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	At the Extra-ordinary Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
28th August 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston (Chair), D Jennings, D Stanley, E A Taft

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, 9 members of public, including 




representatives from Holt Parish Council, residents from 




Monkwood 
Green, representatives of Monkwood Solar Farm





Action Group


Apologies:  
 P Ayers, D Lewis, B R Woodhouse, A Davies,  B Jones

  

	152/15
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: There were none. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  

- M Weston: Acquaintance with land owners / farmers in relation to the Solar Farm application 15/01033/FUL. The livestock of one of the farmers occasionally grazes her land. 

- D Stanley: Acquaintance with land owners / famers in relation to the Solar Farm application 15/01033/FUL.

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  

d) To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  There were none.

153/15
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  The following written dispensations were requested and agreed:

Councillors
Reason

To Speak

To Vote

Period of Dispensation

D Stanley
To allow for discussions and a vote on recommendations to MHDC in respect of planning application 15/01033/FUL Solar Farm, Monkwood Green

Yes
Yes
Until the next Parish Council elections – scheduled May 2019
M Weston

To allow for discussions and a vote on recommendations to MHDC in respect of planning application 15/01033/FUL Solar Farm, Monkwood Green

Yes
No
Until the next Parish Council elections – scheduled May 2019
Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. 

· The Chair stated her intention to suspend standing orders as required during the meeting, to allow members of the public and representatives of the Action Groups to report on their work during specific agenda items.
· The representatives of Holt Parish Council were welcomed.

There being no other comments the meeting was re-opened.

154/15
Planning: 15/0000016/CM 
Proposed Materials Recycling 


Facility, Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration and 



Enhancement Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley

a) To receive the final progress report (verbal summary) from Grimley [Village] Action Group in relation to the above planning application 

Standing orders were suspended to allow representations from the public and from Grimley [Village] Action Group.

Robin Humphries recommended adoption of the finished objection. He spoke of the strong grounds for opposing the application on the basis of planning policy and that the application itself is flawed, as Environmental Impact Assessment and other reports have not been submitted to WCC. He commented that it may be probable that the applicants will be given additional time to address these omissions.
Cllr Stanley thanked everyone involved, including the consultants and the parishioners for their professionalism and for the huge amount of time and effort put in by all. The thanks previously submitted by Cllr Woodhouse via email were also passed to the Action Group.
The Chair formally thanked Grimley [Village] Action Group for their efforts and hard work and to Holt Parish Council for their contribution, for adding weight to the overall objection and for the opportunity to comment on their own parish council response. 
Standing orders were reinstated at this point

b) To consider and approve the final objection compiled and written jointly by the Grimley [Village] Action Group and RCA Regeneration on behalf of the Parish Council

The Chair proposed the adoption of the finished objection as the definitive response by the Parish Council. This was seconded and agreed by all.



The following actions are to be conducted by the Clerk:

· A thank you letter (and invoice) to be sent to Holt Parish Council along with a finalised hard copy of the objection.
· A covering letter to be appended to the finished objection, delivery of that hardcopy objection to WCC before the deadline and a receipt to be obtained.

155/15 
Planning: 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV 


Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at 

Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green

a) To receive a verbal update from the Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group in relation to the above planning application

Standing orders were suspended to allow representations from the public and from Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group



Annette Collett of the above group gave the following report:
· There have been 3 group meetings so far involving 30 members (receiving emailed updates or attending meetings in person). Many have already submitted comments to the Malvern Hills District Council planning website. Leaflets and posters have been distributed and a website set up. www.saynomonkwoodsolarfarm.co.uk
· The group has been receiving guidance from Cllr Heather Randell, Wichenford Parish Council, who is a noted local historian and has been involved with similar planning applications, including that at Woodhall.

· District Cllr Dean Clark has attended meetings in order to guide on general planning policy regulations, but has not specifically commented on this application to the group.
· A number of errors and under-stated features have been noted on the planning application, including the Tree Survey and the locations of the footpaths. The land classification (3B, thus allowing a Solar Farm to be sited) is disputed by the group. Many of the maps and photos are considered misleading. References to rights of way and access to the site are considered vague, misleading or missing in the application. The Clerk is to approach the Land Registry to attempt to clarify land ownership and access rights to the site.

· The group intends to submit a formal, factual, non-emotive, objection to Grimley Parish Council by 18th September with the hope that they will accept / adopt this work and submit it to MHDC on behalf of the parish.

· The group still has many questions in relation to general planning policy and had considered the option of involving a consultant to help with this but had not researched this. In general it was thought that the expense of a consultant could be avoided by a meeting with the Planning Officer Dean Kinsella. The Parish Clerk is to assist with setting this up. The Chair is to discuss the usefulness of consultant involvement (particularly in challenging the land classification) with RCA Consultants, who so recently assisted with the Pencroft Quarry planning objection.

