35
PAGE  
6

BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 11th January 2016 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Dale, Downes, Pearce, White, the Clerk Mrs Downes and 6 members of the public.
In attendance    District Councillor David Chambers and County Councillor Phil Grove.                   
16/001          Apologies  Councillor Priddey. His apology was noted and accepted. 
16/002            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


None noted.
16/003
Dispensation request. None received
 
16/004             Co-option
                        Mr. Jeff Guest had completed a co-option form and was voted and welcomed on to the Parish Council. He signed the Declaration of Office form and took office immediately.
 16/005             Public Participation

The meeting was adjourned for this section. One request for update on Lightwood Farm will be covered in the County Councillors Report.
 16/006
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 9th Nov 2015
                          and a Planning Meeting on 14th December 2015

                         These were agreed to be a true record and were signed by

                          the Chairman
 16/007
County Councillor and District Councillor’s Reports.

County Councillor Grove predicted a challenging year ahead.

The deputy leader of Worcestershire County Council, Simon 

                        Gerrity will take leadership from 14th January until further 

                        notice.  A £10million grant for adult social services funded from 

                        central government will now be funded locally, w.e.f.

                        17.12.2015. Being already £3 million short of savings, this will 

                         raise the figure to £13million, resulting in the maximum

                         cap of 2% being applied for 2016/2017, effecting a £40

                         increase on Band D (average) rate payers.

However, Worcestershire County Council still remains in the 

                        lower half of Council Tax Rates nationally.

A delegation from Worcester County Council plan to meet with

The Education Secretary for better grant funding per pupil.


There is more than sufficient grit available should we

                         experience more severe weather.


Local issues:


The County Council will be monitoring recent grid-locking in


the St. Johns area.


Enforcement teams from County and District level have visited 


The Lightwood Farm site. They continue to be seriously 

                         concerned with its use and monitoring is ongoing, however it 

                         is felt that a satisfactory conclusion may be some time being


effected.


All County Councils are now responsible for the cost of health 


of people incarcerated in prisons.


District Councillor Chambers report:


1. The Council's Business Plan: The council's business plan will go before the Executive Committee on 26th January and Full Council on 2nd February. It will set out the Business Plan in relation to the Administration's new Strategic Plan which will also be put before the Executive Committee and Full Council on the same dates. The Business Plan will take into account the government's changes to the Revenue Support Grant which will disappear completely by 2019/2020. Some of this funding will be replaced by a new Rural Services Delivery Grant but overall, MHDC will need to make savings of £1.8m each year by 2018/2019. One of the consequences of cuts in funding will be an increase in Council Tax of £5 per year (for a band D property) which equates to an increase of 3.6%.

2. The Council's 5 Year Rolling Plan: Many councils are only planning one year ahead but the Conservative Administration are recommending to Council a 5 year rolling plan which has 3 key priority area. The Plan will be difficult, taking into account current financing difficulties but we believe achievable.

3. There are 2 Neighbourhood Planning meetings taking place in the Council Chamber at MHDC between 2pm - 4pm on Monday 25th January and between 6pm and 8pm on Thursday 28th January.
 16/008            Matters Arising.

Training has been arranged for use of the defibrillator. Michelle Lewis from West Midlands Ambulance Service will be available on Sunday 7th February at 11 a.m. for lessons in defibrillator and CPR use. This training session has been advertised in Footprints’ January and February editions.
 16/009
Planning

There were 2 planning applications to consider:


15/01610/FUL Mr P Brooke, Cedars Farm, Broadwas for ‘erection of a single dwelling house’.


One Councillor abstained and the application was approved by a majority- Recommend APPROVAL.


15/01737/OUT Mr R Twose, land at Haresfield, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge for ‘proposed new dwelling on existing garden land. Council unanimously agreed to recommend APPROVAL with a caveat yet to be ratified.
 16/010           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been given to all present and all payments

were agreed. A copy is attached to these minutes.
b) Clerk’s Report.  
A copy had been given to each member. In addition, the Clerk was instructed to report the diminishing road markings on the A4440 at the island at Rushwick travelling in a westerly direction. Lane and directional arrows re-painting, will hopefully, give drivers a clearer indication of position and direction. 
Some of the pot holes in the lay-by at Laylocks Nursery have been filled however more remain. The Clerk will request these to be repaired.

Recent inclement weather has once again brought flooding to 2 areas along the A44 between Crown East and Broadwas. The Lengthsman has been working along this stretch of road trying to minimise damage, however, blocked drains continue to hold water for too long on the roads’ surface and whilst on site, he had contacted the Clerk to request more ‘flood’ signs from Highways Dept, be put in place to warn motorist of dangerous conditions. In his opinion, the Lengthsman felt it was a case of ‘too little, too late’. The Clerk is to find out if the Parish Council could purchase its own supply of these signs and include their usage in the Lengthsman’s remit. 
c) Public Land Officer’s Report for December 2015.
This had not been received in time for the meeting. Clerk will chase
d) Berryfield Report.
Rabbits are once again causing damage; the Clerk will arrange some pest control.

