KEMERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The minutes of Kemerton Parish Council Meeting held at the Victoria Hall on Tuesday 1st September 2015 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT
Cllrs C Kulukundis, A Darby, Robert Davies and S Papacostantinou. 

IN ATTENDANCE    
Ms J Shields (Clerk) and Mr C Carver.
1. Election Of Chairman. 
Cllr Kulukundis proposed, Cllr Papacostantinou seconded and it was agreed to elect Cllr Darby as Chairman, Cllr Darby agreed to be Chairman until Christmas 2015.

2. Co Opt Councillors On To The Council. 
The council agreed to co opt Mr Clive Carver onto the council and Cllr Carver signed the acceptance of office.

3. Apologies For Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr’s Sir D Logan and Mr J Van den Broek.
Due to the lack of parishioners the meeting continued.

4. Declaration Of Interests.
Councillors were reminded to update their registers of interest held by Wychavon and to declare any personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda and their nature.

Cllr Kulukundis declared a prejudicial interest in item 12a (i) and took no part in the discussion or decision. 
5. To Elect a Vice Chairman.
Deferred.
6. To Consider The Adoption Of The Minutes Of The Meeting Held On The 7th July 2015.  
The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed and signed as a true record.
7. To Consider Applications For New Homes Bonus.
The council had not received any formal applications, However one letter, one E mail and two suggestions had been received.
· The repair of the War Memorial.

A quote of £1,200 had been received and it was agreed to apply for £700.00, as the grant received from the War Memorials Trust will pay the rest.
· The addition of names to the memorial.

Clerk to obtain a quote.

· Replacement of bins in the parish.

Clerk to photograph existing bins and supply pictures and prices of replacement bins. 

· Clean and/or replacement of benches in the parish.

Clerk to photograph existing benches and establish any plaques.
8. To Discuss Assets for Community Value. 
Deferred to the next meeting.

9. To Discuss Flood Alleviation Scheme.

The council agreed not to apply for a grant, due to works already planned for Kemerton.
10. To Discuss Grass Cutting and General Parish Maintenance.
· The green area outside The Limes was deemed to be ‘scrub’ and not a verge and had been sprayed with week killer by the Lengthsman.

Cllr’s Carver and Papacostantinou will plot more accurately, a grass cutting map, provided by Cllr Kulukundis, and report to the next meeting.
· Cllr’s Kulukundis and Darby had undertaken an inspection of Jobs lane around the area of the Squitter Brook and will undertake a more details inspection before the next meeting.

Clerk to write to the owners of Hill Furlong to ask if they could establish whether or not it is their sewage that it causing the ‘smell’.

Cllr Darby will arrange for the removal of the ‘fallen’ tree.

Jobs lane is a public highway and should be the responsibility of the County Council.
11. Finance

a) Invoices To Be Paid.
The council agreed for cheques to be signed by two councillors (bank requirement) and not three (Kemerton Standing Orders) until the new councillors are added to the mandate.
The following invoices were agreed for payment:
W CALC Councillor Training £25.00, Grant Thornton Audit £120.00, Victoria Hall (Room Hire – July) £14.00, Lengthsman July £115.15, August £25.00, Moving of VAS July £25.00, August £25.00, Westcotec VAS battery £96.00, EMI War Memorial Cleaning £2162.88.
b) To Receive Bank Balance To Date.
Bank balance was presented to the council.
12. Planning.

a) To Ratify The Comments For Applications Submitted Since The Last Meeting. 

I. W/15/01556/PP - Bramley Cottage, Back Lane, Kemerton.  Works to garage/store building and change of use to provide ancillary accommodation to Bramley Cottage.  The council has no planning reason to object.
II. W/15/01417/CU - Crown Inn, High Street, Kemerton.  

The parish council has no planning reason to object to this application however it has great concerns regarding parking, which needs to be better managed, namely that drivers to the pub park their cars thoughtfully and considerately without causing any obstructions either to the bus stop or local residents.
b) To Consider Planning Applications Submitted since the Publishing of the Agenda.
None received.

c) To Report Wychavon Planning Decisions. 
      Approved by Wychavon.

W/15/01417/CU - Crown Inn, High Street, Kemerton,

W/15/01556/PP - Bramley Cottage, Back Lane, Kemerton

Refused by Wychavon

W/15/00435/PN - Bredon Hill Radio Tower, Double Hedges Road, Overbury.
13. County Councillor Report. 
No report.
Clerk to write and ask Cllr Hardman if he could attend the next meeting and to express disappointment as to the lack of response to the Traffic calming report.
14. District Councillor Report.

I have little new to report on the planning front. In my last report I told you that Wychavon won the appeal on the site at Ashton opposite the Bredon Hill Middle School on the grounds that it would represent a major development in the AONB, which is only permitted by the National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 116 in exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated to be in the national interest.  I was really pleased about this, not only because of this particular application which was strongly opposed by the Parish Council, but also because it demonstrated the protection given to the AONB.  It was therefore a terrible shock to find that a different inspector had subsequently allowed a much bigger development at Leamington Road, Broadway.

I attended the session of the Examination in Public into the Gloucester, Cheltenham, Tewkesbury JCS dealing with the MoD Ashchurch Site, where I spoke as local Wychavon councillor expressing the concerns of the parishes in my ward.  There will be a site visit next week to show the inspector the view from Bredon Hill.

There is another appeal starting tomorrow against the refusal of 90 houses at the Worcestershire Kennels site at Fernhill Heath near Worcester.  Since one of the refusal reasons was the damage which would be caused to a Local Wildlife Site grassland I will attend this inquiry in case I can contribute as Wychavon’s Natural Heritage Champion

Wychavon has recently reviewed its housing land supply position as at the end of March 2015, and finds that the number of years has now increased from just over 5 to between 6.99 and 7.99 years.
15. Progress Reports for Information.
a) Clerk.
Previously circulated.
b) Traffic Calming.
Update had been requested.
c) Overhead Electric cables.
Update had been requested.
d) War Memorial.
The clean had been carried out.
e) Flood Meeting.
16. Correspondence For Information. (Listed On The Clerk’s Report.)
Road closure notice from Worcs. County Council.

Order to close that part of U46025 Hill Road, Kemerton from its junction with U46026 Wing Lane to its junction with U46024 Castle Hill in order to facilitate new drainage system works.
Western Power are replacing a pole 
17. Items for Future Agenda And Councillor Reports.
Each councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.  Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for either debate or decision making.
18. Date Of Next Meeting.
Tuesday 3rd November.
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