Defford and Besford Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
    held on Tuesday 14 July 2009
     In the Village Hall, Defford

Meeting commenced:7.45 pm. Meeting ended: 9.35 pm.     Present:  Cllrs J Brookes (Chairman), Cllrs R Davis,  R Neath , D S Wilkinson, C Woods ,I Spiers and R Ottley 
                           In attendance: D M Taverner Parish Clerk 
                Apologies: Cllr J Dodwell and County Cllr A Hardman 
1 Declarations of Interest for a) the Meeting and b) Any Changes to be notified to the Registers of Interests and Gifts &   Hospitality

Cllr R Davis –       re Rooftop Housing Group

Cllr A Roe   -        Village Hall

Cllr D Wilkinson – Member of PCC  

Cllr Brookes   -     Village Hall 

Cllr R Neath   -     Village Hall
Cllr C Woods  -     Director of Besford Court
All non prejudicial 
2 Public questions and open session  
Residents asked questions concerning the state of local footpaths and roadways throughout the Village. The Clerk replied that he had asked the County Council’s footpaths officer to attend a site meeting and had again asked the County Council to indicate when the road surface- especially in Harpley Road would be improved. The Clerk also advised that he had again written to the County Council to ascertain their timetable for repairs and maintenance of the entire main road infrastructure in the immediate area.
Residents voiced concerns regarding the leaking drain in Harpley Road and the Clerk advise he would again be in touch with the relevant agencies to seek remedial action.

Questions were also raised about the timing of the reinstatement of the footpath near the developments at Bruton Orchard. Cllr Davis advised that the footpaths would be reinstated once mains connection works had been completed.
3  Minutes   

     The minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2009 had been previously circulated.  After debate it was agreed that the minutes be amended to reflect to the accuracy of proceedings of the Councillor briefing meeting held on 16 April. Cllr Ottley asked that the minutes fully reflected his objections to procedure surrounding the conduct of that meeting from which he considered that he had been deliberately excluded and that his vote against the adoption of those minutes be formally recorded 
4 Planning 

    Planning applications had been received in respect of the following:-

W09/01694 3 Jubilee Barns , Woodmancote – Extension 
W/09/01554 Buckles Orchard – Two detached houses

W/09/00897 Defford Aerodrome – A new build repository to provide storage and office accommodation together with adjacent storage with covered vehicular access, new external hard landscaping to provide car parking and access road. New soft landscaping and proposed removal of existing dishes.


5
Wychavon District Council Standards Committee hearing
The Clerk advised that he had been formally notified of complaints made to the monitoring officer at Wychavon District Council concerning Cllr J Brookes and Cllr R Davis. Whilst the matters were being investigated the Clerk advised it was not possible to debate the 
Issues involved until investigations had been completed.

   6
Finance



(a) The following accounts were approved for payment
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	Defford- cum- Besford VHMC
	 
	Village Hall Hire
	
	
	 
	  20.00 
	         -   
	                 20.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LA Garden Services
	 
	Grass Cutting June and July
	
	 
	                520.00 
	   
	 520.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Clement Keys
	 
	Audit Fees
	
	
	 
	                145.00 
	     21.75 
	166.75

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D M Taverner
	 
	Clerk Salary and Expenses  1 April
	 
	458.05
	         -   
	 458.05 

	 
	 
	 
	to 30 June 2009
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


In view of the fact that the VHMC were still in an ongoing dispute concerning the payment of the Council’s legal fees in respect of the aborted Village Hall Project, Cllr Brookes proposed that the Parish Council would with hold the payment of the VHMC insurance premium payment that had been submitted for reimbursement. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Davis and after debate the Council resolved to withhold the payment of the insurance premium at this stage.
(b) 2008/09 Annual Audit Report

The Clerk advised that he 2008/09 annual audit report would be submitted to Clement Keys PLC once the Internal Audit had been completed and Members gave their approval to the accounts being sent to the internal auditor for his attention. 
7 Maintenance of open spaces 

(a) Lengthsman Scheme The Clerk was to attend a meeting with County Council officers attempting to progress suitable projects under the lengthsman scheme. The Clerk outlined the type of projects that may be funded but advised that there were strict rules governing the scheme. 
(b) Maintenance of roadways, footpaths and hedgerows –  

The Clerk advised Members that he was able to report emergency repairs to dangerous potholes and damaged footpaths directly to the County Council via the new web link. Members were asked to report any such problems via the Clerk who would log such reports and monitor the response to them.
(c)Crabbe Yard – enforcement issues
Action was continuing to be taken by the Wychavon District Council environmental enforcement team and further updates would be presented to future meetings. 

8  Councillors Reports
Cllr Davis outlined the following points by way of an update from recent activities by the District Council

Cllr Davis outlined the District Council’s plans to deal with its worsening financial situation following the economic downturn. Efficiency savings totalling some £250k were being sought in addition to those previously identified. There was a freeze on recruitment. 

Recycling rates had risen appreciably since the introduction of the new wheelie bin collection system

Cllr Wilkinson agreed to liaise with the PCC regarding the joint purchase of a new village notice board
Cllr Neath reminded the Council of its responsibility for the repairs of the Serpentine Walls surrounding the Church and the Clerk agreed to meet with the Heritage officer -  Jim Burgin - at the District Council on this subject.

Cllr Davis raised the issue of the need for refurbishment of the Village Hall and set out the following main points that were worthy of further consideration including the need for the condition of the hall to be brought up to current standards and works that may be essential under the DDA Act. 
Members then debated the issue of the conduct within the VHMC relating to the abortive new Village Hall project. This had been characterised by personal attacks against certain Members and Officers which had been deplored.

It was felt that whilst there had been much animosity and antagonism on the part of the VHMC regarding this project it was now time to try to move forward and re- build relations for the sake of the wider Community. 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9 35 pm.

Signed ........................

Chairman

Dated ............................
