

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19TH MARCH 2015
IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman) 
Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)

Bernard Brown

Charles Caddick

Andrew Halfpenny

Tim Ireson








Barbara Talbot



In Attendance:

Sylvia Clift (Clerk)








District Cllr. Tony Miller







County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield



1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from District Cllr. Alan Fisher
Oil Buying Club
Julian Janke (From the OBC) gave a presentation. 20 people would be needed to form a club.

The Clerk would publicise it in the Parish Magazine in order to ascertain local interest.
2. Police Report

Two men in a white vehicle had been lamping on farms in the parish. Racing had been taking place on the A442.

3.   Declarations of Interest - None
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th January 2015



The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. 

Matters arising
5.1 Neighbourhood Watch Signs (Item 5.1) The signs would be erected at Hawthorne Corner, Purshull Common, Addis Lane junction with A442 and the Knoll.
5.2 Rubbish at the junction of A442 and Clattercut Lane (Item 10.1)
Elmley Lovett PC were informed. The rubbish had now been removed and new gates installed.
6.  General 
6.1 Lengthsman Update. 
· Work had been carried out on drains and grips in Purshull Green, Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane and the Knoll ditches had been checked.
· Extra work on ditches in Watery Lane, Elmbridge Lane from New House farm to Hawthorne Corner, the bottom of Badger bank and the bottom of the Knoll would take 2 days. Costs would be a digger at £96 per day (£80+VAT) and £416 labour (£13 per hour for two men for 8 hours for 2 days); a total cost of £608. The Clerk would query the labour costs.
· The ditch alongside the Memorial Hall had been filled in by an incident involving electrical contractors. County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield would take this up with Highways. Tipping of grass cuttings into this ditch was also an issue. The Clerk would write to residents of houses opposite.
· The new Lengthsman Contract had been received, signed and returned. Funding for 2015/2016 was £2053.53p.
6.2 Highways.

· Highways had reported that 2 Grit Bins had been delivered in February. 
· The jetter had been ordered for the drain at Tanglewood junction.

· Potholes in Elmbridge Green Lane had been repaired, but some were still outstanding. The Clerk would contact Highways.
· Highways would inspect trees overhanging the A442 by the bungalows and at the Knoll junction. Dodderhill PC had asked their Lengthsman to inspect dead trees below New House Farm and Tooles would inspect the dead tree on Broadfield bend.

· 2 cars were involved in an accident at the Grange Crossroads on 17th February. Dodderhill PC had again requested STOP signs at this junction. The Clerk had sent a letter of support.

· A pothole in Purshull Green Lane needed repair.
6.3 Election 2015

Nomination Forms were completed. The Clerk would deliver them to Wychavon.

Councillors were reminded to complete Election Expenses Returns. Nil returns were required before 4th June.

7. Finance

7.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £12260.99
7.2 Payments

             The following payments were approved


Elmbridge Village Hall            £12.00 (Room Hire)

D Miles

           £182.00 (Lengthsman)

S. Clift

           £526.72 (Clerk’s Salary)


HMRC

           £131.60 (PAYE tax)


S Clift

             £58.02 (Clerk’s Expenses)


R K Clift


 £45.01 (Computer Supplies)

7.3 Bank Signatories
The Clerk would make arrangements for Cllr. Andrew Halfpenny to be added to signatories on the Bank Account.
7.4 New Homes Bonus
£1,711 was due after 1st April. This would be available for 2 years. £4,911 was potentially available in the next 3 years.

The Clerk would attend the Wychavon Meeting on 25th March which would clarify the latest rules.
8. Planning
8.1 Barnend, Cashes Farm. Permission was sought for bi-fold doors and cabrio velux windows.
8.2 Land opposite Stirrups on A442. Change of use to Car Park and new access had been refused on green belt grounds. Any reinstatement of hedgerows would not be enforced until the appeal period had expired
8.3 7 Foster Drive. Permission was sought for a single storey rear extension.

Decisions were still outstanding on Apsley House (ménage) and Greenfields Farm (orangery).

9. Correspondence

A list detailing 25 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition several update emails had been received from CALC.

10. Items of Interest

10.1 All ALP donations were now receipted.
10.2 Police Commissioner’s Scheme made wooden articles produced by Long Larten prisoners available to parish councils.
10.3 Verges outside Cashes Farm had been replaced.

10.4 The new mobile home at Cornshire Field Farm had been inspected.

10.5 Accident and Emergency Services in Worcestershire were reported as being back up to strength. The A&E Consultant posts being vacated at Redditch had been advertised and were specified as being for both hospitals rather than specifically Redditch.

11. Next meetings
The next meetings would be held in Elmbridge Village Hall on WEDNESDAY 27TH MAY 2015 at 7.30 pm. The Annual General Meeting would be followed by the Normal Business Meeting of the Council which in turn would be followed by the AGM and Normal Business Meeting of the Trust for the Allotment for the Labouring Poor.

Future meeting: Thursday 16th July 2015 at 7.30pm in Elmbridge Village Hall
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