	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 16th November  2015 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor C. Grainger
                Councillor Mrs. L. Green

                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
David Rischmiller – Rural and Business Crime Co-ordinator.               
	Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mr. J. Gammond
3 members of the public was present.
Community Police Officer in attendance 
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)  

	1.
	Police Report
Incidents of drug dealing in the car parks at Eymore – several people dealt with by police
Signs – police looking for vandals who had pushed over roadside signs.

Several incidents locally of vans being broken into - looking for tools.

CCTV  monitoring re fly tipping was discussed – police could not provide funding for this though the cost of removing fly tipping was high.   Other solutions were discussed which were more cost effective.  The infringement of public privacy was also mentioned.

	2
	Public Open Forum  - 
i)Sarah Hirst attended the meeting, concerning her property – Seagull Cottage - near to the Reservoir.  The chalet had been in situ since she believed the 1920’s and she owned the structure.  However, Severn Trent bought the land it stands on under compulsory purchase many years ago, and she asked if the parish could help as regards the legal status of the property.  Councillors felt that this was a legal issue which she would have to take up privately in legal consultation with Severn Trent and not a matter for the Parish Council. 
ii)Since June of this year Dave Rischmiller a retired Police Inspector has been working as the Rural and Business Crime Co-ordinator for the North Worcestershire Partnership tasked with delivering the Police and Crime Commissioners Rural and Business Crime Strategies.  He addressed the Parish Council meeting and informed those present of some current projects. A Rural crime prevention resources website has been set up; www.worcestershireruralwatch.co.uk this contains lots of information about reducing rural vulnerability to crime. Linked to this is a new Facebook page for North Worcestershire Rural Watch to communicate crime incidents, events and current information. David also re-emphasised the importance of reporting all crime, reminding everyone that the police and other agencies allocate resources based on reported crime so if we don’t report we look as though we don’t need any Policing attention! In a time of ever scarcer Police resources it is also very important both that we take steps to reduce our vulnerability to crime and make sure it is highlighted when it does happen! David can be contacted on 01527 64252 or at david.rischmiller@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk

David also asked to be put into contact with trimpleywatch.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence:   Received and approved from Cllrs. Mrs. C. Gammond and R. Jennings – The Council’s best wishes for their speedy recovery were sent via cards.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mr. J. Gammond declared an interest re the Village Hall, being committee member.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchard Grant.   Cllr. Mr. C. Grainger declared an interest in anything concerning Riddings Brook.  Cllr. Mrs. L. Green declared a NPI in planning application 15/0506 being a close friend and near neighbour.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th October  2015 were approved and signed with a small typographical amendment.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising.
· Signage – Bridgnorth road junction – Trimpley Lane “No access to Bewdley” sign was in place whilst the road was closed due to Severn Trent works.
· Fountain to Habberley Road island – Cllr Yarranton was asked to report that the central white line had never been repainted since last resurfacing.

· Speed measurement wires in Trimpley – not able to arrange this  until the Severn Trent works had been completed.
· Low Habberley speed measurement wires had shown an average of  28mph.  Speeds were therefore acceptable and speed limits generally respected.

· Pothole to be reported : in rock cutting at Hoarstone Lane

· Potholes Northwood Lane – near to Cutting cottage had been reported.

· Leaves through Hoarstone cutting to be reported for picking up

· Clerk advised that she had asked for sweeper to sweep Upper Birch junction with the A442. 

· Weeds on roadside and footway - Low Habberley – spraying should have been done earlier, but has been noted.

· District Issues – Crown House Kidderminster – compulsory purchase orders raised.   

· Linkroad – Cllr. Gammond asked about the junction on the new linkroad, and whether this was to be traffic lights or a roundabout – and he felt the latter would cause less traffic problems.
· Drainage catchment tank at Fountain was pumped out sometime ago and has been inspected inside by Council workers.  It was suggested that the Lengthsman may need to pay occasional attention to this.

