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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 9th November 2015 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Dale, Downes, Pearce, White,  and the Clerk Mrs Downes and 7 members of the public.
In attendance    District Councillors David Chambers and County Councillor Grove.                   
15/126          Apologies District Councillor Douglas Godwin and Councillor Priddey.Their apologies were noted and accepted. 
15/127            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


Councillor White for an item in 9c
15/128
Dispensation request. None received
  
15/129
Public Participation

The meeting was adjourned for this section. See end of these minutes for the report.
15/130
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 12th Oct  2015
                         These were agreed to be a true record and were signed by

                          the Chairman
15/131
County Councillor and District Councillor’s Reports.


Councillor Phil Grove announced that Worcestershire County

                        Council has received a grant from the Arts Council for £100k 
                         allowing all libraries in the district, to access free Wi.Fi, from 
                         March 2016.

Children In Need will be broadcasting from The Hive library in

                         Worcester City Centre on Friday 13th November.


Earlier this year, M.H.D.C. together with other district councils 

                        across Worcester has submitted a bid to re-settle Syrian 

                        refugees in the district. This bid is subject to the Government


agreeing to fund the scheme for the full 5 years it operates


and support of partners such as the N.H.S. and housing 


associations.


The Clerk asked if Phil would intervene in the ongoing

                         problems of fires being started by third parties on private land 

                        at Hill Top, Cotheridge.

He was given a written chronological history taken from the


Clerk’s Reports over the last 2 years stating events, times,

                         types of smoke emitting from the fires, together with various

                         council departments contacted. He has promised to 

                         help.


District Councillor Chambers apologised for the length of 
                        time planning applications are taking to complete. The District 

                        Council has been inundated with applications and planning 

                        officers are working flat out.

The Senior Management Review currently taking place, will 

                         see one manager leaving within the next week and another by 

                         September 2016. 


The amalgamated waste collection service between 

                         Wychavon, Mallvern Hill and Worcester City Councils will  
                         save money

.      
15/132             Matters Arising.

The mobile VAS unit is still to be installed. 

The cabinet for the defibrillator has yet to be received.


Dates for work shops regarding Neighbourhood Plans will be advised asap.
15/133
Planning
                        a&b)  A planning meeting had been arranged 

                                  to discuss 3 planning applications received since the last


          Parish Council meeting and requiring responses before


          tonight’s meeting. None had been considered                     

                                  contentious.


          Also, a request for re-consultation on 15/00883/OUT


          See Planning Report attached to these minutes for full  

                                  details and responses.
                        c)       Update on Little Lightwood Farm, Cotheridge.



Councillor Pearce reported that he had had two telephone conversations with members of the Simpson family who have purchased Little Lightwood Farm. They had expressed a wish to work with the local community in relation to activities at the property and intimated that they were aware that in the past there had been various planning difficulties relating to it. Councillor Pearce had told them that two of the most sensitive recent issues were use of part of the site by D & L Contractors for recycling purposes and the extent of external lighting. The Simpsons had indicated that, whilst it was likely that another company would take over some of the activities previously undertaken at the property by D & L Contractors, no recycling would take place there in the future. Councillor Pearce felt that the Simpsons were less aware of the difficulties relating to the external lighting and Councillor Dale offered to try to establish the current position in this respect.


Mr. Mike Kelly of Northways, Lightwood Lane was       invited to express his concerns regarding Little Lightwood  Farm and Cllr. Grove undertook to ask the County Council officers to carry out further investigations in relation to that property.                                   
15/134           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been given to all present and all payments

were agreed. A copy is attached to these minutes.
b) Clerk’s Report.
A copy had been circulated to all Councillors. 
The surface of the pull-in at Laylocks has developed very

deep potholes up to 6 inches. Clerk has reported to Highways Dept. 

The VAS (vehicle activated sign) unit outside Brookfields Farm is not working. Clerk has reported this.

c) Public Land Officer’s Report for October 2015.
Peter Parkes has suggested a sign be erected by the litter bin in Broadwas village, asking dog owners to refrain from depositing dog waste in it. Even when contained in bags, dog waste can be a health hazard, especially in the summer months when the bin is only emptied weekly. After a discussion, it was agreed to monitor the situation and if the problem continues, an alternative solution will be considered.
He has removed leaves from the exercise track. The site of the bonfire held on 25th October has been fenced off for safety reasons.

