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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
18th January 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston(Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, B Jones, 





D Lewis, D Stanley, E A Taft, B R Woodhouse
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 





3 Members of the public.


Apologies:
 
  D Jennings, District Cllr Dean Clarke (accepted)
DRAFT


	05/16
Declarations of Interest
a. Register of Interests: There were none. 

b. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature:  There were none.
c. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the


agenda and their nature:  Members referred to previously agreed 


Dispensations on file.  

d. To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality: There 

were none.
e. To consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to 

Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011):  There were 

none.
06/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a. Full Parish Council, 7th December 2015 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. 

b. Extra-Ordinary Meeting, 12th January 2016 – if available.

None were available.

c. To discuss and motion to approve the publication of a summary of previous minutes in the Parish Newsletter (draft or approved minutes).  

Members approved this proposal. 
07/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to the


Minutes as an aide memoire.


There being no comments the meeting was re-opened.
08/16
To Receive the Report of the Police Officer.

No update had been received, though contact had been made with PSCO Vanessa Snape regarding future quarterly updates via email.
09/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove


CCllr Grove gave an update on budgeting at County Hall. It is probable that the County Council portion of council tax for 2016/17 will rise by 3.94% (including a 1.94% rise for Adult Services). For a Band D household this will equate to a rise of approx £40. Work is ongoing to find savings of £25 million year on year and an additional £11 million as a result of the Central Government Autumn Statement. CCllr Grove reported that flooding over Christmas was not as bad as it had been in the past. However County Hall works from the position that it is not acceptable that any house floods and are still looking at options. WCC Highways has sufficient grit supplies for this winter and can cover any eventuality – in part due to the mild December. CCllr Grove also reported on future road closures in Monkwood Green: C2068 Monkwood Green, Hallow from its junction with U64006 Monkwood Green to its junction with C2236 Wichenford in order to facilitate Severn Trent works.
10/16
To Receive the Report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 

DCllr Clarke had previously passed on his apologies.
11/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a. 15/000016CM - Proposed Materials Recycling Facility, Workshop Building & Ecological Restoration & Enhancement Areas, Church Farm Quarry, Grimley.
i. To further resolve upon the Parish Council response to the appeal, being dealt with by the Planning Inspectorate via written representations. 

Both the draft Parish Council response and the Grimley Action Group’s response had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting. Robin Humphreys, representing the Action Group, reported that the Group were working hard on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked the Parish Council for supporting and financing this response to the Appeal and recommended that the Parish Councillors formally adopt the report. Members noted that both reports read very well and asked that their sincere thanks be passed on to the Action Group. Members universally agreed to adopt the RCA response to the Appeal and also provided delegated powers for Sian, RCA to submit the reply on behalf of the Parish Council.
ii. To further discuss and resolve on costs and expenses, including hiring consultants to assist with the Parish Council / Grimley Action Group response to this appeal, to a maximum of £1500.
It was confirmed that RCA Consultants have capped their fees at £1000.00 + VAT.
b. 15/01543/OUT - 76 dwellings, Moseley Road, Hallow. Deadline: 11th December via requested extension. Officer: Simon Jones.

i. To consider this application for comment to MHDC, in light of the comments already made by Hallow Parish Council.

Discussion focused on the need for Hallow School to be extended and for infrastructure to be improved before any future housing developments take place. The Clerk was instructed to reiterate all of the points made by Hallow Parish Council in its response and to place emphasis on the need for additional school places, particularly in light of additional developments at Martley and Broadheath.

c. 15/01296/S73 - Variation of Condition 22 of planning permission 09/00901/FUL to allow the retention of Agricultural building (Building 1). Holywards Farm Moseley Road Hallow. Planning officer - Anna Priestley.

i. To discuss and for Members to report on the outcome of the District Council decision (Refusal) on6th January.

Members instructed the Clerk to enquire regarding time limits for removal of this building.

d. 15/01033/FUL - Installation of Standalone PV Modules (6.97MW) and associated infrastructure, Land at Green Farm and Bush Farm, Monkwood Green. 

i. To discuss any further developments, if any, since refusal of planning permission by MHDC. No developments had taken place at time of publication.

Members had no comments to make.

e. 15/01680/HOU – Extension to rear of The Beeches, Grimley, Worcestershire, WR2 6LU. Deadline: 29th January. Planning Officer - Joanne Cooper

i. To consider this application for comment to MHDC

Members had no comments to make.

12/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Management of the SSSI. Consideration as to ongoing and annual maintenance requirements in light of recent rytec project. Including Maintenance and clearance of the pond on Monkwood SSSI to mitigate against future flooding.

i. To receive a progress report from the Clerk.

The Clerk reported that she is liaising with Western Power to ensure that the vegetation under the power lines on the SSSI is cut back and is awaiting information from them to specify exactly what can be removed and whether they, or their contractors Glendale, have applied to Natural England for consent for the work. The Clerk is also liaising with the Duckworth Trust to investigate potential clearance work for the ponds on the Common.
ii. To discuss suggestions received from Worcestershire Wildlife.

