised a reply by today’s date 18th for discussion at tonight’s meeting. This had not been forthcoming, however, at time of typing these minutes, a reply and update has been received (19th). This item will be included in June’s agenda.

	Treasurer's Report for Broadwas & Cotheridge Parish Council Meeting for
	for May
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	Payments
	Receipts
	
	

	Lloyds account
	
	
	
	
	
	24426.05

	Berryfields Account
	
	
	
	
	
	11480.01

	NS&I account
	
	
	
	
	
	3430.88

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Total
	
	
	
	
	
	39336.94

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts & Payments included in this total
	
	
	

	
	1st half
	precept
	
	
	10350.00
	
	

	
	L/M reimb
	
	
	
	192.00
	
	

	
	935
	D Walker
	
	175.00
	
	
	

	
	936
	S Downes sal July
	sal July 14
	289.12
	
	
	

	
	982
	S Downes sal April
	289.12
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	Simon Skeys
	212.50
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	Playdale
	
	46.49
	
	
	

	
	980
	Bwas Sports
	1500.00
	
	
	39336.94

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts&Payments awaiting presentation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	974
	MHDC training
	10.0
	
	
	

	
	981
	MHDC rate relief
	275.0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	285.00
	0
	
	39051.94

	For agreement at tonight's meeting
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	Commited payments
	monies
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speed activated signs
	
	602
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