The Broad Green tidy-up will commence later in the month.
d) Berryfield Report.
Councillor Dale had sourced a material that in his opinion
would improve the track’s surface. It would require in total, 50 tons at a cost of £80 per ton plus labour. After a discussion, it was agreed to trial out a small area first by purchasing 2, 1 ton bags. Councillor White agreed to lay the material.
                       e) Bus Shelter/Information boxes Report. 


      All public information boxes and Little Green bus shelter

                            have been cleaned during October and are in good

                            condition.


             f)  Village Hall Report.



       The village hall committee plan a ‘deep’ clean on 14th 

                             November, highlighting guttering, patio area and window 

                             cleaning. This will be reflected in January’s report.


                  A new fridge has been purchased



       Fire are extinguishers due to be checked
       The Xmas Fayre will be held on 5th December at 1pm.
15/135
Correspondence

a) Following the loss of rental of £2500 from Friends of the Elderly, a major source of income, The Parish Council decided to donate £300 to the Nora Parsons Day Centre in Wichenford.


b) A letter from Broadwas School received, thanking the Parish Council for its recent donation of £200 towards providing books to their library.

15/136
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
.
The road surface at the top of Stoney Ley has deep pot holes forming. The Clerk will report these.

A caravan and another vehicle have been sited in the lay-by by Mount Flirt. The Clerk will report this to M.H.D.C. 
15/137             Date of next meeting.


11th January 2016
Chairman 
Attached:
Treasurer’s Report
Planning Report 
Public participation.
Mr. Chris Baker asked if there has been any updates on planning applications relating to Little Lightwood Farm and Ridgeacre. There had been none.
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	Payments awaiting presentation
	still awaiting presentation
	
	
	
	

	14.9.2015
	1004
	Broadwas School
	200.00
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	28.10.2015
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	S Downes exp Oct
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	9.11.2015
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	S Downes(bonfire)
	67.41
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Planning Report for Nov 2015 meeting
Results from’  MHDC.  
15/01247/FUL 21.9.2015 Mr C Partridge, Maple Cross Farm, Ankerdine Road, Cotheridge WR6 5LU for ‘Conversion of oast house to single unit of residential accommodation’.  Plans for this app have not been available until 5th October so a decision will be made at the next PC meeting (12th) 13.10.2015 Suggest APPROVAL 20.10.2015 APPROVED.

New Applications received/still awaiting result
14/01477/FUL 26.7.2015 Mr J Evans, The Stable Yard, Stone Farm, Broadwas WR6 5NE.  Advice of APPEAL NOTIFICATION (APP/J1860/W/15/3032510). Representations by 27/8/2015.Response:  The Parish Council re-iterate its comments on the original application.
15/00120/OUT 16.6.2015 Mr Max Askew, land adjacent to Sunnybank, Little Green, Broadwas WR6 5NH for 3 dwellings on land at Cherry Bank, Butts Lane. 13.7.2015 Response ‘No objection’

15/00708/OUT. 13.7.2015. Mr. Peter Burgoyne, Field Ridge ,Bromyard Road, Cotheridge WR6 5LP for:

Outline application with all matters reserved except details of access, for the erection of B1/B8 development at Field Ridge following demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm.Response: The Parish Council does not regard the statement of ‘demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm’ relevant in any respect to this application therefore our original comments remain valid. This will be ratified at the next PC meeting on 14.9.2015. 

