1130

	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 10th August 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:

M Weston   (Chair)   P Ayers   A Davies   D Jennings   B Jones          

                      D Lewis     D Stanley
E A Taft    B R Woodhouse 

In Attendance:
DCllr D Clarke    WCCllr P Grove   Mrs S Hughes – Outgoing Clerk





Mrs L Stevens – Incoming Clerk




Apologies:   
None  



	134/15
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: There were none. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  There were none.

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  Cllr Stanley advised that his animals graze land adjacent to the solar farm application site, with reference to planning application 15/01033/FUL

d) To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  There were none.

135/15
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  The following written dispensations were requested and agreed:

Councillors
Reason

To Speak

To Vote

Period of Dispensation

Annette Davies

Bryan Jones

Mel Weston

Robin Woodhouse

To allow for discussions and a vote on recommendations to MHDC in respect of planning application number 15/01033/FUL
Yes
Yes
Until the next Parish Council elections – scheduled May 2019
Pam Ayers

David Lewis

To allow for discussions on recommendations to MHDC in respect of planning application number 15/01033/FUL
* As Parish Cllrs and residents of Monkwood Green. Parish Council is custodian of much of Monkwood Green

Yes
No*
Until the next Parish Council elections – scheduled May 2019
136/15
Minutes of the Previous Meetings
  
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 20th July, having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record.  
137/15
Matters Arising from those Minutes (if any) not listed elsewhere on the agenda.


      a) Min 127a: 90th Birthday celebrations , HM Queen Elizabeth II 
It was noted by Cllrs that similar events in previous years have clashed with the parish fete, decreased funding for the Peace Hall Management Committee and spread assistance from volunteers too thin. Whilst some remedies were suggested, including combining events and holding a fund-raising raffle, Cllrs agreed to defer discussion of this topic until October’s meeting, by which time a better indication of the date might also be forthcoming.


b) Min 127b: Fly Tipping in Dark Lane – bags have been removed


Noted by all. Mattresses are on private land and not blocking the stream,

 
so no further action at present by authorities.
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. 


     A resident of Monkwood Green reported that cattle were roaming free 
     opposite the common and had caused damage to a car. The owner of the 
     cattle was present at the meeting and reported that they had been safely 
     removed from the area.

There being no other comments the meeting was re-opened.

138/15
To Receive the Report of the Police Officer - if any 



None were present

139/15 
To Receive the Report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove 



It was noted that WCCllr Grove would arrive late and that he would be 

given due opportunity to report later in the meeting.
140/15 

To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke



DCllr Dean Clarke had previously sent his apologies.

141/15
Planning: 



a) To Consider the following planning applications for 


     comment to WCC & MHDC 

· 15/000016CM Proposed Materials Recycling Facility, 


Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration & Enhancement 

Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley - Update from the 


Working Party

The Chair invited Robin Humphries to give his report. Robin reported that the Grimley [Village] Action Group had met three times, that a planning consultant ‘RCA Consultancy’ had been appointed, had met with the Action Group and had agreed focal points for work, including the lack of Environmental Impact Assesment or transport assessments by those submitting the application. 
The consultants themselves were in a position to bring in noise specialists to assist. Both the Parish Council and the Action Group had distributed newsletters to residents updating them on the planning application and the existence of the Action Group. The deadline for comments direct to MHDC is 26th August. The deadline for submissions to the Action Group on behalf of the Parish Council is 21st August, with an overall submission deadline by the Parish Council to MHDC of 31st August.



Robin Humphries and the Grimley [Village] Action Group were 


thanked by the Chair for their work so far.

· 15/01033/FUL Installation of Standalone PV Modules 


(6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at Green Farm 

and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green. - To consider how best to 

assess and respond to this application 
It was noted that an extension for the parish council to comment on this application had been requested, but that the planning officer, Dean Kinsella, was waiting for further feedback from the Parish Council before granting this request. Cllr discussions focused on concerns relating to the site being near ancient woodland, rights of way crossing the site and its location near the SSSI. It was commented that the residents need a community-organised forum for compiling comments to be incorporated in a possible Parish Council response and that the gauging of public opinion needs to more thoroughly take place before a response by the Parish Council can be put together.
To this end, residents are to be encouraged and assisted by the Parish Council to set up a working party. Residents are also to be kept informed via newsletters. If an extension is granted, it was envisaged that an Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting would take place at the end of August, in order to advance matters.

Members agreed that a request for an extension until the end of September be requested by the Clerk.



b) To Consider any Planning Applications for Comment to 


MHDC received between the publication of this agenda and the 

Meeting



There were none.


c) Details of Decision Notices Received from MHDC




15/00724/FUL - Proposal for a small portal framed open sided barn for the storage of chipped timber for use with the existing biomass boilers which are used to heat the existing chicken coops.  Thorngrove, Sinton Green.



Approved 4th August 2015



d) To Receive an Update on Possible Enforcement Matters – 

Ockeridge Lane

As per the previous minutes, the Enforcement Officer had written to the owner of the site requesting a meeting and business details and confirming that the site only has planning permission for private recreational use (NB business activities should not be taking place on the land) Specifically, Daniel Wilson, Enforcement Investigations Officer, MHDC is chasing up on the progress of the planning application for change of land use and retention of the mobile home. The Clerk is to follow up.
142/15
Monkwood Green:



a) Management of the SSSI – Topping in liaison with 


Worcester Wildlife. Agreement of the specific areas and 


confirmation of this work is now urgent. 




