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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 5th October 2015 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Richard Evans

Jill Moran
Victoria Jervis






Judith Heath

John Heath

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
15/133
Apologies 

Cllr A Ward, Cllr Young & Cllr Taylor
15/134 To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
15/135
To present the awards for this year’s competitions.

Apologies received from Mrs A Guoite, Mr & Mrs Yapp and Mr Spiers.  


Best Hanging Baskets/Container


Best Front Gardens

1st.  Two Cocks Cottage



1st  Three Cocks Cottage
2nd. Schiller





2nd  Clostina
3rd.  Monks Cottage




3rd. 10 Three cocks Lane

15/136
Open Forum

Appended to minutes
15/137
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th September 2015 were accepted as a true record. 
15/138
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· To consider the quotation for street lights forwarded by email to all councillors prior to this meeting.

The clerk requested that this be considered due to the delay in receiving quotations from E-on in order 
that works may be completed during this financial year.


It was agreed to accept this quotation for the reasons given.

· Defibrillator


The Chairman advised that the delay in receiving the equipment was due to a breakdown in 
communication by Noel Orbell and Michelle Lewis.  Michelle has apologised for the delay and will be 
delivering the equipment directly to the Chairman on Friday.  Follow up training using the equipment 
will be available as some attendees of the previous event felt that it would be worthwhile.  
15/139
Clerk’s Report:
Training for Lengthsman

· All parishes have now confirmed that they will contribute to the additional costs of training and course dates have been given to the Lengthsman.

24
David Wilson Homes

· Steven Barton advised that the Larches stone, at the entrance to Crabtree Leys was to be a permanent fixture unless the residents of Crabtree Leys wrote to ask for the removal of the stone.  He was under the impression that it was considered to be an attractive feature at the entrance of the estate which was appreciated by most residents.  When questioned about the starting date for building on the site between Leasowes/Laurels Rd, he advised that in so far as he was aware there were ongoing discussions with the landowners.  


Written correspondence had been sent to Jon Rowson, David Wlison Homes on 23rd August in 
relation to the site but no response has been received, however an email from Joe Blincoe on behalf 
of DWH was received today apologising for the delay in responding to my letter.  He stated that Jon 
Rowson had left the business which lead to confusion over whether or not a response had been 
sent.  He stated that they were working with landowners to conclude the agreement and at 
present anticipate the project will start in 2016.

Recreation Ground

· Western Power has been contacted with the view to moving the stay to an overhead power line in the recreation ground.  The enquiry has been passed to the local office to assess; photographs have been forwarded for clarification.

Licensing

· Premises Licence Application - EL GUSTO, 21 The Valley, Evesham Country Park has been withdrawn.
FTD

· £10k reinvested for 6 weeks.

CALC
· CALC are holding their AGM at WCC on the 25th November at 7pm.

Councillor Training

· Cllr Moran his attending CALC training on 9th & 16th November & Cllr Young is attending on 9th November.  Details of CALC training are being circulated with correspondence.
Precept

· ½ year precept of £17449 has been received on 30th September.
15/140
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

15/141
To consider issues and action required relating to the Recreation Ground and play area.

The Chairman reported on the meeting held with Jem Teale about access to s106 funding and procedure for applying, gathering feedback and the way forward.  The Clerk stated that stage one had been achieved by clearing the conifers from the site and Western Power were looking into the removal of cables from the recreation ground.  Cllr Evans distributed plans for the submission of ideas prior to a meeting of the working party to be arranged early November.

15/142
To consider response from stonemason on treatment for War Memorial and costing

Cllr Moran visited Simply Stone, the stonemasons based in Port Street, Evesham for advice on cleaning the war memorial, they gave advice on materials and technique should the PC wish to address locally and also supplied a quote of £300 to visit and clean.  Discussions took place with comments being that it would be better to engage a professional to undertake the clean.  It was agreed to accept the quotation of £300.


Proposed LK Seconded JM

15/143
To consider purchase of Wreath for remembrance service and Parish Council representation at service.

It was agreed that a wreath should be purchased and Cllr Young should lay the wreath on behalf of the PC. Clerk to arrange.
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15/144
To consider attendance for WDC Enforcement briefing sessions

Cllrs Evans, Jervis and Knight expressed an interest in attending the session which was to be shared with Cleeve Prior PC, dates to be arranged.
15/145
To consider approaching WCC to donate land for allotments

Cllr Moran had raised the possibility of asking WCC if the land that had been refused by WDC Planning Committee for development could be instead offered to the parish for allotments.  It was agreed to ask WCC if they would agree to the proposal. 

