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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
7th December 2015 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston (Chair), A Davies, D Jennings, B Jones, 





D Stanley, E A Taft, B R Woodhouse
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, District Cllr Dean Clarke, 




County Cllr Phil Grove, 2 Members of the public.


Apologies:  
  P Ayers, D Lewis (accepted)
DRAFT MINUTES



	224/15
Declarations of Interest
a. Register of Interests: There were none. 

b. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the    


 agenda and their nature:  There were none.
c. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the


 agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed 


 Dispensations on file.  

d. To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality:  There 

 were none.
e. To consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to  


 Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  There were 

 none.
225/15
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a. Full Parish Council, 16th November 2015 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record.  
226/15
Public Question Time - Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to the


Minutes as an aide memoire.


   There being no comments the meeting was re-opened.
227/15
To Receive the Report of the Police Officer.


      None were present. Members suggested that a report be submitted to 
      them by email if a representative of the Police is unable to attend in 
      person.
The order of the meeting changed slightly at this point owning to the late arrival of District Cllr Dean Clarke (due to prior training commitments) and of County Cllr Phil Grove (due to attendance at another parish council meeting). However, their reports are provided below, maintaining the order of the original agenda.

228/15
To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 

District Cllr Clarke and County Cllr Grove confirmed that each would contribute £500 towards provision of play equipment in the parish. Parish Cllrs gave their sincere thanks for this opportunity and resolved to further explore the full cost of such a scheme.
229/15
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

A report on the latest liaison meeting with Tarmac was provided with regard to ongoing restoration of the Church Farm Quarry site. Further cooperation and assistance is required by the Church Commissioners if this work is to continue and in particular, their assistance with queries as to whether an access roadway should be included in the restoration project. The next liaison meeting will be in February 2016. Cllr Grove offered to research and clarify the mechanisms of planning applications appeals being heard by written representations or via a hearing.

230/15
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a. 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green. 

i. To discuss the outcome of the District Council decision on 2nd December – Refusal of permission.



Members noted the strong reasons for refusal (in particular the report’s deficiencies with regard to flora and fauna appraisals), together with the ‘calling in’ notice and the weight of public opposition. District Cllrs also noted the beauty of the area on their site visit. Members passed their thanks to the Action Group for their work and to Parish Cllr Jennings for representing the Parish Council at the MHDC committee meeting.
b. 15/000016CM - Proposed Materials Recycling Facility, Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration & Enhancement Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley.
i. To discuss the intention of the applicants to appeal against refusal.

Members noted information provided from Steven Aldridge (WCC). The appeal has already been directly referred to the Planning Inspectorate, without being examined in too much detail by WCC themselves. The Planning Inspectorate would normally immediately accept a request for written representations, however, the amount of public interest in this case may persuade them to call a hearing. WCC will write to all who commented on the application informing them of the process in due course. Regardless of the methodology of appeal, the Parish Council will be given the chance to comment on the statement/appeal put forward by Pencroft. Parish Cllrs instructed the Clerk to write to the Planning Inspectorate asking for improved public visibility and for opportunity to provide a verbal representation reiterating previous objections.
c.
15/01496/AGR - Extension to existing machinery and hay barn, Whitehouse Farm, Monkwood Green, Hallow.

i.
To note this application, which is a permitted development 


prior to approval and therefore comments from the Parish 

Council are not required by MHDC.

Members noted that part of this property is listed and instructed the Clerk to enquire of MHDC whether they take this information into consideration when examining similar cases.
d.
 15/01543/OUT - 76 dwellings, Moseley Road, Hallow. Deadline: 
 11th December via requested extension. Officer: Simon Jones.


 i.
To consider this application for comment to MHDC.

Members noted that approx 60 objections have already been received by MHDC. Primary objections already submitted include: the proposal is in part or wholly outside the Development Plan and the allocation of housing for the village under the South Worcestershire Development Plan; increased volume of traffic, particularly on Moseley Road and Main Road; increased congestion at the junction of the two roads; increased pressure on an already full school and other amenities; there have already been other approved large developments for Hallow, including land in Orchard Lane, Old Braithwaites Yard, former Royal Oak Site and 6 Properties in Moseley Road; the planned development is for a high-density estate of two-story houses, whereas existing local house:land ratios would approximate to only 30 houses being built on this site; applicants have not considered the vernacular style of architecture extant in the village. 

Members also discussed the following: the junction on the main road is already notoriously dangerous for drivers and pedestrians; the village would be made 1/3 bigger; question as to what S106 contribution would be received by Hallow PC. District Cllr Clarke advised that the deadline of 11th December can be disregarded, since MHDC will meet in February/March 2016 and so representations can be made to them until then. Hallow PC are not meeting until Thursday (10th December) and so their comments were not known. The Clerk was instructed to submit preliminary concerns regarding infrastructure and traffic and the cumulative impact, find out what comments Hallow PC intend to make and add this topic to the January 2016 agenda for further discussion.
231/15
Parish Facilities - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.
a. To discuss and explore provision of allotments.
Members queried whether there was a demand for this service. It was noted that Hallow PC rents land from WCC for allotments. The issue of parking provision was discussed. The Clerk was instructed to write to the Church Commissioners to ask whether they could assist by donating land for this cause.
b. To discuss and explore provision of play equipment on Sinton 