Mr Richard Weaver had previously sent his apologies. Little progress 


had been made with regard to this issue since the officer for 



Worcester Wildlife was on leave. Clerk to follow up.



b) Non-SSSI – To note the tree on the common 




The contractor Simon Skeys had been on site to attend to cutting but 


arisings had not been removed. It was noted that a tree had been 


dragged onto the common from origins unknown and that an eye was 


to be kept on this.
143/15       Highways & Footpaths:

a) To Note the forthcoming road closure of Ockeridge Lane (C2069) planned for 24th August to 2nd October to allow for Boatley Culvert replacement 



This was duly noted by all.



b) Litterbin, Layby A443. Repair or replacement? 


The bin in question was noted to be functional but full of waste and should be emptied weekly by Worcester County Council. Cllrs discussed whether 
a larger bin was required. Members agreed that a quotation for a replacement (both current size and a larger one) is to be obtained from Highways by the Clerk.



c) Update on flytipping of old tyres adjacent to layby 


This issue has been reported to the Police, who passed it on to MHDC, who passed it on to Worcester Regulatory Services. Clerk to follow up.
144/15 
Sinton Green: 





a) Parking on Sinton Green – update 

Previous discussions, advice from CALC and e-mails on this matter were referred to. It had previously been agreed that notices should be placed on windscreens of any vehicle parked on the Green and the matter reviewed once the solicitor had confirmed the actual registration of the land. The outgoing Clerk noted that several trips past the area had not given rise to the need to place notices on any windscreens. All cllrs to continue to observe this matter please. Clerk to chase up land registration to compare with Village Green registration with solicitor.
145/15
Finance: 




a) Works for the Lengthsman 



No additional works for Lenghtsman were forthcoming. Tarmac to be 

asked to drop the height of the hedge on their land going towards 

Grimley.



b) To Consider & Approve the payment of outstanding  
accounts 



Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented 

schedule.


c) To Receive and Accept the Bank Reconciliation 




Members noted and accepted the previously circulated bank 



reconciliation without comment.


d) To Consider Recommendations for the change of Bank 


The procedure for amending signatories and obtaining a bank mandate appears to be the same for all banks. Members noted that there appears to be very little to gain from moving finances to another lender. Members agreed to remain with the current Bank and review as required. The Clerk is to continue to try to obtain the necessary mandate form.


e) To Confirm the Purchase of a Filing Cabinet for the Clerk 

The incoming clerk noted the high cost of replacing the filing cabinet and reported the more pressing need of an ink jet printer and scanner so that procedures might progress towards becoming paperless. It was agreed that this item would be addressed on the September agenda, once the amount of paperwork handed over by the outgoing clerk gave a better indication of what office equipment was really needed.



f) Data Protection Registration 

Parish Council registration as a data controller under the Data Protection Act expires on 07/09/2015. The Parish Council is legally required to renew its registration each year at a cost of £35.00. This item was included in the schedule of accounts to be paid.
146/15 
Reports from Representatives 

a) Grimley Peace Hall Management Committee 

WCllr Phil Grove was thanked for his contribution (£750) of half the cost to upgrade the lighting in the Peace Hall. The Peace Hall Management Committee have agreed to pay the remainder of the cost and therefore the Parish Council will not be involved further in this work. The project to replace the fire doors is underway and the contractors will be on site later this month. 

Work to scope the war memorial cleaning is also underway. A quote for £120.00 (VAT unknown) had been obtained with regard to cleaning, lettering and placing two poppies on the memorial. The Peace Hall Management Committee was reported to be happy to pay a share and therefore Cllrs proposed and agreed to pay half the cost (£60).
b) Grimley Smaller Charities 

Ongoing attempts to contact the trustees were reported to have had little success. It was queried as to why two opposing gates had been placed on the boundary of this land. [Note to Cllrs - it has since been suggested that this is to allow access by nearby land owners to a septic tank].






c) Lafarge/Tarmac Liaison Committee

There had been no meeting since the previous meeting of the Parish Council due to the number of apologies. The next meeting is on 15th September.
147/15
Correspondence for Action: 


a) Any Matters Arising from the CALC Circulars 



    There were none

b) An email had been received from John Harper, Woodside Farm, informing the Parish Council that he had instructed the contractor to cut the sides of the hedges down to Grimley Village. Cllrs noted that this work had been undertaken but that it was not sufficient, particularly on the left hand side by the Westons and by the Church Commission land. The field on the right hand side had not been cut at all. Clerk to approach Mr Harper regarding this.

The order of the agenda was changed at this point in order for WCllr Grove to give his report.

148/15To
 Receive the Report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

Cllr Grove reported on the savings required at County Hall, amounting to at least £25 million year on year. The County budget for helping those in care has been boosted by an additional £30 million. Potholes and speeding remain high on the general public agendas, though ideally Devolution would allow these issues to be dealt with at a local level and would also allow proceeds (of fines) (and business rates) to be allocated locally. He confirmed his intention to attend the WCC Pencroft Quarry application decision meeting and would confirm that date with the Clerk (22nd September or 3rd October potentially).

The order of the agenda was resumed
149/15
Items of Parochial Interest for Information Only 

Cllrs noted that the concerns relating to speeding still stand and that additional checks would ideally be conducted. It was suggested that rumble strips would be a better option. The police are to be approached to ask if additional speed checking activities can occur.

150/15
Date of Next Meeting: 21st September agreed. 



(Please note that this originally was advertised as the 22nd).
In view of the confidential nature of the business the public will be excluded pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. (Contractual Matters for Staff) 

151/15


To Receive for Consideration the Reports & Recommendations




of the Staffing Committee Meetings held on 23rd June & 2nd July



There were no reports.
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Schedule of Payments - 10th August 2015
The undermentioned accounts were approved for payment at this meeting
	945
	Susan Hughes
	Net Salary – July
	341.60

	946
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection Registration Renewal
	35.00

	947
	Malvern Hills DC
	Uncontested Election Fee May 2015
	26.49


Chair     ........................... 

  (21st September 2015)
