4Defford and Besford Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
    held on Tuesday 12 May 2009
     In the Village Hall, Defford

Meeting commenced:7.45 pm. Meeting ended: 9.35 pm.     Present:  Cllrs J Brookes (Chairman), Cllrs R Davis,  R Neath , D S Wilkinson, C Woods ,I Spiers and R Ottley 
                           In attendance: D M Taverner Parish Clerk 
                Apologies: Cllrs J Dodwell and C Woods 
1 Declarations of Interest for a) the Meeting and b) Any Changes to be notified to the Registers of Interests and Gifts &   Hospitality

Cllr R Davis –       re Rooftop Housing Group

Cllr A Roe   -        Village Hall

Cllr D Wilkinson – Treasurer of PCC  

Cllr Brookes   -     Village Hall 

Cllr R Neath   -     Village Hall

All non prejudicial and as previously recorded.
2 Public questions and open session  
The Chairman asked that questions relating to the Village Hall project be dealt with under the appropriate item on the agenda.

Police Constable Gary Shepherd and Community Police Officer Simon Williams were in attendance to promote the “Smart Water” security property marking system. Packs could be obtained directly from the Police at a discounted rate of £20 and further information could be obtained directly from Local police stations. PC Shepherd and CPO Williams would also attend individual residents properties on request to educate on the use of the system once purchased.

Pc Shepherd advised that the overall crime rate within the District was down by over 30% when compared with the previous year- although the level of recorded crime in the area has been at historically low levels in any event.
The Clerk advised that he had again written to the County Council to ascertain their timetable for repairs and maintenance of the main road infrastructure in the immediate area.
Remedial works were also necessary to parish footpaths and byways and the Clerk was attempting to arrange a meeting with relevant officers at the County council to progress matters.
3  Planning -  

     No new applications or decisions had been received or made since the previous meeting.


4  Village Hall

    (At this point the Chairman opened the meeting to the Public) 


 Following the failure of the new build Village Hall Project on the existing Village Hall Car Pak the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) had advised the Parish Council (PC) that it would be exploring alternative sites for the scheme. The abortive costs incurred on the scheme to date would include the PC legal costs of approximately £6k, which the VHMC had previously undertaken to discharge.


The Chairman stated that there had been much acrimonious debate concerning the scheme and it was time to move forward and restore unity within the Parish.   

  Mr Roy Shepherd asked the Chairman why he had been accused of altering the record of Council minutes published in the Parish Magazine. The Chairman replied that the general feeling of Council Members was that the magazine had been a vehicle of adverse comment for the VHMC about the supposed inaction of the PC for some time and that the reports which had appeared in the magazine had not been an accurate reflection of events.


Mr Shepherd stated strongly that there was no justification for the Chairman’s comments or accusations and that unless the Chairman publicly withdrew any such comments then Mr Shepherd would be left with no alternative to report the matter to the Standards Monitoring officer at Wychavon District Council  

  Mr Roger Price then drew attention to letters from the Charity Commission outlining the status of the PC in its role as custodian trustee of the hal . Mr Price also raided concerns about  the briefing meeting that had been held for Councillors on 16 April at which the Village Hall issue had been discussed. Mr Price asked why this meeting had not been made open to the public and that he was of the view that the meeting was in breach of the regulations regarding public meetings of the Council.

  The Clerk replied that the 16 April meeting was a briefing meeting for held specifically for Members to be appraised of the latest situation concerning the Village Hall Project at that time. The notes of that meeting would be appended (see Appendix A) to the minutes of this meeting if the Parish Council adopted them as a formal record.  
  At this point Cllr Roy Ottley asked the Clerk to record the fact that he had not been invited to the briefing meeting. Cllr Ottley expressed the view that he had been deliberately excluded from the briefing meeting and that the Chairman’s and the Parish Council’s conduct in the matter had let the general community down. Cllr Ottley stated that he felt that Cllr Brookes leadership of the Council had directly contributed to the demise of the project 

Cllr Brookes strongly defended these remarks and stated that whilst Clr Ottley was entitled to his view, the Parish Council had in fact done everything in its power to facilitate the project and that it was the PC view that the blame for the failure of the project rested at the door of the VHMC.
  Much heated debate ensued. 
  Councillor Ottley rejected the Clerk’s advice that a briefing meeting, such as that which had occurred on the 16th April, was perfectly legal and after making a number of remarks about the Chairman and other Councillors, Councillor Ottley declared his intention to report the entire Council to the Standards Committee for breach of a code of conduct. 
  Members of the Village Hall Committee and their supporters in the public became increasingly agitated at this time and to restore order the Chairman found it necessary to close this part of the meeting to the public.        