15/146
Member & committee reports:

Footpath Warden – Cllr Moran advised that all debris had been removed from the PROW linking the Village Hall to Gibbs Lane.
Report from Cllr Young on Rural Communities

Cllr Young had previously advised that another meeting with David Gunning was taking place shortly.

Neighbourhood Watch
 - Emailed communications continue to be forwarded.

Parish Plan – The clerk advised that she had met with Colin Allen who was keen to continue with the Parish Plan with the assistance of the group, confirmation of availability yet to be confirmed.

VHC – No report.
Disaster Emergency Plan –No change, therefore no update.
15/147
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
Current account 0649818
£        7820.21

as at  18.09.2015

Deposit account 7277881
£  
  34567.76

as at  18.09.2015

FTD 3 month


        £       10000.00

FTD 6 weeks


        £       10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	62
	001225
	Offenham Toddler Group
	250.00
	
	250.00

	63
	001226
	Offenham Village Hall
	5000.00
	
	5000.00

	64
	001227
	Mrs A Guoite
	50.00
	
	50.00

	65
	001228
	Playdale Playgrounds Ltd
	90.34
	18.07
	108.41

	66
	001229
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	434.00
	
	434.00

	67
	001230
	Diane Cox       (reimbursement comp prizes)
	130.00
	
	130.00

	68
	001231
	Offenham Village Hall
	22.50
	
	22.50

	69
	001232
	Diane Cox – Admin
	21.48
	
	

	70
	
	
- Mileage
	32.40
	
	

	70
	
	
- Salary
	495.94
	
	549.82

	
	
	Total
	6526.66
	18.07
	6544.73


14/148
To receive quarterly budget report and accounts.

The budget was approved; the Clerk advised that Cllr Ward would be undertaking the quarterly check of accounts later this month.

14/149
To give consideration for next year’s budget requirement with particular regard to projects for 2016/17.

It was agreed to continue with street light replacement and provision for the play area.  It was suggested that the total for donations should be £4k.  The main project for 2016/17 was to move forward with the development of the play area.
15/150
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:
W/15/01637/PN Bennetts Hill Farm, Long Hyde Road, South Littleton
Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and relocation of existing barn.
OPC comment:  No objection
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W/15/02148/PN  Westland Nurseries, Station Rd, Offenham
Multi-span polytunnels
OPC comment:  Not in keeping with the street scene
W/15/02298/PP  14 Newtown, Offenham
Two storey extension to provide double garage with habitable space above.
OPC comment:  No objection
Withdrawn Application:

W/15/02040/OU  Proposed new dwelling

Station Garden Nurseries, Station Rd, Blackminster.

Decisions: 
W/15/02132/PP  The Cottage, Main Street, Offenham
Proposed garden building - Approved
W/15/01986/PP Linden Vale Evesham Rd, Offenham

Retention of boundary fencing to the front of the property – Refused

W/15/00871/OU  Land adjacent to Wharfavon, Boat Lane, Offenham
Development of 10 dwellings with access and landscaping - Refused
15/151
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  

None

15/152
To consider date & time of next meeting -  Monday, 2nd November 2015 


Meeting closed at 9:50pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum
Keith Wright, Wychavon District Councillor
Report appended (when copy received)
Mr Frank Turner advised that he was representing a number of the youths in the village. He stated that they felt that there was no provision for young people in the recreation ground and that they would like a skate park.  The Chairman advised Mr Turner that the refurbishment of the recreation ground was currently being looked at with the inclusion of facilities for older children.  Mr Turner advised that he had a good rapport with young people and he would be happy to assist in improving facilities.
Mr & Mrs Keitley 
· Advised that the holly hedge near the church has overgrown the footpath.
· Queried the signage and route of the PROW from the Fish & Anchor

· An issue with vandalism/ASB at the hall during the Floral Art meeting on 2nd Sept. CCTV was discussed.

· Reported that a platform had appeared at the wharf.

· Dead tree on grass area at Crabtree Leys

· Clock not working correctly

Mr Roger Middleton raised the issue about speeding along the Evesham Road and Newtown.  The Chairman advised that speed enforcement would be taking place in the village and Cllr Ward was in contact with the Safer Roads partnership.

Correspondence
· CALC updates

· Periodicals, 
· Marketing material
· Lloyds Bank
· Wychavon DC
· Frances Hayley, WDC
· Alastair Adams, email re bus shelter
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