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	At the Extra-ordinary Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
28th September 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston (Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, D Jennings, B Jones, 





D Stanley, E A Taft, B R Woodhouse
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk,  Members of the public – standing room only
Apologies:  
D Lewis

  

	186/15
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: There were none. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  

- M Weston: Acquaintance with land owners / farmers in relation to the Solar Farm application 15/01033/FUL. The livestock of one of the farmers occasionally grazes her land. 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  

d) To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  There were none.
e) To consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  There were none.
187/15
Public Question Time - Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to the


minutes as an aide memoire.
The Chair requested that those persons wishing to speak in support of
the Solar Farm application do so in the first 15 minutes of the public forum. Those persons wishing to speak against the application could do so in the later 15 minutes. Speakers were requested to state their name and general address. 

One member of the public spoke in favour, reiterating comments made at previous parish council meetings and stating his concern that some facts being circulated were potentially misleading or incorrect, particularly in relation to wildlife conservation and to the amount of traffic visiting the site. 
Three members of the public spoke against the application. The primary concerns were that the site would be permanent, that the 27 year development would constitute a life-time for existing local residents and that the site is of ecological and historical importance.
There being no other comments the meeting was re-opened.

188/15 
Planning – to consider and comment on the following planning


application
a) 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at 
Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green

i. To note that the further extended deadline for submission of Grimley Parish Council response to this planning application is 12 noon 2nd October 2015. – Duly noted
ii. To receive an update from Monkwood Green Solar Action Group, including their recommendation that the Parish Council adopt their written response to the above planning application. 

A representative of the Action Group spoke and summarised the response, in the form of an objection, to the above planning application. Those points made are appended to these minutes. The representative recommended that the Parish Council approve and adopt the objection, for submission to Malvern Hills District Council before the deadline.
iii. Motion to accept and adopt the formal written response from Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group. 
Members discussed the planning application. Members were in general support of renewable energy and solar panels, but advocated that they must be placed on appropriate sites, proportionate to their surroundings. Concern was expressed regarding the likely government timetable (up to April 2016) for reassessing the need and the incentives for solar farms. Members agreed and adopted the written objection from the Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group without amendment and without prejudice. Those Members with a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest did not vote.

iv. To discuss appendage of covering letter/additional commentary from Grimley Parish Council as required.

The Clerk was instructed to append a covering letter summarising the objections and to give a brief description of the timeline of events and parish consultations.
v. Motion to approve payment of the Monkwood Green Solar Action Group commissioned agricultural appraisal / soil survey for £120 including VAT.

This item was deferred until the parish council meeting on 19th October. The Clerk was instructed to obtain details of the original invoice etc from the Action Group.

189/15
Items for future agenda

Self-seeded trees along Grimley Lane were reported to be potentially damaging telegraph poles.

190/15
Date of Next Meeting: Monday 19th October 2015, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green. 

The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.


	Clerk

Clerk
October

Agenda


Chair     ...........................    
(19th October 2015)
APPENDIX 1. PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2015

PROPOSED MONKWOOD SOLAR FARM

The following summary was provided to the Parish Council by a representative of the Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group.

It was believed by the Action Group that the applicant’s reports lack in the following areas:
· The Tree Survey misses out trees and also ignores hedgerows and trees that might need removing for access.

· The Hedgerow Survey seriously under records the number of species thus denying them their protected status of “important hedgerow”.

· The Ecological Appraisal is limited in detail and dismisses the effect on protected species such as dormice, bats, newts etc.

· The Archaeological Assessment was completed from a desk and seriously underestimates the age and historical importance of the site contrary to the findings of Wichenford Local Heritage Group.

· The Agricultural Appraisal has been reviewed and finds that the ALC guidelines have not been followed so the classification of 3B is purely hypothetical.

· The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment dismisses the impact on users of public rights of way as “minor” – both Open Spaces Society and the Ramblers Association strongly disagree.

· Many of the objections received by MHDC relate to the impact on Public Rights of Way and their enjoyment of them.

· It is believed that the Construction Management Plan seriously underestimates the number of vehicles required and the impact this will have.  Construction will take place over the winter and access to the solar panel fields will be over 3 fields.  Hardcore will be required to create this access route and the number of vehicles required to deliver this has not been included.

· Their Great Crested Newt survey has not been carried out correctly and much of the required information is still missing.

· Solar Farms have been discussed widely by government ministers and this application goes against their guidance and the planning policies– as one minister has said “Solar has a big bright future in the UK, but not in any place and not at any price”.

· At close of business today, removing duplications, there were a total of 92 objections and 14 supporting (at least 8 were from the landowners and their families).  This clearly demonstrates the concerns of many people who do not want the solar farm.

· It is believed that this proposal should be refused because it will damage local amenities and historic characteristics of this unspoilt gem of English countryside.  It has unknown long term effects on wildlife.  If these natural and ancient features are destroyed they cannot be reinstated.

-end-
