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	At the Extra-ordinary Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
21th September 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:


B R Woodhouse (Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, B Jones, D Lewis, 



D Stanley, E A Taft.
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, 7 members of the public
Apologies:  
M Weston, D Jennings  

   

	161/15
Declarations of Interest

a. Register of Interests: 

There were none. 

b. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  

None new. Members referred to previously disclosed interests on file. 
c. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  

None new. Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  

d. To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  

There were none.

162/15
To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  


There were none.

163/15
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes for the following meetings: 



The Minutes of the following previous meetings, having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record.  
a. Full Parish Council, 10th August 2015.
Members noted item 149/15 ‘Speeding in Grimley’. It was noted that the Clerk is awaiting for the results of the speed tube check in Grimley village before exploring additional speed checking activities with WCC.
b. Extra-ordinary meeting of Full Parish Council, 28th August 2015.

164/15
Matters arising from previous Minutes not listed elsewhere on this agenda.
a. 15/0000016/CM , Proposed Materials Recycling Facility, Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration and Enhancement Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley.

i. Cllrs to note that the joint objection by Grimley and Holt Parish Councils and Grimley Action Group, compiled with the aid of RCA Consultants, has been submitted to and formally receipted by Worcestershire County Council. 

This was duly noted by Members.
ii. Motion to retrospectively approve the sending of an invoice for £550 to Holt Parish Council, as their contribution towards the above consultancy fees. 

This was approved by Members.
b. To receive an update on legal actions - Grimley (Oval) Raceway.

Members noted that court actions are proceeding but that no further update was available. This item will not appear on future agendas again until an update has been received.

c. To receive an updated on possible enforcement matters in Ockeridge Lane.

Members noted that a planning application by the site owner has still not been submitted to Malvern Hills District Council. The Enforcement Investigations Officer will provide further updates when they become available. This item will not appear on future agendas until an update is received.
165/15
Public question time.



Closure of the meeting to allow the public present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. 



The following is a note of the representations made and do not form an official part of the minutes. They are included here for ease.

Two representations were made by residents in favour of the proposed solar farm in Monkwood Green. A resident of Monkwood Green noted that recent flyers distributed by residents may contain a number of inaccuracies relating to the size of the proposal, the number of lorries proposing to attend the site daily and objected to the inference of applying the word “developers” to those hoping to transform the site. 

A representation was made by a farmer to the Parish Council in relation to the hedges and trees down Dark Lane. They recommended their own actions in maintaining and supervising the condition of the hedges and trees bordering their land. It was noted that regulations prohibit the cutting of hedges before 1st September, during which time farmers prioritise the harvest. The work that the farmer and his family had conducted to remove fly tipped settees from the stream was noted by Members.


       There being no other comments the meeting was re-opened.

166/15   To Receive the Report of the Police Officer.


None were present.

167/15
To Receive the Report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove.


None were present.

168/15
To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke.


Members accepted the apologies of DCllr Clarke.
169/15
Planning – to consider and comment on the following planning applications

a. 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green.

i. To note that the final deadline for submission of Grimley Parish Council response to this planning application is 10am, 30th September 2015.
The deadline has been further extended by MHDC until 12 noon on Friday 2nd October 2015. 

ii. To receive an update from Monkwood Green Solar Action Group.
In light of the ongoing communications between Monkwood Solar Action Group and planning officers at MHDC, the Action Group had previously requested that Grimley Parish Council receive their written report later than originally planned and on the 28th September at an Extra-Ordinary Parish Council meeting (28th September, 7.30pm, Peace Hall, Sinton Green, All public welcome). Therefore an extension had been requested of MHDC by the Clerk until 2nd October in order to accommodate this.

The Action Group had previously provided a list of their key areas of objection, which was duly noted by Members.       

iii. To receive an update as to discussions with RCA consultants (amongst others) in relation to potential input.

It was reported that Sian Griffiths (RCA consultants) has offered to do a read and ‘edit’ job at her hourly rate of £110 plus VAT. This would be significantly cheaper than her preparing the entire response to the solar farm planning application. Members agreed that at this late stage Sian’s involvement would not be necessary. 
iv. To discuss next steps, including Parish Council response to the application.
The previous Clerk’s discussions with NALC regarding right of access across Monkwood Common were noted. Further legal representation may be required in the future in order to clarify whether the right of way across the Common is merely a residential right of way or whether it includes industrial purposes (NB the Solar Farm planning application requires access across this lane for maintenance of the site, rather than for the purposes of the initial construction phase).
v. Motion to issue formal response from Grimley Parish Council to Malvern Hills DC.
This agenda item was deferred to the Extra-Ordinary meeting on 28th September.
170/15   Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and 

      formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Management of the SSSI – mowing and topping with rytec in liaison with Worcester Wildlife.
It was reported that Worcester Wildlife has approximated that the work on the common will take 8-9 hours.  The contractor, DJR Farm Services, had pencilled in the week of 21st September to carry out this work. This had subsequently been put off until the following week to allow Natural England to issue the necessary licence for cutting the SSSI.

