	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 20th July  2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor C. Grainger

                Councillor J. Gammond 
                Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)

           .Dist. Councillor Julian Phillips

            District Councillor Marcus Hart 
	Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mrs. L. Green
Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton

1 member  of the public was present. 
CSO Jenny Bray was in attendance

	1,
	Report by the Police

Reports of 4 x 4 vehicles racing around the car parks in the woods.  Police will try to catch them in the act if notified promptly, and they are available to attend.
Hollies Lane – it was reported that the police could not take action as the signs at either end of Hollies Lane were inaccurate.  Clerk to follow this up.
5th July – Black Vauxhall Car stolen after being parked outside Wassell Wood.
Credit Card Frauds – it was noted that there may be fraud grains active again in the area in relation to the previous credit card/post fraud. Trimpleywatch has asked local people to be aware of this.  Many of the external postboxes have now been made inaccessible by owners following the previous fraud incidents.

	2

	Public Open Forum
Mr. Collins advised that he had had complimentary remarks made about the good clearance job undertaken this year by Archers on the footpaths.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence: Councillors Mrs. C. Gammond and Mr. R. Jennings – due to ill health.  Both absences approved.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. J. Gammond declared an interest re the Village Hall, being a committee member.   Cllr. Grainger declared an interest in any items in connection with Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Planning Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant. 

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th June 2015 were approved and signed. 

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Localism Agenda – Transfer of services for litter picking and bin emptying

Councillor Marcus Hart was invited to discuss this with members.  Clerk read out notes taken from a recent meeting between Cllr Marcus Hart, Cllr. Ian Hardiman, and Linda Collis.   

Cllr Hart tabled a map showing where the District Council believed there were bins to be emptied.  The map only showed two bins in Eymore Wood Car park, one bin at Mary Moors, one bin at Eymore Lane junction, and one bin in the layby at the bottom of Birch Bank.  It did not show the two dog waste bins in Low Habberley, but Cllr. Hart said these must be included.  Also to be included was ‘litterpicking’ along all roads other than the A442, but with the addition of the layby at the bottom of the Birch Bank on the A442.  It did not include flytipped rubbish or removal of hazardous waste or dead animals. Wyre Forest would still replace existing bins as necessary, but would not provide new bins in the parish. One matter to be determined was the siting of the 1100 waste bin.  Negotiations would need to take place with the village hall to site this.
Cllr. Yarranton asked if this could be done on a one year trial basis, and Cllr Hart agreed that this could be arranged.  The District Council advised that they would provide training for whomsoever was given the contract at the Parish to undertake this service.

Clerk to look into Risk Assessment forms for use by Lengthsman

It was agreed to follow this matter up during the course of the next month, and to consult with the Village Hall re arrangements for siting the bin.  

It was noted that:

Parishes who have taken on litter picking and collection are:  Rock, Broome, Churchill and Blakedown, Stone, Wolverley & Cookley and Arley.  Clerk had spoken to Wolverley and Cookley clerk who, despite some snags, were, on the whole pleased with the arrangement. Parishes who have not signed up are: ourselves, Chaddesley (whose clerk had also been contacted by us) and Rushock, plus the town councils of Bewdley, Stourport and Kidderminster.   Agenda item for next meeting. Cllr. Hart left the meeting at this point

Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Trees had been cut back on the junction with the Habberley road, making the visibility much improved.  

· Concrete hard-standing at Trimpley Crossroads for bus stop pads had been installed, and well received.  However, there were some snagging points – a crack on one side of the one pad, and a hard chamfer required at the road edge.  Clerk to consult with David Hunter re this.

· Steps and Handrail from Valley Close into Habberley Valley – reported as unsafe. Remedial works were being undertaken by Steve Wall from Wolverley.

· Resurfacing – Upper Birch Road – This had not been forgotten (although was supposed to be done by the end of March) but would be given attention shortly.

· Drainage Chamber at Fountain Court – work still required – re cleaning out, and repair of leaking pipe under the new gate installed. Being followed up by Cllr. Yarranton.
· Burst drain in Northwood Lane – reported to highways who were undertaking a repair.

· Potholes by golf course in Habberley Lane reported to be done. 
· Drain in the field at Low Habberley – Cllr Grainger had spoken to the tenant farmer to request that drain is checked and kept clear – particularly of seasonal growth, and when crops are taken from the field. The farm had also dug out a trench on the Fountain Side of the road.  Cllr. Mrs. Green advised that she had looked at the drain in the field, and reported that it was clear.
· Parking at entrance to Low Habberley Farm Lane –   It was suggested by a resident from this development that double yellow lines could be put on the adjacent road.  Cllrs. were not sure that this would prevent parking on the grass.  Clerk had sourced and tabled “no parking on the grass” signs to be erected – to trial in the first instance. 
· Verge Cutting – although now done, councillors were very unhappy with the poor standard of work.  Two traffic bollards near to Eymore Lane junction had been chopped up and the visibility splay at this junction was not well done.  Cllr Yarranton advised he would pass on these comments. Cllrs. also asked if there were to be two cuts this year, as this first cut was very late – it was felt that it should have been much earlier.
Cllr. Julian Phillips introduced himself, and offered his help on Parish matters.  

