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HILL & MOOR PARISH COUNCL    

Clerk: Mrs Jo Adams
Email: hillandmoor@yahoo.co.uk
Tel/text: 07795 608892
Hill & Moor Parish Council

Clerk:  Mrs Jo Adams
   
Address: 43a High Street, Pershore, WR10 1EU     
    Email:  hillandmoor@yahoo.co.uk
  
Landline: 01386 554305          
Tel/ Text/ WhatsApp: 07795 608892

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on
Thursday 12th November 2015 @ 7pm
Present:        
 Cllrs J. Bell (Chair), M. Yarnold and T. Betteridge 
Also present: 
J. Adams, Clerk; Cllr L. Tucker, District and County Councillor; 2 members of the public 
1. Apologies: There were none.

2. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest. 
____________________________________________________________________________
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time 

Notes can be found at the end of these minutes.    
____________________________________________________________________________
3. Minutes: It was agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of the  1st October  2015 were  a true and accurate record.
4. District and County Councillors reports
Cllr Tucker reported that the contracting out of County Council services continued  although there had been some problems with the Education Support Services contract as many redundancies had followed the award of the contract to Babcock. The County Council were in disagreement with the contractor as to when the redundancies had been made known to them. Cllr Tucker was also concerned over the apparent protectionism that the contractor had shown over access to the information on the contract and performance indicators. 
Following Cllr Tucker’s enquiry at the last meeting, Cllr Betteridge reported that the anaerobic digester had not been causing any problems for nearly residents in Lower Moor but they would continue to monitor it. 
5. Progress reports





a) Playing Field: The bonfire and fireworks had been very successful and had made a surplus despite their last minute arrangement. The Council paid tribute to the organisers and it was agreed to send a letter of thanks. Cllr Yarnold and Bell agreed to seed the area of field underneath the fire. 

b) Play area: The new lengthsman had been carrying out inspections of the play area. 
c) Mowing: Minuted at item 10. 

d) PACT News: It was noted that the Council had no representative to attend PACT meetings following the resignation of Cllr Brooker. It was confirmed that meetings took place quarterly. Hill and Moor parish is part of Local Police Team (LPT) based in Evesham town  and the PACT meetings gave the Council an opportunity to meet police and put forward local concerns that might otherwise be overlooked, as the parish was situated on the outermost boundary of the LPT area. 





e) Flood / Drainage: Correspondence had been received from the
 Wychavon Land Drainage Officer regarding the maintenance of watercourses  at Hill Court Farm and  Hill Furze Farm. The officer would continue to chase the landowners for completion of the necessary works. 
f) Footpaths: Nothing to report.

g) Village Hall: The wifi at the Village Hall was now up and running. It was noted that the addition of a screen would be most welcome.
h) Parish Plan: The results of the Parish Plan had been published in the recent newsletter. 









i) Allotments: Nothing to report although Cllr Yarnold agreed to invite the Allotment Association to report yearly at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

j) Neighbourhood Watch: It was confirmed that former Councillor, Clive Brooker, would continue add information to the Facebook page. 

k) Landfill Site: Cllr Betteridge had attended the recent meeting of the Hill and Moor Community Liaison Group and reported that one of the cells had been capped off and disposal had been moved to the next which was the closest cell to the boundary between Hill and Moor and Pinvin parishes. The Environment Agency were happy with the improved management of the site. 

Due to a broken cable, it had not been possible to generate electricity by burning the waste gases; the waste gases were being ‘flared off’ in the interim. He added there had been some concerns over  columns of smoke which appeared to be emanating from the landfill site but were in fact due to a neighbouring business – this was being investigated by the Environment Agency. 

l) Lengthsman: Cllr Yarnold reported that the lengthsman had been digging out the grips in Salters Lane in advance of the heavy rain predicted for the weekend, and would keep them clear over the winter period. 
m) New Homes Bonus: Items most likely to be put forward would be the addition of a power supply or supplies on the playing field and potentially a path around the field which had been recently suggested by a resident. 
n) Hill & Moor Facebook page: It was confirmed that former Councillor, Clive Brooker, would continue with the Facebook page. 

o) Newsletter: The Council were happy with the recent newsletter and discussed issue of the next one, which could be shared with the Village Hall if necessary. The Council decided that further newsletters would be issued at Easter and in the summer, and that the Parish Games, Field Day and information about the precept would feature. 
p) Parish Council Vacancies: One application had been received and an item for co-option would appear on the next agenda. Two more co-option forms to be sent. 
6. Planning
a) New planning applications:

