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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 14th September 2015 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Dale, Downes, Pearce, White and the Clerk Mrs Downes. Adrian Priddey, awaiting co-option.
In attendance    District Councillor Chambers and County Councillor Phil Grove together with 19 members of the public, Nagen Nagendran (Snr. Programme Engineer, Gary Kinley (Asst. Solutions Engineer, Kim Hicken ( Design Engineer) all from Severn Trent Water Authority.                   
15/101             Apologies None received. 
15/102            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


None noted 
15/103
Dispensation request. None received
  
15/104
Public Participation

The meeting was adjourned for this section. See end of these minutes for the report.
15/105
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 14th July  2015 
                         The minutes were not complete and will be ratified at 

                         October’s meeting.
15/106            County and District Councillors reports.
                       County Councillor Phil Grove apologised for not attending July’s meeting.


The pavement surface in Taberness Close costing £8,500 will be completed during this financial year.


The Norton to Ketch island project costing £8m has not been as successful as was hoped and the road markings have twice been altered to clarify lane positions.

Leaders of the County Council have decided not to vote for the election of a Mayor.


Councillor Phil Grove informed the meeting that following D & L Contractors going into receivership at the Little Lightwood Lane site, the owner of the site had been ordered by Worcester County Council to re-instate the site to its former condition.

The costs of caring for vulnerable children is one of the Council’s most expensive services costing £800 per week each, resulting in an annual cost of £26m-£28m. He then encouraged the importance of anyone willing to consider fostering a vulnerable child.

District Councillor Chambers reminded councillors of the Parish Conference on 9th October.


The S.W.D.P. will go to full council at M.H.D.C.on 22nd September with a review on 5th October. No problems are aniticipated.

15/107           Severn Trent/Pumping Station
                        Representatives from Severn Trent thanked the Parish Council for their invitation and gave a brief presentation of their proposed upgrade of the pumping station. They produced plans and invited those present to view, then took questions from the floor. 

                        They assured everyone that the new improvement works will start June 2016 with completion due July 2017 and will accommodate all new proposed housing (planning application 15/00883/OUT) and agreed applications.


One of the conditions included in  their consultation response is that the houses should not be occupied until completion of this scheme.                   

   15/108           Planning

A planning report is attached to these minutes.

There had been 3 new planning applications, 1 appeal notice and 1 application for Certificate of Lawfulness received since the last Parish Council meeting in July. Of these, 2 were considered contencious-15/00883/OUT and 15/00708/OUT, for which a public meeting was arranged on 10th August 2015, at which the public were encouraged to express their feelings to the Parish and District Councillors. All applications were then considered at a planning meeting on 22nd August 2015 held at Weston Hill House and responses to all except 15/00883/OUT were agreed. 

15/00883/OUT, Wolverley Homes. Outline application, with all matters reserved for a residential development of up to 25 dwellings of which 40% are to be affordable dwellings, with associated new access and car parking, on-site biodiversity area and public open space.

                        Following a potted history made by the Chairman of affordable housing needs going back to 2004 including planning applications agreed/rejected and the Council’s involvement, the Parish Council voted unanimously to recommend refusal to this application.

See also notes at Public Participation *
   15/109          Co Option
                        Adrian Priddey had completed an application form and the 

                         members voted unanimously to elect him onto the Parish Council to represent Cotheridge. He signed the Declaration of Office form and was welcomed as the 6th member of the Council and took office immediately. 
15/110          Matters Arising
                      20.8.2015

During the summer recess, the Clerk had met with Michelle 

                      Lewis from the West Midlands Ambulance Service on site at the


Royal Oak pub to determine the most suitable site for the 

                      defibrillator. Matthew, the pub’s manager joined us and he 


is happy for it to be mounted on the outside easterly wall. The


next stage is for an electricity supply to be routed to this area


and for us to order the unit and case. 


Part funding from the British Heart Foundation would not allow


the unit to be locked, therefore the Parish Council felt that in 
                      order to avoid theft/vandalism, the defibrillator should be locked

                     and therefore needed to be funded entirely from its own funds.