Green. 
Members again noted with sincere thanks the proposed £1000 contribution by the County and District Cllrs. The Clerk was instructed to research grants and equipment costs, particularly from BIFRA and, to approach the Primary School for assistance and signposting in applying for grants.
232/15
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. To discuss setting dates for litter picking events in 2016 and combining this with the ‘Clean for the Queen’ national initiative in March.
Members discussed the need to incentivise companies to reduce litter at the point of creation (ie takeaway food). It was noted that the field/verges opposite the bus stop on the approach to Grimley were full of rubbish. The school was reported to be keen to take part in parish litter picking activities and the Clerk was instructed to ask them for dates and to discuss health and safety and a safe route for the children to get involved. It was suggested that a Friday afternoon would be appropriate for the school and a Saturday morning for other volunteers in the parish. The Clerk was also instructed to let the parish magazine know about the Clean for the Queen event.
b. To discuss dangerous vehicular parking on the verge at A443 Grimley cross road.

It was noted by Members that vehicles parking on the sections of verge outside Stonewall Cottages significantly reduce visibility for vehicles pulling out of the junction and seriously obstructs the visual splay. The Clerk was instructed to write to the properties concerned, inform them of local concerns from residents and to ask for their cooperation in this matter.
c. To discuss the overgrown reeds in the pond at Sinton Green, liable to cause flooding.

Members noted that this pond must be cleared in 2016 if the reeds are to be managed before they get out of control. Silt build up is not an issue for this pond, but it is crucial not to puncture the clay base. It was suggested that the Duckworths Trust might be able to assist with this work. The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Phil Leary and ask if he considers that the pond will need doing in the immediate future and to ask his assistance with this matter.
.
233/15
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Peace Hall Management Committee.

It was reported that work to repair the side light and emergency exit lights are ongoing, for which work the Peace Hall Committee will pay.

b. Pencroft Quarry Liaison Committee – if not covered in previous items.
There was nothing to report.

234/15   General Finance.

a. To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b. To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members noted and accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment.
c. To discuss suggestions/alterations to the budget for 2016. 
Members discussed likely rising expenditure in relation to pond maintenance at Sinton Green and Monkwood Green and with regard to Monkwood Green Common/SSSI. Members were reminded that MHDC will not be providing a grant (council tax subsidy) to the Parish Council in 2016, which equates to a loss of approx. £500 to the parish budget. The draft budget was considered, in which reductions focused on those areas that underspent in the past year. It was reported that the 2015/16 financial year has been an unusual one with an extraordinary amount of spending in relation to fighting planning applications, which is hopefully and unlikely to be repeated in 2016/17. A 2% rise in the precept (that portion of the overall household council tax bill that is allocated to the Parish Council) was mooted and is to be added to the January agenda for further discussion.
d. To complete and approve the new bank mandate from Lloyds bank, removing expired signatories, confirming existing ones and to confirm the new Clerk as the designated person to receive bank correspondence. 

Members duly signed as required.
235/15   Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a. Notification from MHDC of enforcement action with regard to ditches by the Inn at Sinton Green. 

Noted by Members.

b. Countryside Voice Magazine – published by CPRE.

Distributed to Members for perusal.

c. Changes to the Financial Services Compensation scheme – information received from Lloyds Bank.
Noted by Members.

d. MHDC consultation request for 15/01637/HOU - The Old Bakery, Moseley Road, Hallow - Demolition of existing extension and erection of a two storey extension. Planning officer: Anna Priestley. Deadline for comment 25th December. Extension requested.

Members had no objection and supported the action being taken by the applicants. Therefore this will not be added to future agendas for formal discussion.
e. MHDC consultation request for 15/01567/S73 - Land adj The New Inn, Sinton Green - Removal / Variation of Planning Condition. Planning Officer: Hayley Jones. Deadline for comment 23rd December. Extension not requested at present.

Members noted that at first glance this appears to be amendments to visibility splays and parking restrictions on site, had no comments or objections to make and therefore this will not be added to future agendas for formal discussion.

f. Tenbury and Burford Neighbourhood Area Designation Consultation. Deadline for comments Friday 15th January 2016.
Noted by Members.

g. The latest version of the Register of Electors has been published and a copy offered to us.
Members instructed the Clerk to request a paper copy plus monthly amendments.

236/15   Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

· Bins at top barn.
Members noted that this area falls under the jurisdiction of Holt Parish Council and instructed the Clerk to write to Holt PC and enquire about the state of these facilities.

237/15   Dates for diary.




    There were none.

238/15   Date of Next Scheduled Meeting.

· 18th January 2015, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green. 




The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

· 22nd February 2015, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green. 




The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 

HMRC

Remainder and final payment of PAYE for previous Clerk: This is Quarter 3 payment, due between 5th and 22nd January 2016.

8.36

VAT nil

Grimley & Holt School Fund

School music lessons as part of resolution to fund a community building activity., Invoice Ref: TANMUSIC2015.

240.00

VAT nil

SOYL

Outstanding VAT bill.

Critique on Agricultural Appraisal with regard to Planning App 15/01033/FUL. Invoice Ref: Soil Critique, 24/09/15. 

Previously this invoice for £120.00 was approved and paid in November.

24.00

Wholly VAT

Worcestershire CALC

Clerks gathering and pensions training. Invoice Ref: 763

10.00

VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Clerk wages (£336.86) & 1 months expenses (£103.47) 

440.33

VAT nil
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