AGM Minutes of Pendock Parish Council 26th January 2016

The Minutes of Pendock Parish Council
Held at Pendock School at 7.30pm on 26th January 2016
Present: Cllrs Mr John Humphreys (Chairman),  Mr Charles Rush, Mr Adrian Lovegrove, Mr Simon Fellows, Mr John Davidson and Mr Nigel Thompson.
In attendance:  the Clerk and six members of the public.

1.  Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr. Rosemary Philipson-Stow and District Councillor Bronwen Behan.
2. Declaration of Interests:  
a) Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.
b) Cllr Adrian Lovegrove declared his personal interest in item 4(b) on the Agenda.
3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2015 were approved and signed.
4. Progress Reports:
a) Debris in ditch at Pendock Cross – The Clerk reported that following a second letter to Mr Aplin the ditch had been cleared.  However she also received a letter from Mr Aplin who pointed out that in his view the responsibility of keeping this ditch clear was that of Highways.   The Council requested that the Clerk write to Mr Aplin and point out that in fact the ditch was his responsibility being the land owner of the hedge.
b) Agriculture land opposite Serauple:  The Clerk reported that Paul Hickman was no longer with MHDC and the matter was now in the hands of Daniel Wilson who initially was unaware of the relationship between this plot of land and that of the Old Garage Site.  Chase up emails had been sent but to date the only response received was that the site had been visited on numerous occasions in order to establish the breach of planning control. Frustratingly, no one has been present and attempts to contact the owner by post had failed.
c) Cycle Race disruption:  An email had been received fromPC Naulls advising the Council of two future road races this year organised by the Gloucester city Cycle Club.  They were Sunday 29th May and Sunday 14th August.   The Clerk was asked to make sure this notification was put in the Parish Notice Boards and Parish Magazine.   She would also let Mrs Williams know these dates.
d) Village Planning Concerns:  The Councillors were reminded that following the second letter to Harriett Baldwin MP, the Council’s  concerns regarding village development were passed to the Minister for Housing and Planning.   His response was received and set out to reassure the village that planning policies recognise the particular issues of sustainability of villages and small settlements.
He also went so far as to say that blanket policies restricting housing development in some settlements and preventing other settlements from expanding should be avoided unless their use can be supported by robust evidence.
It was agreed that the Clerk should forward this letter to  the CEO of MHDC  as it clearly was contrary to the original response from The Area Planning Officer.

e) Pendock Garage Site:  The Clerk reported that the latest update on the future of the Garage Site was that a legal opinion is still being sought based on the Planning Inspectorate’s decision for the Pendock Garage site, whilst it was appreciated this was taking some time  the Compliance Officer assured the Parish Council that it was being chased as a high priority.
Further to discussions held prior to the meeting with villagers and their concerns regarding the lack of urgency that was apparent from the Parish Council, Planning Authority, District Authority, County Authority and Environment Agency it was agreed that a letter should be sent to Duncan Rudge – Chief Planning Officer stressing the continued failure of MHDC to do anything about terminating the use of the Old Garage Site and the land opposite Serauple  being used as a breakers yard for commercial vehicles along with the pollution, debris, smell, noise and congestion it is causing.  A copy of this letter would also be sent to the District Councillor.
5. Finance Report:
a) The Council approved the transactions below:
Outgoings: 
Lengthsman

 
               236.00


Stationery



   17.29


Clerk’s salary – Oct


   99.00


Hire of Hall



     5.00



 Total Outgoings
      
              £357.29
Incomings:



Interest




      .65


Single farm payment

           1,095.37

Total Incomings


         £1,096.02
Total funds at 10th November 2015    £8,351.46
Total funds at 26th January 2016         £9,090.19
b) Bank Mandate:   The bank had written to confirm that Simon Fellows was now a signatory on the Council’s bank accounts.
6. Community Levy – Parish wish list:  The Chairman reminded the Council that should any of the current or future housing developments come to fruition there is in place a requirement to contribute a sum of money under clause 106.   A portion of the money may be offered to the parish to use at their discretion on proposed benefits to the parish.   It was therefore recommended that  the Council have in mind various possible projects which would benefit the parish as a whole.
A number of ideas were put forward and after discussion the following list was identified:

· Footpaths

· Drainage scheme

· Ideas to reduce speed through the village such as gates on entering the village from each direction
7. Correspondence:  
a) Notice of Appeal – Brookend, Pendock: This was the notification that Chris Pattison had lodged an appeal against the MHDC refusal of planning application 15/00865/OUT.
b) Application No 15/01560/FUL – proposed demolition of existing units and erection of 4 dwellings at Promould Plastics, School Lane : Refused on the grounds that it was outside any defined settlement boundary, that they did not approve of the design and there was an absence of a legal agreement regarding Clause 106.
c) Communication from PPG at Corse & Staunton Doctors Surgery:    It was reported that the Group was aiming to try to get access to a Defibrillator in each of the Parishes that are covered by the Surgery.  It was noted thata Mr Embley had one in his possession which though old, only needed a new battery.  A number of issues were raised about who and how it was to be maintained, where to keep it and who would have the key. Also what insurance implications there would be.
d) The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations:  A letter had been received from Worcestershire County Council asking parishes to focus on the event as they would like to encourage everyone to play a part, have fun and raise funds for the community.  Worcestershire County Council will be producing a ‘How To’ information pack to make festivities go with a bang!  The Clerk was asked to obtain a pack.
8. Councillors’ Reports:  Cllr Nigel Thompson suggested that there were a number of areas around the Cross where Highways could help in the prevention of further accidents.   The possibility of re-applying for yellow lines at the Cross Roads to stop parking or alternatively a sign with ‘ No Parking Beyond this Point’.   Also would the Highways consider doing another traffic survey on the B4208 at the cross?  The Clerk would investigate.
9. Date of the next Meeting:  7.30pm on Tuesday 15th March 2016 at Pendock Primary School.
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………..



Chairman
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Notes of Public Question Time:

1.  Drainage and future development:  Because of recent planning applications in the Pendock area a number of residents along Redmarley Road and the B4208 were concerned about the increased risk of flooding that would affect land around Wynd Brook both upstream and downstream in the area should any applications be approved.  Councillors noted their concerns and confirmed that they too were aware of these issues.
2. Old Pendock Garage Site:  A number of residents were concerned that the Parish Council had not done enough to move matters forward regarding the unlawful use of the site.    The Council pointed out that they had been in continuous communication with the Compliance Officer but until the legal issues had been sorted there was little they could do.   Their views were noted and future action would be considered during the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned to discuss matters on the Agenda, notes of which are appended to these minutes.
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