Once we have the unit available, the Clerk intends to arrange 


regular training/refresher courses (via Michelle) for C.P.R. and 

                      defibrillator usage at the village hall.


Depending on the style of unit and case, the cost would be in

                      the region of £1200 plus electricity supply installation.

11, 9.2015

The Chairman and Clerk met with Gerry Brienza from Highways


Department to discuss the most suitable site/s to install a 

                      Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign including a data storage unit 


(dsu). Gerry suggested opposite the Royal Oak and he will 

                      arrange for a new pole to be erected. This will enable the unit to

 monitor both directions. Other sites will be suggested at a 

                      later stage. The existing V.A, S. units are too old to be adapted


for this purpose and a new unit will cost £2875 exclusive of VAT


with a 1 year warranty from Westcotec. The Clerk will find out if


we may be eligible for financial support from our Ward 

                      Councillors’ discretionary budget fund.


Community Energy Scheme.

Cllrs. Pearce and Downes had met with Mrs. Jan Oliff to discuss 
the future of the Community Interest Co. which is now dormant 


and a decision needs to be made with regards to continuing or


abandoning it. At this Parish Council meeting the matter was

discussed and it was decided that the company should be 

                      maintained, given the likely small cost involved. Cllrs. Downes


and Priddey agreed to take over directorship pro tem.. 

Broadwas School Grant Application.


After further clarification from Mark Allen, Headmaster, the


Parish Council agreed to part fund the school to the tune of 

                      £200. This was proposed by Cllr. Pearce, seconded by Cllr.


Downes and carried forward.


Damage at Berryfields will be covered in 15/111 (d)


New bus service provider.


With effect from 6th September 2015, D.R.M. will be providing


a service covering the 420 route, Worcester to Hereford, 

                      formerly provided by First Midland Red. New timetables have

                      been placed in both bus shelters and on notice boards.
15/111           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been given to all present and all payments

agreed. n.b. The insurance for the village hall had been agreed and paid on 17th July. Cover for the next three years will be provided by Allied West at a considerable saving.
b) Clerk’s Report.
A copy had been provided to all present. The Clerk continues to report fires at the Hill Top site which is yet again occupied by unknown persons. A stile at, Beacon, Broad Green has been reported for the 3rd time for repair/replacement.
c) Public Land Officer’s Report for August 2015.
Not received in time for this meeting, however, Peter Parkes continues to remove dog mess from the litter bin in Broadwas village. 

The cut at Broad Green this year has been done but due to the contractor’s equipment being damaged during the process, was unable to bail the grass in time. The Clerk and Chairman had arranged for this to be done with the help of others. Peter Parkes will tidy up and remove the remaining 50 bails within the next few weeks.
d) Berryfield Report.
New safety signs have been erected on the rails at the car park; NO DOGS, NO KITE FLYING, NO UNAUTHORISED VEHICLES and VEHICLE PARKING. The new Berryfield sign will be erected within the next few days.

The off-road cycle track at the southern end of the field is now ready to use. The soil has now settled and weeds are under control. Temporary safety signs are in place and an entry into Footprints for October’s edition announcing its

opening and safety regulations will be made.

Approximately 10 meters of the exercise track has been topped up with a further layer of ‘to dust’ material in an effort to improve its surface. The Public Land Officer suggests that winter weather will further compact the surface and help to prevent the larger stone from lifting. We await further developments.

                       e) Village Hall

A risk Assessment report for July 2015 noted no problems.
                       f)  Bus Shelters/Notice Board

Risk Assessment check done in July 2015. All notice boards

and bus shelters in good condition-nothing to report.

The notice board in Broadwas village is being refurbished and re-sited to behind the bus shelter.
15/112
Correspondence

Jo Cross, Community Services Officer has advised the Parish Council that M.H.D.C. has received a cheque for £46,000 from Wolverley Homes in payment of 106 public open space contribution in respect of approved planning application 13/01209/FUL. Applications are now invited for eligible projects relating to public open space, sport, recreation and community facilities. The Parish Council will submit its application to extend the village hall as soon as possible.
15/113
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
.
None noted.
15/114             Date of next meeting.