 Cllr Wilkinson made the point that whilst members of both the PC and the VHMC continued to trade insults, there was little or no chance of the Village having a new or refurbished hall of any sort. This would be a disaster for the community and both parties would be responsible. Cllr Wilkinson stated that both parties should seek to work together by making positive and constructive steps towards an acceptable solution

The notes of the briefing meeting held on 16th April, 2009 were then adopted by the Council and are re-produced at Appendix A for the purposes of record.    
5
To receive update reports from District Councillor R Davis and County Councillor a Hardman


  CClr Hardman was not able to be present at the meeting


Cllr Davis outlined the following points by way of an update from recent activities by the District Council
Cllr Davis outlined the District Council’s plans to deal with its worsening financial situation following the economic downturn. Car Parking and Planning Fee income was diminishing and the Council was also estimating that it would suffer a £500k reduction in its investment income budget in 2009/10 following the rapid fall in interest rates in recent months. Plans were afoot to save an additional £500k by seeking further efficiency savings
Further consultation was planned on the West Midlands Regional Planning Strategy. It was now indicated that yet more homes were planned for the South Worcestershire area than had previously been outlined. This was continuing to be discussed and challenged at regional level and further public consultation events would follow.
6  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 January 2009 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 January 2009 had been previously circulated for approval by Members. No amendments were necessary and after being put to the vote it was resolved that the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.
7
Finance



(a) The following accounts were approved for payment

 
	
	Payee
	 
	 
	Description
	 
	 
	 
	 NET 
	 VAT 
	 TOTAL 

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 
	 £ 
	 £ 
	 £ 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Allianz Cornhill
	 
	Insurance 2009/10
	
	
	 
	                525.54 
	         -   
	 525.54 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Defford- cum- Besford VHMC
	 
	Village Hall Hire
	
	
	 
	  16.00 
	         -   
	                 16.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LA Garden Services
	 
	Grass Cutting March and April
	
	 
	                352.50 
	   
	   352.50 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Worcestershire Calc
	 
	Subscription 2009/10
	
	
	 
	                289.95 
	     38.13 
	   328.08 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D M Taverner
	 
	Clerk Salary and Expenses  15 January
	 
	                     494.13 
	         -   
	 494.13 

	 
	 
	 
	to 31 March 2008
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Open Spaces Society
	 
	Subscription 2009/10
	
	
	 
	40.00
	         -   
	          40.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	N Power
	
	 
	Street Lighting 1/109 to 31/3/09
	
	 
	  82.31 
	   4.11 
	          86.42 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 8 Maintenance of open spaces 
(a) Lengthsman Scheme The Clerk was attempting to progress suitable projects with the lengthsman scheme and was continuing to liaise with the County Council to progress suitable projects 
(b) Maintenance of roadways, footpaths and hedgerows –  

The Clerk advised Members that he was able to report emergency repairs to dangerous potholes and damaged footpaths directly to the County Council via the new web link. Members were asked to report any such problems via the Clerk who would log such reports and monitor the response to them.
12 Crabbe Yard – enforcement issues

Action was being taken by the Wychavon District Council environmental enforcement team and further updates would be presented to future meetings. 
13 Position of Clerk:  - to review the performance and position of the Clerk to the Council . 

In view of the confidential nature of the business the minutes of these discussions will be treated as a confidential item - pursuant to the Public Bodies Act 1960.  The reason being ‘The Terms & Conditions for and performance review of staff’

 Draft – subject final approval by

Chairman    
