

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 15 December 2015.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster




Mr P. Hawkins



Mrs A Jones




 

Mr G Jones 



Ms S Rouse

Mr S Seymour 



Mr K Suttill 

Ms H Thompson

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mr B Porter and Mr P Hawkins. 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Ken Suttill declared an interest in the item covering Rectory Wood as his son was tendering for the work.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24 NOVEMBER 2015

Having previously been circulated the minutes were approved by all. 

4.
2016/2017 PARISH PRECEPT

The Chairman explained the process for determining the tax base for the parish on which the precept is calculated.  MHDC had only provided estimated figures for the tax base 2016/17 in November and as a result the calculations used in the budget spreadsheet were incorrect. The vote taken on the 24th November was to accept the budget.  No formal vote was taken at this meeting on the level of precept and the Chairman accepted that mistakes had been made with procedures surrounding this.

The correct figures for the tax base are distributed by MHDC in December, this year they were sent to the Clerk on the 10th.  It is appropriate that the Parish Council in future set the precept at the December meeting.  It is recommended however that, due to the possibility of capping of precept increase levels by central government, any proposal relating to the precept level should recognise this.

Believing she had already voted on the budget and precept, and having taken advice, Sarah Rouse withdrew from the meeting at this point.

Stephen Seymour proposed that the precept should be set at the same level as 2015/16, that being £19,408, on the condition that the parish council call an extraordinary meeting if needs be, by result of government restrictions. Mr Jones seconded.

Hilary Thompson said she felt she had already voted on the precept at the last meeting and that the budget should be discussed separately.  There were projects at the Village Hall that could use some of the parish reserves and these should have been considered.  It was explained as no grant applications had been received from any parish organisation therefore such grants could not be considered in the budget setting process.

The proposal was put to the vote and was agreed by 7 votes in favour with one abstention.

5. REPLACEMENT OF PARISH NOTICE BOARDS

The Chairman explained that the parish notice boards were now approximately 30 years old and were showing signs of wear and tear.  Provisional estimate of replacement would be in the region of £4000. It was agreed that the parish council should seek quotes for their replacement to be considered at the next meeting.  

6.
PARISH WEBSITE

The chairman explained that the current parish website was difficult for the Clerk to maintain having being built by the previous webmaster on a free platform.  The appearance of the site is poor and it is slow to respond.    A redesign would cost approximate £1200.  It was agreed that the parish council should seek quotes for an upgrade to the site to be considered at the next meeting.  

7.
TO CONSIDER TENDERS FOR WORKS AT RECTORY WOOD


Ken Sutthill stated he would not participate in this item.

4 tenders had been received for the works at Rectory Wood.  The chairman presented the 4 bids and it was proposed by Peter Hawkins and seconded by Martin Gloster that the tender from Manor Estates, Bransford,  for £850 be accepted.  This was agreed unanimously.  Stephen Seymour will inform all those who tendered of the decision.

8.
FINANCE


Accounts passed for payment

BGS



VAS – November



£40.00

BGS



Lengthsman – November

           £219.00

J Sharp



Tree for Jubilee Garden



£29.99

Payment for the Clerk could not be presented as the position on her sick pay has to be verified.  The Chairman would undertake to do this. 

Balances

Current A/c







£32,084.00

Savings A/c
 






  £4,873.00

Projected expenditure through to March 2016



  £8,954.00

Projected balance (excluding new notice boards and website upgrade)      £28,003.00

9.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 26 January 2016, 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.

Meeting closed at 9:30 pm


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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