



29.
MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 7th December 2015 
at  Offenham Village Hall
Members Present:
Parish Councillors:


Larraine Knight - Chairman.

As per attendance register:   

Jill Moran

Anthony Ward








Marcus Taylor

Victoria Jervis



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)






Keith Wright, District Councillor







Alastair Adams, County Councillor

15/1172
Apologies 

Cllrs Evans, Young, Judith and John Heath
15/173 To receive Declarations of Interest & updates to Members’ Register

None
15/174
Open Forum

Appended to minutes
15/175
Meeting re-opened and the Minutes of previous meeting were considered.

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd November 2015 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
15/176
To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion).
· Flyer for defibrillator instructions

It was requested that an article be added to the Parish Magazine to explain the procedure for using 
the defibrillator.

· Bus shelter design

It was agreed that option 3 with glass end panels would be the appropriate choice. Clerk to inform 
WCC highways.

· Response to Traffic Regulation order

It was agreed that a response should be sent confirming approval for the 40mph speed limit and also 
highlight other concerns.
15/177
Clerk’s Report:
Clock

· Mr Armitage has been to look at the clock and made some adjustment to the workings.  He stated that he had advised Mike Driver that the clock would need several small adjustments throughout the year because although the clock is automated due to the age and mechanism it will never be maintenance free.

FTD

· Reinvestments of £10k each for both 6 week and 3 month FTD’s have been made.

Lengthsman

· Maurice Parkinson has now completed the spraying course to allow him to spray weed killer under the Lengthsman scheme.

· Spring flowering bulbs have been planted in areas where the tubs had previously been situated.
30.

Defib cabinet 

· The paperwork and key for the cabinet has gone missing from the shop.  A replacement has been requested, confirmation is awaited.

Internal Auditor

· Iain Selkirk has confirmed that he will be undertaking internal audits again this year and will be forwarding letters shortly.

External Audit changes

· CALC has supplied details on the way forward with the new audit regime after the abolition of the Audit Regime.  It was suggested that Councils could arrange their own auditors but NALC in partnership with others including SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks) has set up a company to procure audit services on behalf of councils.  It has been approved by the Government and they have given a starter grant of £540k.  Offenham PC could if they wished opt out of this service but would miss out on the negotiating powers that a larger company could secure.  

Electoral Register 2015

· The new Electoral Register has been received by email showing that Offenham has 1191 people registered.

15/178
To receive correspondence

Circulated during meeting

15/179
To explore options for an Offenham Bridge.

The Chairman advised that there may be options available in pursuance of a bridge over the river.  She stated that there was some marketing information which would be available for the next meeting.  Defer to next meeting.

15/180
To consider adopting updated Standing Orders.

A copy of the proposed changes had been circulated to all members.  It was agreed to accept the format based on NALC recommendations.  Proposed AW Seconded JM

15/181
To consider adopting updated Financial Regulations

The clerk advised that this was work in progress and should be available for the next meeting.

15/182
To consider adoption of OPC Media Policy.

A policy had been produced after the Chairman had undertaken CALC training when it was recommended that such a policy should be in place.  It was agreed to approve the policy with immediate effect.  Proposed AW Seconded JM

15/183
To consider costs relating to new website 


It was agreed that no action was required but Lesley Hope had advised that it may be necessary to consider changing the current provider.  Although there had been recent issues with the website it would now appear to have been resolved.  There may be an annual fee of approximately £60 in the future but further information should be available at a later date.
15/184
Member & committee reports:

Report from Footpath Warden – None


Report updates on Rural Communities (if any) – In the absence of Cllr Young no report was available.


Neighbourhood Watch
 - No report but it was advised that the PACT meeting was taking place on the 14th December.


Parish Plan – The clerk advised that Colin Allen had hoped that there would be Parish Plan representation at the school Christmas event to obtain further questionnaire feedback.  Cllr Jervis confirmed that there had been a volunteer present. 


VHC – No report

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – No report

31.
15/185
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:

Current account 0649818
£      
35489.09

as at  17.11.2015

Deposit account 7277881
£  

   34570.24

as at  17.11.2015

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	78
	001239
	Royal British Legion
	20.00
	
	20.00

	79
	001240
	Offenham Wake Committee
	500.00
	
	500.00

	80
	001241
	GD Armitage (Clock & Belfry Work) Ltd
	156.00
	31.20
	187.20

	81
	001242
	Warwickshire College
	450.00
	
	450.00

	82
	001243
	HMRC
	372.00
	
	372.00

	83
	001244
	Diane Cox (reimbursement engraving on H/Basket Trophy - Tower Trophies)
	10.79
	2.16
	12.95

	84
	001245
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	264.00
	
	

	85
	
	
	375.00
	
	639.00

	86
	001246
	Diane Cox - Admin
	58.98
	7.49
	

	87
	
	
- Mileage
	22.50
	
	

	87
	
	
- Salary
	495.94
	
	584.91

	88
	001247
	Offenham Village Hall
	36.00
	
	36.00

	
	
	
	2761.21
	40.85
	2802.06


15/186
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:
W/15/02811/PP  5 Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Installation of external wall insulation to all elevations of the property in a neutral colour (white/cream/grey)

Response required prior to this meeting.

Withdrawn Applications:
W/15/02298/PP  14 Newtown, Offenham
Two storey extension to provide double garage with habitable space above.
Decisions: 
W/15/2148/PN  Westlands Nurseries

Multi span Poly tunnels - Approved
 
15/187
To advise items for consideration at next meeting.  
· To consider setting precept and approving final budget for 2016-17

15/188
To consider date & time of next meeting - Monday, 4th January 2015.


Meeting closed at 9:35 pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council
Open Forum

Keith Wright, District Councillor 
· Planning in Mill Lane, decision awaited.

· Cllr Adams had organised a meeting with a number of local councillors and WCC representatives to try to move forward with the roundabout on Elm Road/Offenham Road.  It was hoped that some agreement would be reached after Christmas with developers starting in the spring.

· HW Fire Auth has supplied advice on the use of lanterns for Christmas.

· WDC Enforcement had successfully prosecuted Allworks Properties in November.

· Good responses to the local community officers walking around the villages.
Report form Alastair Adams, Worcestershire County Councillor
· In addition to the WD Cllr report, the joint meeting with the Head of Strategic Infrastructure, WCC, is expected to have all major issues resolved by the end of January.
· Bidford Bridge reopened, multi agency review underway in Warwickshire and traffic survey including signage in Worcestershire to prevent problems with HGV’s using the bridge.

· Fatal accident on Offenham Road, new 40mph speed limit Traffic Regulation in consultation.

· New weight limit signage in Shinehill Lane, South Littleton will be in place in January

· PACT meeting 14th December at RBL, Offenham.
Correspondence
· CALC updates

· Periodicals, 
· Marketing material
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        Chairman’s initials………………