After a discussion, it was decided that the surface of the exercise track needs no further work/improvement and we will await to see if the wet winter weather has helped compact and consolidate the track’s materials.
e) Village Hall Report.
A Risk Assessment Report had been completed for Oct-Dec 2015. All fire equipment had been serviced in December and the mat behind entrance doors has been reduced in size allowing both swing doors to open freely.

A working party from the Village Hall Committee had undertaken a ‘spring clean’ in November 2015. 

The Xmas Faye on 5th December had been successful, raising approx. £300.
 16/011
Budget/Precept for 2016/2017

The Clerk and Chairman had prepared a budget for 2016/2017.


The Council’s Tax Base Figure (TBF) for this financial year is £269.45, a drop from last years’ 2015/2016’s figure (£283.08). This was due to MHDC giving Broadwas & Cotheridge P.C. the benefit of the effect of 15 new houses which should have been reflected in Rushwick’s TBF figure for 2015/2016 and not ours.

The budget requested will reduce to £20,000.00, which will calculate the Band D figure at £73.01, (last year’s was £73.12) which should show a small percentage reduction on Council Tax bills. All those present supported the budget calculation and the Clerk will request the precept in the normal manner.
 16/012            Correspondence received
a) An email from the Nora Parsons Centre had been received thanking the Parish Council for their promised donation of £300 for the next financial year.

b) The ‘Clean for the Queen’ initiative was considered, however, the Parish Council felt it should focus on celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday in June and a working party to include Cllr Chris White and Cllr. Eric Dale was established. The Clerk will enquire if Broadwas School is planning any celebrations which the PC could join forces with.
c) The Chantry School proposes to increase its planned admission number from 145 to 180 and will move from a 5 class to a 6 class entry in year 7 w.e.f.September 2017. A consultation is being launched and the Parish Council has been asked for its comments to be put forward by 29th January 2016. It declined to comment.
 16/013
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

None.

. 
 16/014            Date of next meeting.

8th February 2016
Chairman 
Attached:
Treasurer’s Report
Planning Report 
Public participation. 
Planning Report for Jan 2016 meeting
Results from’  MHDC. 

15/00120/OUT 16.6.2015 Mr Max Askew, land adjacent to Sunnybank, Little Green, Broadwas WR6 5NH for 3 dwellings on land at Cherry Bank, Butts Lane. 13.7.2015 Response ‘No objection’
18.11.2015 Response from MHDC ‘Refusal of o
utline planning permission.
15/01284/LBC 15.10.2015 Mr. & Mrs. Cullen, Lower Court Farm, Cotheridge WR6 5LZ for ‘replacement of existing windows and porch.

28.10.2015 Response ‘suggest APPROVAL’7.12.2015 Response from MHDC ‘APPROVAL’
15/01318/HOU 8.10.2015 Mr. J Robbins, Sixfields Farm, Cotheridge WR6 5LX for ‘to retain double garage with games room/storage over timber balcony (RETROSPECTIVE).28.10.2015 Response’ suggest APPROVAL’ 1.12.2015 Response from MHDC ‘APPROVAL’
15/00957/FUL 30.7.2015 Sun & Soil.
Location: Otherton Farm, Otherton Lane, Cotheridge, Worcester WR6 5LS for:

Ground mounted solar farm installation of up to 4.0MW capacity including ancillary buildings, CCTV, security fencing, access tracks, landscaping and all associated infrastructure. Recommend APPROVAL. 18.12.2015 response from MHDC ‘APPROVAL’
14/01477/FUL 26.7.2015 Mr J Evans, The Stable Yard, Stone Farm, Broadwas WR6 5NE.  Advice of APPEAL NOTIFICATION (APP/J1860/W/15/3032510). Representations by 27/8/2015.Response:  The Parish Council re-iterate its comments on the original application. 15.12.2015 APPEAL DISMISSED
15/01521/FUL 9.11.2015 (too late for Nov meeting)

	Proposed re-alignment of part of existing driveway to Rivendale and change of use of land to provide additional domestic garden for Walnut cottage.

	Rivendale, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge, Worcestershire, WR6 5LT Response:

The Parish Council would have no objection to this application provided that:
1)   The new driveway would be exclusively for the use of domestic traffic to and from Rivendale.
2)   The change of use to garden would be in perpetuity and would be specific to exclude any future developments.
3)   Hedgerows would be re-instated and maintained to accommodate the varied bird population presently in situ.
4)   Adequate drainage is installed so as not to exacerbate existing problems with surface water.  9.1.2016 Response from MHDC ‘APPROVED’



New Applications received/still awaiting result
15/00708/OUT. 13.7.2015. Mr. Peter Burgoyne, Field Ridge ,Bromyard Road, Cotheridge WR6 5LP for:

Outline application with all matters reserved except details of access, for the erection of B1/B8 development at Field Ridge following demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm.Response: The Parish Council does not regard the statement of ‘demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm’ relevant in any respect to this application therefore our original comments remain valid. This will be ratified at the next PC meeting on 14.9.2015. 