12th October 2015
Chairman  G Winkworth  dated 12.10.2015
Attached:
Treasurer’s Report
Planning Report 
Public participation.
*Mr Keith Brooks, speaking on behalf of the Action Group which is against planning application 15/00883/OUT had produced a 12 point list of reasons why this application should be refused and asked the Parish Council to consider these in its summation and response. The Parish Council assured him that it will be considered.
Mrs. Jan Norris reminded the Parish Council that 32 letters of objection have been received by M.H.D.C. and opined together with others that a response of ‘refusal’ should be made. Other questions from the floor were answered during the Planning section of the meeting.

The Royal Oak’s advertising boards are obscuring the site line along the main road. The Clerk visit the premises.
	Results from’ MHDC.  
15/00464/FUL 28.5.2015 Dr. R Shepherd, Broadwas Hall WR6 5NE for ‘ Creation of new entrance off A44, erection of new gates and adjacent walls. Reply 8.6.2015. No objection. 18.8.2015 REFUSED.
New Applications received/still awaiting result
14/01477/FUL 26.7.2015 Mr J Evans, The Stable Yard, Stone Farm, Broadwas WR6 5NE.  Advice of APPEAL NOTIFICATION (APP/J1860/W/15/3032510). Representations by 27/8/2015.Response:  The Parish Council re-iterate its comments on the original application .

15/00120/OUT 16.6.2015 Mr Max Askew, land adjacent to Sunnybank, Little Green, Broadwas WR6 5NH for 3 dwellings on land at Cherry Bank, Butts Lane. 13.7.2015 Response ‘No objection’

15/00708/OUT. 13.7.2015. Mr. Peter Burgoyne, Field Ridge ,Bromyard Road, Cotheridge WR6 5LP for:

Outline application with all matters reserved except details of access, for the erection of B1/B8 development at Field Ridge following demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm.Response: The Parish Council does not regard the statement of ‘demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm’ relevant in any respect to this application therefore our original comments remain valid. This will be ratified at the next PC meeting on 14.9.2015. 

15/00957/FUL 30.7.2015 Sun & Soil.
Location: Otherton Farm, Otherton Lane, Cotheridge, Worcester WR6 5LS for:

Ground mounted solar farm installation of up to 4.0MW capacity including ancillary buildings, CCTV, security fencing, access tracks, landscaping and all associated infrastructure. Recommend APPROVAL.
15/00621CLE  Mr & Mrs R D Rogers for an Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use of the buildings and land (not included in planning permission 04/01714/FUL) granted Nov 2014 for B2(General Industrial) use at Little Lightwood Farm, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT. RESPONSE The Parish Council is not satisfied with the completeness and accuracy of the information in the Statutory Declaration. It finds it questionable that D&L Contractors (now in receivership/voluntary liquidation) were carrying on a business with a B2 classification without consent. During the last 12 months, the Parish Council has received numerous complaints relating to this business including noise, air and light pollution and site traffic. If this Certificate of Lawfulness would result in a resurgence of these problems then a refusal would be our recommendation.

Treasurer's Report for Broadwas & Cotheridge Parish Council Meeting
for Sept

2015

Payments

Receipts

Lloyds account

21367.09

Berryfields Account

11480.01

NS&I account

3430.88

Balance Total

36277.98

Receipts & Payments included in this total

3.7.2015 

VAT reimb

213.22

14.7.2015

L/M reimb

564.00

13.7.2015

995

CALC

 

30.00

17.7.2015

996

Allied West

427.62

3.8.2015

VAT reimb

 

 

148.36

31.7.2015

997

S Downes sal July

289.35

3.8.2015

998

MHDC

 

26.49

 

 

 

 

 

36277.98

Payments awaiting presentation

still awaiting presentation

24.8.2015

999

A Bullock

 

403.20

31.8.2015

1000

S Downes sal Aug

289.35

692.55

0

35585.43

For agreement at tonight's meeting

14.9.2015

1001

S Downes exp J/A

42.96

14.9.2015

1002

Colin Hemming
72.00

114.96

35470.47

Commited payments

monies

Speed activated signs

602

602

 

chqs issued between meetings
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