15/00957/FUL 30.7.2015 Sun & Soil.
Location: Otherton Farm, Otherton Lane, Cotheridge, Worcester WR6 5LS for:

Ground mounted solar farm installation of up to 4.0MW capacity including ancillary buildings, CCTV, security fencing, access tracks, landscaping and all associated infrastructure. Recommend APPROVAL.
15/00621CLE  Mr & Mrs R D Rogers for an Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use of the buildings and land (not included in planning permission 04/01714/FUL) granted Nov 2014 for B2(General Industrial) use at Little Lightwood Farm, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT. RESPONSE The Parish Council is not satisfied with the completeness and accuracy of the information in the Statutory Declaration. It finds it questionable that D&L Contractors (now in receivership/voluntary liquidation) were carrying on a business with a B2 classification without consent. During the last 12 months, the Parish Council has received numerous complaints relating to this business including noise, air and light pollution and site traffic. If this Certificate of Lawfulness would result in a resurgence of these problems then a refusal would be our recommendation.
15/00883/OUT 15.7.2015. Land between Church Lane and Broadwas Primary School Broadwas for ‘Outline application, with all matters reserved for a residential development of up to 25 dwellings of which 40% are to be affordable dwellings. With associated new access and car parking, on-site biodiversity area and public open space. Applicant Wolverley Homes Ltd. RESPONSE
Whilst the concept of supplying affordable housing in the village is, without doubt, agreeable, before this substantially more ambitious project of 25 houses (App.No.15/00883/OUT) which encroaches on open agricultural countryside, is considered for approval, the PC would wish to see the three previously approved/submitted applications (13/01209/FUL,14/01682/FUL,13/01224/FUL) started, completed and occupied.

In all, the current applications would potentially increase the housing in the village by some 30 to 33% which the PC consider to be unsustainable growth.

Contrary to the Statement of Community Involvement submitted with the application, this recommendation has been formulated without any consultation with the developers with respect to this site. It is, of course, ancillary to the jurisdiction of the statutory agencies, who will consider the possible problems which fall within their remit, concerning; traffic, sewage and surface water disposal and proximity of heritage (i.e. listed buildings) and wildlife sites.

On this basis we recommend refusal of outline planning permission.

15.10.2015 Request for further comments received due to additional information received which may affect the PC’s views. (Reply by 29.10.2015). 29.10.2015 Response:

Dear Mr.Kinsella,

                                                                                        

Further to our previous response, we would like to draw your attention to certain aspects of the Paper submitted by PRP Consultants dated 6th October 2015 PRP Ref14-20.
 
1. Section 1.0 Cumulative Impact.  There is some confusion with the reference to 'The Council', this can be misconstrued as referring to the Parish Council, whereas it, in fact, is meant to refer to Malvern Hills District Council. Therefore the first four paragraphs of this section have no relevance to the Parish Council or the submission.
 
2. Section 1.0 paragraph 5 beginning 'When one looks'. This paragraph refers to there being 232 dwellings in the Parish. This number is incorrect.  It is in fact 160 dwellings.
 
3. Section 1.0 paragraph 6 beginning ' Broadwas in terms of its number of houses'. The content of this paragraph equally lead to the fact that it could be argued that the characteristics of Broadwas are more aligned to a category 3 village in that it is smaller than a lot of other category 3 villages and because it does not have a shop.

 4. Section 1.0 paragraph 7 beginning with ''Overall, it is considered etc'. This has not been proved.
 
5. Section 2. 'Consultation with Parish Council'. Notwithstanding the comments made in this section, the statements in our original response remain valid, i.e. no meeting with regard to this development has taken place at any time between the Parish Council and Wolverley Homes. 
 
15/00861/FUL 6/10/2015 Mr. Chris Baulch, land at (os7586 5574 Stoney Ley) for ‘conversion and change of use from stable to tourist accommodation and erection of ancillary stable/store and associated parking. 13.10.2015 Response’ recommend APPROVAL’
15/01318/HOU 8.10.2015 Mr. J Robbins, Sixfields Farm, Cotheridge WR6 5LX for ‘to retain double garage with games room/storage over timber balcony (RETROSPECTIVE).28.10.2015 Response’ suggest APPROVAL’

15/01284/LBC 15.10.2015 Mr. & Mrs. Cullen, Lower Court Farm, Cotheridge WR6 5LZ for ‘replacement of existing windows and porch.

28.10.2015 Response ‘suggest APPROVAL’
15/01253/OUT 5.11.2015 Mr P Ashcroft, Land at Church LANE, Broadwas WR6 5NQ.
	Proposed detached dormer bungalow and associated garage utilising existing access within curtilage of No 7 Broadwas Court together with new detached single garage and access to serve No 7 Broadwas Court
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