The working party had previously accepted the contractor’s hourly rate (£30 per hour plus VAT) under delegated powers and had confirmed that the use of the rytec itself will be free of charge in this instance. NB the contractor is charging for his time and skill and not for hire of equipment.

  Natural England has prohibited any burning on the SSSI specifically as part of this project and also has moved the areas to be used for stacking cut material. The current sites under the oak trees were visible to residential homes and therefore not viable. New arising storage sites are in the scrub along the road by the bus shelter. 

b. Management of Non SSSI.
Members noted with regret that the current mowing contractor has declined to tender for this work in the future. Cllrs also noted that the ongoing work to maintain this site is starting to show benefits. The process for tendering a new contractor for cutting and baling of Monkwood non-SSSI (only) is to be added to the October agenda.

Members instructed the Clerk to ask the contractor to remove his equipment from site. Local Parish Cllrs to keep an eye on progress.
c. Rebuilding the old well on Monkwood Green.

It was noted that the Parish Council had set aside £900 funds received from a previous County Cllr. Two quotes had been collected for the stone and for new metal fencing. Members noted that Bill Prosser has the stone and is ready to begin work. Cllr Woodhouse to contact Mr Prosser and provide an update at October’s meeting
d. Verge alongside bus shelter and around 30mph sign.

The vegetation needs cutting back at this location to improve visibility. In the past local residents had cared for this section. Cllr Woodhouse to contact Mr Prosser and provide an update at October’s meeting
Work is required to tackle the invasive willow herb along that section. This is to be added to November agenda.
e. Repair of tarmac where bin lorry caused damage.

The Clerk reported that an email had been sent to MHDC to ask for an update of when the tarmac will be repaired. The Clerk to continue to work to obtain information. Local Parish Cllrs to keep an eye on progress.
171/15
Sinton Green - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Ditch/hedgerow requiring attention in front of the line of former Council Houses and opposite the bus shelter. 

Festival housing had confirmed that the hedge is theirs and that it is on their autumn flail list. Local Parish Cllrs to keep an eye on progress.
b. Ditch in front of The New Inn, Sinton Green WR2 6NW.

It was reported that new land owners are preparing to take steps to clear the upper length of the ditch asap (from approx. Cllr Davies house to the Inn). Local Parish Cllrs to keep an eye on progress.
However, this work will not include the ditch in front of the Inn itself. The Clerk is to write to the relevant landowner in relation to the ditch from the pub to the cross roads, and ask them to clear the ditch in order to prevent further flooding and also to cut the hedge.

c. Overgrown hedges on Dark Lane.
The representations made in the public question time were noted. Members instructed the Clerk to write to WCC asking them to cut the hedges. If this is subsequently declined then the Clerk is to further ask WCC to visit the road and write to landowners and ask them to take action.
172/15 
Oakhall Green - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Flooding of the pond and ditch near the triangle, opposite Hunters Lodge. Also potential repair and reinstatement of white traffic ‘bollards’.

Members noted that this had again been reported to WCC, who have again referred it to MHDC. Clerk to chase up progress.
 

173/15 
Grimley Village - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Noticeboard – Motion to accept quotation for repaving the area under the noticeboard and to weed-spay the roadside gutters around the corner opposite and into Camp Lane.

A quotation has been received from the Lengthsman for repaving, (including slabs, sand, cement and removal of debris/arisings): £100. Members instructed the Clerk to obtain a further breakdown of the quotation. A quotation for the additional items is also to be chased up.

174/15   Additional item – Flooding in Grimley Village
Members noted that urgent correspondence had been received from a Grimley Village Resident regarding the floods in Grimley. Recent heavy rain has again caused flooding on the road outside the Old Post Office. Work in the past by Highways to resolve this reoccurring issue has not worked. John Harper has in the past dug a trench which has helped the issue, but recent farming and in washing of soil has filled this trench in. Cllr Woodhouse is to speak to Mr Harper and ask him to reinstate the ditch. Once this has been achieved, WCC are to be approached to clean the gullies and drains.
175/15 
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Three pot holes in 1st pull-in towards Grimley and pot holes down Camp Lane.