15/00621CLE  Mr & Mrs R D Rogers for an Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use of the buildings and land (not included in planning permission 04/01714/FUL) granted Nov 2014 for B2(General Industrial) use at Little Lightwood Farm, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT. RESPONSE The Parish Council is not satisfied with the completeness and accuracy of the information in the Statutory Declaration. It finds it questionable that D&L Contractors (now in receivership/voluntary liquidation) were carrying on a business with a B2 classification without consent. During the last 12 months, the Parish Council has received numerous complaints relating to this business including noise, air and light pollution and site traffic. If this Certificate of Lawfulness would result in a resurgence of these problems then a refusal would be our recommendation.
15/00883/OUT 15.7.2015. Land between Church Lane and Broadwas Primary School Broadwas for ‘Outline application, with all matters reserved for a residential development of up to 25 dwellings of which 40% are to be affordable dwellings. With associated new access and car parking, on-site biodiversity area and public open space. Applicant Wolverley Homes Ltd. RESPONSE
Whilst the concept of supplying affordable housing in the village is, without doubt, agreeable, before this substantially more ambitious project of 25 houses (App.No.15/00883/OUT) which encroaches on open agricultural countryside, is considered for approval, the PC would wish to see the three previously approved/submitted applications (13/01209/FUL,14/01682/FUL,13/01224/FUL) started, completed and occupied.

In all, the current applications would potentially increase the housing in the village by some 30 to 33% which the PC consider to be unsustainable growth.

Contrary to the Statement of Community Involvement submitted with the application, this recommendation has been formulated without any consultation with the developers with respect to this site. It is, of course, ancillary to the jurisdiction of the statutory agencies, who will consider the possible problems which fall within their remit, concerning; traffic, sewage and surface water disposal and proximity of heritage (i.e. listed buildings) and wildlife sites.

On this basis we recommend refusal of outline planning permission.

15.10.2015 Request for further comments received due to additional information received which may affect the PC’s views. (Reply by 29.10.2015). 29.10.2015 Response:

Dear Mr.Kinsella,

                                                                                        

Further to our previous response, we would like to draw your attention to certain aspects of the Paper submitted by PRP Consultants dated 6th October 2015 PRP Ref14-20.
 
1. Section 1.0 Cumulative Impact.  There is some confusion with the reference to 'The Council', this can be misconstrued as referring to the Parish Council, whereas it, in fact, is meant to refer to Malvern Hills District Council. Therefore the first four paragraphs of this section have no relevance to the Parish Council or the submission.
 
2. Section 1.0 paragraph 5 beginning 'When one looks'. This paragraph refers to there being 232 dwellings in the Parish. This number is incorrect.  It is in fact 160 dwellings.
 
3. Section 1.0 paragraph 6 beginning ' Broadwas in terms of its number of houses'. The content of this paragraph equally lead to the fact that it could be argued that the characteristics of Broadwas are more aligned to a category 3 village in that it is smaller than a lot of other category 3 villages and because it does not have a shop.

 4. Section 1.0 paragraph 7 beginning with ''Overall, it is considered etc'. This has not been proved.
 
5. Section 2. 'Consultation with Parish Council'. Notwithstanding the comments made in this section, the statements in our original response remain valid, i.e. no meeting with regard to this development has taken place at any time between the Parish Council and Wolverley Homes. 
 
15/00861/FUL 6/10/2015 Mr. Chris Baulch, land at (os7586 5574 Stoney Ley) for ‘conversion and change of use from stable to tourist accommodation and erection of ancillary stable/store and associated parking. 13.10.2015 Response’ recommend APPROVAL’
15/01253/OUT 5.11.2015 (Too late for Nov’s meeting) Mr. P Ashcroft, Land at Church Lane, Broadwas WR6 5NQ.
	Proposed detached dormer bungalow and associated garage utilising existing access within curtilage of No 7 Broadwas Court together with new detached single garage and access to serve No 7 Broadwas Court. Response: No 

objection.

15/01561/FUL 26.11.2015 (Too late for Nov’s meeting) St. Leonards Church Cotheridge for ‘Installation of rooflights to new kitchen area, new trench arch drainage and new access ramp. Response ‘recommend APPROVAL’
Notice of Appeal for 14/01399/OUT-Land North of Haresfield, Lightwood Lane,Cotheridge for the ‘erection of 2, 4 bed detached dwellings with garages.

APP/J1860/W/15/3132470

15/01610/FUL 21.12.2015. Erection of a single dwelling house.

Cedars Farm, Broadwas, Worcestershire, WR6 5NE

Mr. P Brooke
15/01737/OUT 21.12.2015 Proposed new dwelling on existing garden land. 

 Mr. R Twose, land at Haresfield, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge,WR6 5LT.




	Treasurer's Report for Broadwas & Cotheridge Parish Council Meeting 
	for Jan

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2016

	
	
	
	
	Payments
	Receipts
	
	

	Lloyds account
	
	
	
	
	
	24970.65

	Berryfields Account
	
	
	
	
	
	11480.01

	NS&I account
	
	
	
	
	
	3430.88

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Total
	
	
	
	
	
	39881.54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts & Payments included in this total
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	Payments awaiting presentation
	still awaiting presentation
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	39592.19

	For agreement at tonight's meeting
	
	
	
	

	11.1.2016
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	S Downes expNo/De
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