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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
16th November 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston (Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, D Jennings, B Jones, D Lewis




D Stanley, B R Woodhouse
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, District Cllr Dean Clarke, 




County Cllr Phil Grove, 3 Members of the public.


Apologies:  
  E A Taft (accepted)
DRAFT



	209/15
Declarations of Interest
a) Register of Interests: There were none. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  There were none.
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  

d) To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  There were none.
e) To consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  There were none.
210/15
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.
a. Full Parish Council, 19th October 2015 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record.  
b. To discuss publishing draft minutes on the Parish Council’s section of the Worcestershire County Council website. 

http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish
Members approved the publishing of draft minutes on the WCC website, prior to formal approval at the next full parish council meeting.

211/15
Public Question Time - Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to the


Minutes as an aide memoire.
A resident of Monkwood Green attended and queried a payment relating to the Parish Council response to planning application 15/01033/FUL (Solar Farm at Monkwood). Members agreed that the planning application included highly technical reports and significant representations regarding soil grading and that the Parish Council had correctly sought expert advice in order to take an informed view accordingly.
There being no other comments the meeting was re-opened.

212/15
To Receive the Report of the Police Officer.


      None were present.

213/15
To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 

Cllr Clarke reported that a new planning application has been submitted to MHDC relating to 73 houses on Moseley Road, Hallow (15/01543/OUT). He provided an update on the legal action against Grimley Raceway Ltd and noted that the Director of Grimley Raceway Ltd pleaded guilty to the offences of breaching the noise abatement notices served on him in 2013. In response to the question as to why MHDC has declined to provide any parish grant (with regards to the precept) for Grimley Parish in 2016/17, he noted that this was in response to Central Government cuts and that this is a country wide issue.

214/15
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

Cllr Grove reported that the Education Minister is due to visit Worcester in order to review the formula for calculating funding for education. Local libraries have received £100,000 grant from the Arts Council for improved wifi facilities. There is ongoing work to reduce costs in order to maintain a level budget for the current financial year. The 2016/17 budget is being further examined due to the large ongoing costs (and rising) of fostering and care services. Cannington Bridge business case has been submitted to Central Government. Green Fingers (project in Top Barn) has received another grant for the next five years.
215/15
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a. 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green. 

· Motion to approve payment of the Monkwood Green Solar Action Group commissioned agricultural appraisal / soil survey for £120 including VAT.


Members approved this payment.
b. 15/000016CM - Proposed Materials Recycling Facility, Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration & Enhancement Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley.
· To note the recent decision by Worcestershire County Council to refuse this planning application and a Motion to thank Holt & Hallow Parish Councils for their support in relation to this matter. 
Thank you letters have been sent and universal thanks were noted.
216/15
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Management of the SSSI. Consideration as to ongoing and annual maintenance requirements in light of rytec project.

Issues discussed included the option of allowing cattle to graze the land, but this would require either the purchase of cattle by the parish council or paying a farmer to graze it. The presence of cattle would also require a cattle grid (approx. £28,000 per grid), electric fence, loading area (corral), ensuring regular watering/cattle welfare, funding the safe transport of the cattle to and from the site and also TB testing. Currently Parish Council funds would not make such a project feasible. Members agreed that residents have worked hard to help maintain the area and that this effort should not go to waste. Members instructed the Clerk to approach Natural England and ask them to meet with residents and the Parish Council in order to find a way forward.
b. Management of Non SSSI – requirement for a new contractor to cut and bail in 2016.

Members instructed the Clerk to contact Paul Burgess from Biosphere in relation to this and to request a quotation if appropriate. The Clerk is to also ascertain the total acreage of the site in question and ensure that this is included in the request for quotation.
c. Rebuilding the old well on Monkwood Green – to receive a progress report

Cllr Woodhouse to continue to liaise with Mr Bill Prosser in relation to this. Mr Prosser is progressing well with the project.
d. Rotten, standing, black poplar tree near Fox Inn – to discuss arranging its safe removal from the SSSI.

Members approved arrangements for the safe removal asap, at no cost to the Parish Council.

e. To discuss the drain that is in poor state of repair, near Moorlands, Monkwood.

Members instructed the Clerk to approach WCC Highways.
217/15 
Grimley Village - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. To discuss holding a parish competition to give names to the various ponds/pools created as a result of the gravel extraction.

It was reported that residents in Grimley would like proper ordnance survey names for the ponds. Members instructed the Clerk to investigate the procedure for this and to add this topic for discussion in the new year.

b. To discuss the erection of a road sign for the entrance to the village.