· The Parish Clerk is to also double check the deadline for the Parish Council submission. [Note: confirmed as 10am Wed 30th September].
· It was noted that Mr T Pargeter of Monkwood Green had submitted a letter to the Parish Council regarding this application and that his comments would be considered in the final parish Council response.

· Cllr Jennings proposed that the finalised Action Group objection be received by the Parish Council in time for the next Full Parish Council meeting on 21st September, with a view to adoption and incorporation with Cllr comments. This was seconded and agreed by members.

Standing orders were reinstated at this point



b)  To consider progression of a Parish Council response
This item had already been covered previously. The following comments previously submitted by Cllr Woodhouse by email were noted: “Solar panels should be installed on existing industrial or domestic dwellings. Alternative power could be made by using fast flowing waterways such as the river Severn. The loss of green field sites for the next 20 yrs is a serious consideration”.
c) To consider the requirement that a Certificate B (access across parish land) be received by the Parish Council from the appropriate persons
 It was resolved and agreed that no Certificate B is to be 
 requested from the applicants, but that its omission is to be noted 
 in the Parish Council response to the planning application.
156/15
Planning: 14/01290/HOU - Demolition of existing extension 


and erection of a two storey extension. The Old Bakery, 



Moseley Road, Hallow, (Nb. On the boundary of Grimley 



Parish)

a) To note this planning application and consider a response. 





     There were no comments or objections.


157/15
Monkwood Green – Management of the SSSI

a) To receive an update from the Clerk on the joint project (in liaison with Worcester Wildlife and with the input of Monkwood Green residents) to maintain the SSSI

· It was noted that Monkwood Green non SSSI has now been baled up and taken away.

· “Use of rytec on Monkwood Green SSSI: James Hitchcock at Worcester Wildlife has liaised with the contractor regarding which areas need to be dealt with. He and the contractor have walked the site and mowing is due to commence in September 2015. James, Francis Flanagan (Natural England) and Richard Weaver (Monkwood Green Working Party) have given their comments on the plans and have suggested sites for topping, areas for storage of arisings and areas for bonfires. Francis has requested that a map of all sites be produced before work commences.  A Parish Council Working Party is meeting on the 3rd September to do this. Since work is due to start before the next Parish Council meeting, Parish Council consent for this work needed to be given in advance of the final mapping of areas. Delegated power needed to be provided to the working party to decide on final areas for mowing, storage and burning on their site visit on the 3rd.”
· The Chair proposed and it was seconded and agreed that the necessary delegated powers be given to the Working Party to decide on the areas as above, subject to inspection on the day.
b) To consider and approve the following: 

Italics text is the information agreed by the Parish Council at this meeting.

- use of the rytec on Monkwood Green SSSI;

 Approved

- specific areas to be topped with the rytec; 
The areas cut and treated by the Residents Association during various work parties over the winter months (areas adjacent to Monkwood itself and The Woodlands); the area near to The Croft (Natural England has previously agreed this work); and the area previously grazed by the cattle/ant hills area (in previous years this area has been topped by a local contractor but he has suffered damage to his topper, hence the reason for proposing use of sturdier machinery). 



- areas to use for storage of arisings; 

 Under the oak trees (as suggested by Natural England)

· areas for bonfires (disposal of arisings)



Arisings from previous work conducted by the Residents Association has been disposed of two bonfire sites (set up with guidance from Worcester Wildlife and permission of James Griffiths – previously of Natural England).  These sites should be used again.
· The Chair proposed and it was seconded and agreed that the above information is to be formally submitted to Natural England, in order to obtain the necessary permission to proceed with the rytec project.

 158/15
Works for the Lengthsman 



The Lengthsman is to be approached to conduct the following works: 

· Cut the hedges obscuring the 30mph signs going into Grimley village. Cut back around the telegraph poles and make sure that the hedge/verge approaching Grimley village is not obscuring visibility.

· Tidy the triangle in Grimley village, opposite the notice board.

· Cut and clear the roadside verge alongside the graveyard in Grimley village. Clear the steps up into the churchyard and clear the footpath sign of ivy.

· Remove a fallen tree of ivy opposite the Smaller Charities Trust Land.

159/15

To approve the payment of outstanding accounts 



Members approved the payments of accounts as in the



Supplementary Agenda.
160/15
Date of Next Meeting: 21st September 2015, 7.30pm at the 

Peace Hall, Sinton Green. 


	Clerk

Clerk
Clerk
Chair

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk




Schedule of Payments - 28th August 2015
The undermentioned accounts were approved for payment at this meeting:
	948
	Go Ecologic Ltd
	Peace Hall Doors Invoice: 86
	1618.32
	Including  VAT

	949
	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk expenses i
	82.63
	Including  VAT

	950
	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk expenses ii
	150.00
	

	951
	RCA Regeneration Ltd
	Consultants 15/000016/CM. 
Invoice: 842.
	1980.00


	Including  VAT


Chair     ...........................    
(21st September 2015)