· W/15/02581/OU:   Land adjoining south west of Railway Bridge and Land adjacent south east of Railway Bridge, Bridge Street, Lower Moor


Proposal: Two new build, 4-bed dormer houses to plots of land adjacent to replace extant planning approval 15/00482
The Council had no objection to the application but noted that the build height should be no higher than that of the property in construction next to the proposed development. 
b) No new Decision Notices had been received. 

c) Planning Correspondence and Information: There were none.  
7.  To discuss the addition of a sign in the parish
The Council considered the purchase and installation of a sign in the lane by the Church to remind dog owners to pick up after their dogs. Costs were presented and it was decided that Cllr Yarnold would identify a suitable location and a sign would be purchased. 
8.  To discuss arrangements for a Christmas tree and lights
Cllr Bell reported that the pub had agreed to provide and light a Christmas tree outside the premises for Christmas 2015.
9.  To discuss the potential location for a power supply or supplies on the playing field and lights along the path
The Council decided that investigations would be made into the cost of two power supplies on the field. The first would be sited by the fence at the corner of the field at the junction of Cherry Orchard Road and Manor Road to illuminate a Christmas tree in future years, and the second situated on the field side of the playground. Costs to be obtained. 

The Council discussed possible lighting for the path, perhaps using solar lights. Cllr Bell noted that a light at the top of the steps opposite the Village Hall would be of great value for those crossing the field in the evening. 

10.  To discuss repairs to the mower
A representative of TH White Ltd had come to look at the Council’s mower although was unable to take it out onto the field as one of the tyres was flat. The ignition problem had been identified and solved although there were a number of other things that needed to be fixed. The company recommended taking the mower away to their works to identify everything that needed to be done and to quote a price. It was agreed that this should be organised. It was confirmed that the investigation would cost £100 and that a full service to include sharpening of the blades would cost in the region of £1,400. 
11.  To discuss support for the Parish Games award ceremony: It was agreed to meet the cost of hiring the Village Hall for the Parish Games award ceremony as requested. 
12.  To discuss the provision of a Pension Scheme following recent changes to pension laws
The Council discussed the Local Government Pension Scheme administered by Worcestershire County Council although it was noted that the Council’s monthly employers contribution under this scheme would be in the region of £63. Cllr Yarnold was in receipt of information from Richard Levett of CALC and would forward the information on. The date for implementation of the scheme would be ascertained and the matter would be revisited in due course. 
13.  Finance
a) To report on the financial situation of the Parish Council and to approve cheques for payment.  

Income since last report


	Worcestershire County Council
	L/man work June/ July
	307.45


Cheques for approval

	J Adams 
	Salary Sept ‘15
	210.50

	N Winter
	L/man work Sept ‘15
	282.55

	GBD Evesham
	Grasscutting Sept ’15
	240.34

	GBD Evesham
	Grasscutting Oct ‘15
	240.34

	Malvern Hills DC
	Printing Newsletters
	55.26

	J Adams 
	Expenses
	17.50
	Computer Allowance
	12.50

	
	
	
	Telephone allowance
	5.00

	          
	
	
	Printing
	

	Total
	
	1,046.49
	
	


The Council resolved to approve the cheques for payment. 

b) To agree an additional signatory for the bank account: This item was deferred. 

14.  Correspondence for Information: Correspondence had been received from the Wychavon Land Drainage Officer (noted at item 5e), and from Wychavon setting the deadline for precept requests as Friday 5th February 2016.  

15.  Clerk’s report: The Clerk reported that she had attended a recent event run by Wychavon regarding Planning Enforcement. 
16.  Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda: 
Cllr Bell reported that the Youth Club were gaining new members and were now in double figures for attendance. 

Cllr Yarnold reported that he had spoken to a planning officer at Wychavon and there was funding available that could contribute towards the cost of a Neighbourhood Plan. He reported that villages were in the process of being re-categorised, i.e. classified according to size and facilities available, and that Lower Moor’s classification was currently Category 3. The creation of a Housing Policy was briefly discussed. 
Cllr Bell reported that Cllr Brooker had resigned as a Parish Councillor. 

Items to be discussed at the next meeting would include the Council’s finances to date; the precept for 2016/17 and issues from the November meeting which had progressed. 
17.  Date of next meeting:   Thursday 3rd December 2015

The meeting was closed at 8.30pm. 
Public Questions

There were no questions although two members of the public expressed interest in joining the Council. 
Co-option forms to be sent. 
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