	7.
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications – None
b) Planning Applications for comment:

15/0506 – Single Storey side and rear extension at 17 Low Habberley

Comment – “No objections and recomment approval”
15/601 – Siting of Temporary caravan whilst barn is being converted for 24 months at Land Adjoining Sandy Lane Farm, Kidderminster.

Comment – “We have no objection in principle to this application.  However, we would query the subject of conversion of the barn.  We have seen no planning application for this.  Is it being done under the new Permitted Development regulations?    Please advise by return e-mail.”
15/0620 - Ashgrove, Hill Farm, Northwood Lane, Bewdley - Certificate of Lawfulness - use of property as permanent dwelling
Comment - “We have no evidence to collaborate or refute the claims made in this application”
15/0621 - Replacement Dwelling - Theolaw, Northwood Lane, Bewdley

Comment – “No objections and recomment approval”
c) Compliance Issues /Appeals
15/0113 – Appeal WFA1453 – Crundalls Cottage
Nothing further heard from the Appeal Inspector. 

	8.
	Progress Reports on other Outstanding Items

Severn Trent  Matters –  It was noted that the mains replacement was progressing well.
BT Cover – Mary Moors – It was believed that this had been repaired.  Cllr Phillips would report to next month’s meeting. 
Japanese knot weed – Mount Pool   - It was reported that there was not enough left of the weed to inject.  More cutting back was advised for next spring.
Parrots feather in Marsh – requires more spraying. 
Fence by Mount Pool – Had been replaced, and erected.
CCTV Camera signage – still not all erected.
New Noticeboards – were on order.

Church Roof & Repairs – progress was being made, albeit slow.  Funding was now in place but it would be New Year before work starts.  It was hoped to report better news in a month’s time.  The contract for the work was given to Matt Riley, a local man.
Park Attwood – Councillors had no news as to what the site was now being used for.

Woodland Trust  in Wassell Wood – The Chairman asked if the Woodland Trust were are they vaccinating badgers this year in the wood, due to local incidence of bovine TB.  No-one knew if this was being done.H

	9.
	Localism - Litter Picking –
The contract had commenced.  Clerk was to finalise arrangements with Archer bros., and also to ensure the litter bin was serviced at the village hall, and that payments were in place and being made.

	10.
	Lengthsman – It was requested that the lengthsman be asked to strim around the Low Habberley sign at Fountain Court.  Clerk to advise what balance remained for the lengthsman in the budget.
Spraying training for lengthsmen – Clerk to make enquiries about how much it would cost to have the lengthsmen receiving training and certification for spraying, and how often this would need re-assessment.

An invoice for work was tabled and approved, along with an invoice for further work on the footpaths.
Footpath work – it was also reported that a waymark post at Mary Moors layby was rotten and needed replacement.

	11.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s expenses - £113.44

Transparency Code Training for Clerk -  £10

A Williams – replacement Fence at Mount Pool - £330

S Archer – lengthsman’s Work - £670
S Archer – Footpath Work - £60

Clerk’s PAYE - £56.40
b) Compliance with Transparency Code – Clerk gave brief notes about this, following her training.


	12.
	Review of Code of Conduct – All councillors had been given a new copy of the Code of Conduct, and this was approved.

	13.

	CALC & Other Correspondence
AGM – Wednesday 25th November (7pm) at County Hall preceded by Trade Fair (5pm)
Next Area Meeting – Monday 14th December

Clerk also gave details of the Worcestershire Association of Carers – White Christmas concert.

	14.
	Other Matters
Village Sign – it was decided to put up the village sign nameplate (knocked down) after the winter.

Wheelie Bin Speed stickers – Clerk requested to order a pack of 30 “30mph” stickers for wheelie bins predominantly to be used in Low Habberley
Search for old pictures of the Parish – following a chance discussion and meeting with a member of the Tilsley family, Cllr. Phillips suggested that consideration be given to creating a further book of old pictures of the parish.
Date of Next Meeting  – Monday 21st December at 7.45p.m.   

Meeting closed at 10.05p.m.  

Chairman  : _________________________________________
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