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications

15/0113 – Crundalls Cottage – Retrospective application to seek retention of extensions to property as built

Officer’s report was recommending refusal, but no decision notice received..   See report on appeal below – matter will now be minuted under appeals.
15/0244 – Ashgrove, Hill Farm, Northwood Lane – Certificate of Lawfulness – use as a permanent dwelling
Awaiting decision

15/0288 Garage conversion with roof, single storey extensions and porch at Parkland, Trimpley Lane, Shatterford

Awaiting decision
b) Planning Application considered by the meeting
15/0384 – resubmission of 14/0747 – New foul and storm water system to serve 48 properties – Hill Farm, Northwood Lane – 
Comment: No objection to the proposal and Recommend Approval

With the drainage from 42 of the 48 chalets going to a new soakaway – away from discharging under the railway line, we feel this is much more appropriate than previous plans.   With 6 draining to the East, into an existing stream, could the fall please be re-checked on this?   

We would also comment, however, that the chalets are referred to as being “holiday homes”, so we presume that foul water discharge has been calculated as being seasonal.  However, many of these chalets only have to be vacated for 1 month in 12, and as such, many are virtually all-year occupancy, and at least 20 of these have permanent electoral role residency – and so would appear to be occupied more than just as a “holiday home”.  We hope that this virtually permanent usage has been taken into account in calculations with regard to usage and capacity.

c) Compliance Issues /Appeals
15/0113 – Appeal WFA1453 – Crundalls Cottage – Clerk had queried this appeal notification with the District Council as she had received no refusal notification.  The appeal was against non-determination, and she had asked if the appeal would therefore succeed on technicality, as the District had not determined the application.  She was informed by Mike Parker that this was not the case, and that the inspector would consider the application ‘de novo’.  It was therefore decided that the Parish should repeat its opposition to this application to the Planning Inspectorate determining the appeal on written submissions.

	8.
	Progress Reports on other Outstanding Items

Severn Trent  Matters

Gate at top of Reservoir Car Park had been completed smashed.  Although this had been reported to the manager at the Reservoir, no reply had been received.  It appeared that the gate had been completed winched out.  It appeared also that the gate opposite the Arley Estate Eymore Wood Car Park was not locked.  
Replacement Water Main – It was reported that the water main in the Trimpley – Shatterford Lane would be replaced in September 2015.  All residents affected would be personally notified, and a meeting would be held in the village hall to give information.  Verge Damage - Brooks Coppice -  Following a recent water leak, the frontage had again complained about the state of the verge.  Visual check to be made to re reinstatement.  
Water Leaks – it was reported that there had been leaks which had been repaired in Crundalls Lane, and at the house on the corner of Halls Farm Lane.
BT Cover – Mary Moors –  the cover has been lifted off with the chamber now permanently open.  Clerk to follow up
Japanese knot weed – Mount Pool – still to be dealt with. 
Back Lane behind houses at Low Habberley – Archers have strimmed this, and it was reported as being clear now for walking down.

CCTV Camera signage – Not all signs had been erected.H

	9.
	Lengthsman – 
No invoice tabled for lengthsman’s work, but Archers had done a first cut of undergrowth on the P3 footpaths contract.  As reported, compliments had been received for their work.

	10.
	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed 
Archer Bros – Footpath work (first cut only) - £405
Clerk’s PAYE - £54.60
b) Audit – Clerk reported that she had received a phone call from the external auditors asking if any of the reserves held had been earmarked for any project or purchase.  Clerk had advised that the purchase of a second VA sign had been mooted, but apart from that the healthy reserves had been built up through good housekeeping and grant research.

	11.

	County & District and CALC and other Correspondence

Reports from CALC Area meeting – 
Broadband : Connection Vouchers worth £3000 each, for small – medium businesses worth £3000 each can be applied for on http://voucherapply.com until end March 2016.  Cllr. James Gammond advised that this was being investigated locally

David Rischmiller was introduced to CALC members as the newly appointed Police Rural and Business Crime Co-ordinator was also introduced to those present.  He was keen to make links with established forums (e.g. Trimpley Watch) and also would welcome talking to Parish Councils.

	12.
	Other Matters

Proposed Closure of A&E at Redditch – Clerk had written offering support to those against this closure, as it would put additional strain on the already stretched service at Worcester, used by our own parishioners. 

Items for the next Newsletter – Cllr. Mrs. Green asked if an item could be included about smoky bonfires in the next Newsletter.  She had also taken some good pictures of the wild flowers which had been planted.  

	 13.
	Date of Next Meeting  – Monday 17th August at 7.45p.m.
The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.
                                       Chairman –   _ ___________________________________
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