Three very deep pots holes had been reported to WCC. Cllr Taft offered to meet with Highways representatives to discuss the additional pot holes down camp lane.

b. Litterbin, Layby A443.

To be added to October agenda.

c. Footpath alongside Old Vicarage, Grimley. 

Overgrown public right of way has been reported to WCC. Local Parish Cllrs to keep an eye on progress.
d. Two Kissing Gates on Re-instated Land of Retreat Farm.

Members noted that Grimley residents had asked for an update on the organising repair of one kissing gate and also the replacement of an old stile with a new kissing gate. The previous Clerk had first contacted WCC in relation to this 3 months ago. The Senior Enforcement Officer had responded to the current Clerk to say that he is aware of the issue and that it is a matter for the new Countryside Access Maintenance Officer when that post is filled. Members instructed the Clerk to also contact Tarmac in relation to this.
e. Salt refills for existing grit bins and ongoing purchase of new grit bin on the top triangle of Grimley Lane. 

The Parish Council has set aside £600 grant money for a new grit bin on the small triangle at the top of Grimley Lane and to cover salt/grit refills. WCC Highways writes to all Clerks in September giving PCs the opportunity to purchase these bins and salt.  The order was placed in March for the purchase of the bin and a recent request to confirm this order has been placed but no response had been received. 

Members confirmed the location of the existing grit bins: Worlds End Nursery; Gorse Meadow; Inn at Sinton Green; Peace Hall and; future bin at Grimley Triangle. Members instructed the clerk to ensure that all bins are refilled this autumn.
f. Removal of fence for vehicular access to fields, main road at Tinkers Coppice Farm.
Members noted that this had been reported to the District Cllr and that the fence has subsequently been put back again.
g. Litter picks.
Members noted that there used to be regular litter picks organised by the School.  Cllr Lewis to enquire as to whether those persons undertaking community service could be organised to do this instead.

176/15   Additional item – Block and dangerous public right of way
Cllr Stanley declared a Personal Pecuniary Interest in relation to this additional agenda item, owing to the fact that he farms some of the land in question.
Members noted that urgent correspondence had been received from a visitor to the village, relating to blocked and dangerous public rights of way. Members reported that the landowners in question had visited the site and reported that the footpaths were clear and that it was possible that the visitors had strayed from the official route. Only in one location is the footpath blocked as a result of passing between two pools. Work has been undertaken this summer to clear the path down to the water. It was reported that it is the intention of the landowners to try and build up the level of the path.
Cllr Lewis gave his apologies and departed at this point in the meeting.

177/15
Lengthsman.

a. Motion to retrospectively approve the following September 2015 work for Lengthsman.

Members approved the following work:

i. Tidy around the 30mph signs going into Grimley village, to cut back around the telegraph poles in the hedge and make sure that the hedge/verge approaching Grimley village is not obscuring visibility, as far as notice board.

Members noted that the Lengthsman has requested clarification regarding tidying around the telegraph poles as they are deeply set into the hedges. Cllr Woodhouse to approach John Harper to cut the hedges. Once this has been achieved the Lengthsman can more readily tidy around the poles.

ii. Tidy the triangle in Grimley village, opposite the notice board. 
It was reported that this has been done but grass has been left on site. Future instructions are to specifically request the removal of all cuttings. Cllr Woodhouse to approach resident who previously maintained this triangle to ask if he would do so again. The Lengthsman is to continue to maintain the triangle at the top of the village. 
iii. Cut and clear the verge alongside the graveyard in Grimley village, clear the steps up into the churchyard and the footpath sign of ivy.

Members noted that this work is underway.

iv. Remove the fallen tree of ivy opposite the Smaller Charities Trust Land.

Members noted that this work has been done.

b. Motion to receive and approve future items of work, including

i. Clearing the gutter of grass on the right hand side turn towards Camp Lane, Grimley Village.
Members approved the above work and also requested that the Lengthsman be instructed to check the drain at the top of Monkwood Green. Cllr Ayers to provide further clarification as to exact location.
178/15
 South Worcestershire Development Plan. To receive an update from the Clerk on the briefing event, 10th September.
No report from the Clerk was available. A Member had previously expressed his disappointment that there has been yet a further reduction in the zero carbon renewable energy requirements for housing development.

179/15
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. Peace Hall Management Committee.