This has been investigated in the past and it was noted that WCC Highways have already refused assistance.
c. To discuss dog waste bins in Grimley village and whether additional facilities are required.

This has been investigated in the past and would need to be annually funded by the Parish Council. Funds at present do not allow this.

218/15
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. To discuss the increase in road noise from the A449 since resurfacing.
Residents have complained that they have noticed a significant increase in noise as a result of the resurfacing. Members instructed the Clerk to bring this to the attention of the County Councillor.
.
219/15
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

There were none.

220/15
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Peace Hall Management Committee.

It was reported that the next Committee meeting will be in January.
b. Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party

Members involved are to collaborate and report back in January 2016.

221/15   General Finance.

a. To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b. To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members noted and accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment.
c. To discuss suggestions/alterations to the budget for 2016. 
It was reported by the Clerk that since drafting the budget, information had been received from MHDC indicating that no Parish Grant would be forthcoming in 2016/17. Representatives from the Finance Committee are to collaborate and report back in December.
d. Members duly signed the completed the HMRC form in order to claim back VAT from the previous financial year. 
A member of the staffing committee also signed the Clerk’s contract, so that a copy could be sent to Lloyds bank, allowing her to become a validated correspondence.
Cllr Lewis departed at this point in order to attend another appointment.

222/15   Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a. Letter from Nora Parsons Day Centre, requesting additional funding in the next financial year.

Duly noted by Members and to be considered as part of the budget.
b. Letter from Applicants, Holywards Farm, in response to the Parish Council objection to planning application 15/01296/S73 - Variation of Condition 22 of planning permission 09/00901/FUL .
No further/additional correspondence had been received.

c. Full copy of SOYL agricultural appraisal received from the Monkwood Solar Farm Action Group.

Duly noted by Members.
d. Email notifying Members of free first aid courses available to all residents in Malvern area, run by St. Johns Ambulance.
Duly noted by Members. Residents are encouraged to contact MHDC Community Services for more information: 01684 862372

e. Letter from Primary School detailing events in December and reminding parents to park sensibly.

Duly noted by Members with thanks.
f. Request that the goal posts on Sinton Green be repainted.

Members noted that the posts are of galvanised steel and that it would not be cost effective to paint them.

g. Email from Housing Strategy Officer at MHDC, requesting information as to number of homeless people known to be located in the parish.

Members were not aware of any.

h. Verbal request from Monkwood Resident that the pond on Monkwood SSSI be dug out and cleared, to mitigate against future flooding.

Duly noted by Members and to be added to future agenda. This project is to be included in the work to liaise with Natural England regarding future care & maintenance of the SSSI. (item 216/15a).

i. Verbal notification from resident of damage to SSSI Monkwood Green, caused by stuck delivery lorry.
To be added to agenda in new year. Members instructed the Clerk to notify the enforcement officer at MHDC, report the damage and request that they undertake a site visit of the facility to which the delivery lorry was bound. Members also asked residents to be vigilant and report the number plate of any vehicle causing such damage in the future.
j. Verbal request from resident for information regarding the Vehicle Activated Sign.

It was reported that Grimley PC shares this facility with Wichenford PC and instructed the Clerk to request that the sign be moved to Monkwood Green in early 2016.

k. Email from the Primary School indicating their willingness to get involved with litter picks.

Duly noted by Member with sincere thanks.

223/15   Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a. Allotments.

b. Play equipment on Sinton Green.
c. Overgrown reeds in pond at Sinton Green, causing risk of flooding.
Appendix 1: Items for payment. 

Will Jones

Signwriter, Peace Hall Memorial Repair

Invoice Ref: 1626

60.00

VAT nil

Mr W Prosser

Topping Monkwood SSSI, above and below Moorlands, Clearing from Willow trees. Invoice Ref: 90

130.00

VAT nil

DJR Farm Services

Flail Topping Monkwood SSSI & transportation of equipment. Invoice Ref: 615

720.00

120.00

VAT

 included

SOYL

Critique on Agricultural Appraisal with regard to Planning App 15/01033/FUL. Invoice Ref: Soil Critique, 24/09/15

144.00

24.00

 VAT

 included

Worcestershire CALC

1-2-1 Training for Clerk. Invoice Ref: 759

30.00

VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Clerk wages (£336.86) & 1 months expenses (£52.48)

389.34

VAT nil
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