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MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF ROMSLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 19H MAY 2015, 7.00PM

PRESENT:
Cllr. Mrs Cooper, Cllr. Bolar, Cllr. Arrowsmith, Cllr. Mrs Gray, Cllr. Powell and Cllr. Mrs Bestwick  
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Following a democratic vote, Cllr Arrowsmith was duly elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year and he signed a Declaration of Office accordingly.

Clerk had received notification that Cllr. Mrs Cooke had wished to resign with immediate effect from the parish council. She asked Clerk to read out her resignation letter and also for the contents to minuted.

It is with great regret that I have to advise you that I will not be taking up my place on the new parish council after the recent election.  This is because during the electoral process my personal circumstances have changed and I feel that I may not be able to meet fully the commitments that would be expected of me.

However I feel I must also express my deep concern about the method of electioneering that was recently employed by persons expressing a desire to be elected.  Despite assurances that all only wanted to work together for the benefit of the community I have been given a copy of a flyer that was later distributed around the parish on the morning of the election by or on behalf of those candidates which appeared to me and others to question the integrity of the now ex-members of the Parish Council.

Only one of these candidates had ever attended a public meeting of the council and others appeared to have made little effort to access the public documentation.  All decisions have been taken in open forum to which all in the parish are invited and the minutes and accounts have always been public documents and the latter are regularly and routinely audited.  It is also my understanding that Councillors have not even attempted to claim personal expenses when attending meetings away from the village, although this would have been in order.  The village notice board has been the constant if traditional means of displaying information outside of the meeting.

These concerns, coupled with the change of my personal circumstances leave me with no option but to stand down.  I would very much like to extend my personal thanks to the members of the parish who voted for me.  Their confidence in my ability was much appreciated.  I am also indebted to my erstwhile colleagues for their unfailing support and sound advice.

The bulk of the work for Romstock 2015 has been done by members of the previous council and I wish the new council every success on the day. 

2. APOLOGIES
2.1  
Cllr. Tilt, County Cllr. Mrs Jenkins, District Cllr. Mrs Sherrey and District Cllr. Alan-Jones.

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

3.1
Following a democratic Vote, Cllr. Bolar was duly elected Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 


4. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
4.1  
Chairman asked all members present to declare any personal or prejudicial interest on any items on the Agenda.  

Other Disclosable Interest – Cllr. Arrowsmith – St Kenelms Primary School PTA 

5. STANDING ORDERS

5.1 
Standing orders were taken as read.
6. CODE OF CONDUCT

6.1 All Councillors noted continued adherence to the Code.  

7. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

7.1
It was unanimously RESOLVED to accept the Financial Regulations with no amendments

8. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
8.1 It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a correct record.
9. FINANCE

9.1
Accounts for Payment

E Sheppard

Environmental Control x 4

£170.00
J Harper


Gate Keeper



£30.00 x 2
Steve Pitt


Romstock and letterheads

£430.00
Npower


Feeder pillar



£3.59


Worcs CC

Hire of hall



£225.00


Worcs CALC

Publications



£21.50


South Staffs Water
Allotments



£45.29


Viking Direct

Stationery



£34.90


St Kenelms DCC
Grant




£500.00

9.2
Quarterly bank reconciliation statement approved by all councillors.

9.3
To confirm receipt of £523.45 VAT refund. 
9.4
Following the parish council election it was unanimously RESOLVED to change signatories on Unity Trust Bank Mandate Form.

9.5
It was unanimously RESOLVED to purchase QuickBooks Finance Package at a cost of £150, to include installation by John Benner, Internal Auditor for Clent Parish Council.

9.6
To confirm receipt of half yearly Precept of £13,750.00 from Bromsgrove District Council.

9.7
To confirm receipt of £1,724.00 Council Tax Support Grant from Bromsgrove District Council.

9.8
It was unanimously RESOLVED to grant £500 to St Kenelms Church Hall for replacement stage steps.
10. PLANNING MATTERS

District Council Decisions

15/0181 – 30 St Kenelms Road, Romsley – first floor side extension - Granted 

Planning Applications for Parish Council Comments

15/0357 – St Kenelms Lodge, St Kenelms Road – rear extension - No objections

Appeals

None  

11. PLAYING FIELD/RECREATION  AREA
11.1 Nothing to report 
12. ROADS/FOOTPATHS

Work on the Romsley Penny Fields circular walk has now been completed.  The County Council would like to arrange an official launch of this walk and it was agreed for this to be held on 18th July 2015.  Stuart Smith, Footpath Warden and the County Council have asked that the Parish Council could help contribute financially and arrange some kind of refreshments /ceremony on the day.  Cllr. Bolar agreed to be the main contact with Stuart Smith.  Clerk to source prices from the Swallows Nest for refreshments.
13. WINWOOD HEATH ALLOTMENTS

13.1
This item was deferred   
14. PARISH LENGTHSMAN/MAINTENANCE

14.1 Overgrown hedge bottom of Poplar Lane needs cutting back as a problem for traffic.  Clerk to ascertain house number and write.  
15. OUTSIDE MEETINGS
15.1
It was unanimously RESOLVED for Cllr. Bolar to join the Clent Hills Advisory Committee.  Clerk to find out contact details.
16. ROMSTOCK
16.1
The newly elected Parish Council stressed they were extremely keen for Romstock to go ahead and a meeting is to be arranged ASAP.

Clerk was also asked to read out and minute this letter from John Price (previous Parish Councillor).


We had as you know a good and amicable meeting this week with two of the new parish councillors and agreed to work together.


However, we have since been shown a ‘Romsley Together’ leaflet that was distributed on Election Day; the contents of which I consider are derogatory and insulting to the immediate past Parish Council.


I cannot associate with such people and would inform you that I will not be taking any further part in the organising of Romstock.  I will pass on a list of the bookings I have made with contact details.


I make this decision with much regret, in view of my personal involvement with the formation and development of Romstock over the past three years.

I sincerely hope that Romstock continues as a major community event for the Romsley Parish.
17.
TRAINING

All councillors have booked to attend Worcestershire CALC New Councillors Training which is being held over two sessions.  
18.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S
18.1
Apologies given
19.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR

19.1
Apologies given
20.
TO RECEIVE CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT

20.1
Commemoration of the First World War – this item was deferred
20.2
Hunnington and Romsley Show – this item was deferred   
20.3
Police Report as read.

21.
TO RECEIVE REPORT OF PARISH COUNCILLORS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

Election Pledges 

Communication methods


Issues surrounding traffic/highways

22.
CORRESPONDENCE


Nothing to report 
23.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 8th June 2015, at 7.00pm to be held at St Kenelms Primary School
ROMSLEY PARISH COUNCIL

May 2015

Signature………………………….