It was again reiterated that revenue would potentially be lost to the Peace Hall Management Committee if the Queen’s Celebration is held close to the Fete celebrations, particularly in relation to paying for a children’s party and music. A suggestion was put forward that if the weekend is a bank holiday, then the two events could successfully be merged.

b. Lafarge/Tarmac Liaison Committee.

It was noted by Members that this meeting will now be held annually.
c. Grimley Smaller Charities.
Cllr Woodhouse reported ongoing work to liaise with representatives.

180/15
Social Media & Parish Website. To discuss improving the Parish Council’s online profile. 



This item was deferred until the October meeting.

181/15   General Finance.

a. To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b. To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members noted and accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment.
c. Bank account – To receive an update on obtaining a mandate for amending signatories.

It was reported that the previous Clerk had had some progress in requesting a new bank mandate – it is in the post to her at the present time. Following her original letter to Lloyds Bank in Taunton, she received a call saying that they could find no correspondence since 2009  but that they would post out a new mandate pack.
d. Bank account – Motion to approve and sign a letter requesting that the Bank update Parish Clerk/Parish Council contact details.

Members approved and duly signed the required letter.

e. ‘Funding for Grimley Community Building’ – To receive an update on the June 2014 resolution to grant £200 to Grimley & Holt Primary school to fund music lessons. Motion to re-commit to this grant.

It was reported that the Parish Council approved this at the end of last year but that no subsequent action had occurred. Members approved and re-committed to this funding and instructed the Clerk to obtain an invoice from the music teacher.
  
f. Equipment for Clerk – Motion to approve provision of an ink jet printer and scanner, with potential aid of Worcestershire CALC funding.

The Clerk reported on two affordable specifications for a printer/scanner. The first being an A3 black ink only scanner/printer. The second being an A4 colour scanner/printer. Members noted the likely high use/requirement for colour printing and so approved the colour printer specification. The Clerk is to research whether WCALC funding can be applied for retrospectively and then to proceed with purchase of printer in light of this information.
g. Training for Clerk – Motion to approve funding for attendance at a one-off session organised by Worcestershire CALC.

Attendance and funding of £30 plus travelling expenses was duly approved by Members.

182/15   Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere.

· Email from Mr Collett, Monkwood Green, confirming topping of an area of SSSI as per his licence from Natural England. 
Members instructed the Clerk to write and request the removal of the electric fencing that has been placed outside the property in question on the Common or, to receive a plan and proof of the area that has permission from Natural England to fence off.
· Letter from Mr T Pargeter, Monkwood Green, re Solar Farm application.
Duly noted by Members
· Letter from Mr R G Garman, Grimley, re Quarry application.

Duly noted by Members
· Letter from S & R Wilson MBE, Monkwood Green, re Solar Farm application.

Duly noted by Members

183/15 
Dates for diary

a. Lafarge/Tarmac Liaison Committee, 15th September.
b. Parish Conference, 5th October, 6pm, MHDC Council Chamber. 
Cllr Weston and the Clerk hope to attend.

c. Worcester CALC, 13th October, 7.30pm, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester. 

Cllr Stanley, Cllr Weston and the Clerk hope to attend. 

d. CALC training Autumn 2015.

Members approved Cllr Stanley attendance on 29 October and Cllr Taft attendance on 19 October at a cost of £25.00 per head.
e. Free 'Winter Prepared'  Training for those who work with the community inc. local councillors - Thursday 24th September 2015 10am – 12noon
184/15
Items for future agenda

It was noted that an oak tree outside Pebbles, Worlds End, is spreading branches across the road and causing a potential obstruction to passing high level traffic. Clerk to report to WCC and to add to October agenda.
185/15   Date of Next Meeting: 19th October 2015, 7.30pm at the Peace
               Hall, Sinton Green. The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.



The Extra-ordinary parish council meeting on 28th September, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green in order to approve a response to the Solar Farm planning application at Monkwood, was also duly noted by Members. The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
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Schedule of Payments – 21st September 2015
The undermentioned accounts were approved for payment at this meeting:
	Susan Hughes – outgoing Clerk
	Wages for August & September and expenses
	884.63
	

	Lisa Stevens - Clerk
	Wages for August and expenses
	426.59
	

	HMRC Quarterly Return
	
	341.60
	

	Grimley Peace Hall
	Annual invoice for room bookings.

Invoice number: 64.
	250.00
	

	Grant Thornton UK LLP
	2014/2015 Annual Internal Audit

Invoice number: 8422170.
	120.00
	Inclusive

of

£20.00

 VAT


Chair     ...........................    
(19th October 2015)