The following maintenance issues were identified: Clearance of encroaching scrub; establishing an appropriate grazing and cutting regime; grazing scheme must allow for the hay crop to grow in the summer; installation of an electric/sonic fencing system, and; ditch and pond clearance with connecting drainage systems.

A member of the public offered two highland cattle for grazing on the SSSI. This offers was much appreciated by Members, who instructed the Clerk to approach Natural England for further advice on the restrictions and requirements for grazing the SSSI. 
Monkwood residents Chris Betts and Richard Weaver kindly agreed to draft a robust, timetabled, ecologically sound Management Plan for the SSSI, which would replace the existing, out of date and inadequate plan. The Plan is to ideally propose as low a cost for maintenance as possible, will construe to preserve the petty whin and other rare plants where possible, but also allow regular grazing of both non-SSSI and SSSI. The Clerk was instructed to facilitate this work. 

Natural England is to be invited to attend the next parish council meeting on 22nd February to approve the Management Plan, approve cattle grazing the SSSI and in order that they might be requested to assist in obtaining funding for a peripheral, underground, sonic wire fence. It was suggested that the Plan also be submitted for approval to DEFRA. 
b. Management of Non SSSI – requirement for a new contractor to cut and bail.
i. To receive a progress report from the Clerk.
The Clerk had drafted a specification to send out to contractors for quotations. Members advised that this work be halted until the above Management Plan had been formalised.
13/16
Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Overgrown reeds in the pond at Sinton Green, liable to cause flooding – to receive a progress report and to discuss ongoing management.
Cllr Woodhouse reported that he is liaising with a local resident regarding maintenance of the pond. The Clerk reported that in light of this work, the letter requested by Members at the previous parish council meeting had not been sent.
14/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. To revisit and discuss dog waste bins in Grimley village and whether additional facilities are required.

The Clerk reported that MHDC have been emailed requesting that they provide a litter bin and dog waste bin combined and take on responsibility to empty it. A suggested location was by the notice board in Grimley village. The Clerk was instructed to look at the costs involved.
15/16
Parish wide facilities and events -To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

Chantry school increase in admission number - To discuss and resolve upon a response to this consultation. 

Correspondence had been received from Chantry School, Martley informing of their intention to increase planned admission numbers by 2018 from 145 to 180. If successful, subject to approved building works etc, then the pupil numbers would reach 900 in 2018. Members had no comment to make, other than that 180 would probably not be enough in light of the current drive to build housing.

a. Parish wide litter picking event in combination with the ‘Clean for the Queen’ national initiative. [Preliminary dates of A) PM Friday 4th March in Grimley Village and local rights of way. B) 10am -12noon, Saturday 5th March in wider parish].

i. To receive a progress report from Clerk.
Grimley Primary School will take part in a Grimley Village litter pick on 4th March in the afternoon. The school is to apply for the bags from the Clean for the Queen scheme. A preliminary route has been suggested for the children. Members advised that this route not include any footpaths along the river, as the routes are still very flooded.  Road signs must be in place to advise approaching vehicles of the children. Cllrs Weston, Taft & Jennings volunteered to be present at this event.

A wider parish litter pick is to be rescheduled from 5th March to later in the year, closer to the Queen’s Birthday celebrations. Equipment is to be borrowed from MHDC. It is to be investigated whether an A-board can be borrowed from Hallow PC. This event is to be advertised in the parish magazine and via fliers. 

ii. To receive a progress report from Cllr Stanley, with regard to his liaison with WCC/MHDC and to debate and resolve upon his suggestions where necessary.
Cllr Stanley spoke of DEFRA’s lack of initiative on tackling litter and on the supermarket’s reluctance to re-instate deposit systems for items such as glass bottles. He had drafted a letter asking DEFRA to do it’s bit for the Clean for the Queen initiative by putting in place a deposit and return system for cans and bottles. Members were universally in support of this action and requested that the Clerk send the letter to MHDC.
16/16
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

Members noted that the manhole cover at Monkwood Green has been repaired.

a. To discuss ongoing flooding problems in the Parish.

It was noted that the causeway by Retreat Farm is flooded and impassable. The footpath needs to be reinstated as a much higher level. Cllr Weston reported that Nick Atkins, Tarmac is monitoring the situation and that relevant information had been forwarded to Phil Grove and Mark Bishop.

b. Two inadequate/broken stiles on the southern causeway and next to the old barn (opposite The Retreat), Camp lane – to receive a progress report.

The Clerk reported that the stile on the causeway (both ends) has now been replaced with gates by Tarmac. The broken stile next to the old barn is still awaiting repair by WCC. The finger post that was put in points to Hallow and not to the footpath itself. The Clerk is liaising with Philip Coulson at WCC with regard to the stile at old barn, who reported that it is more likely that the stile will simply be repaired rather than replaced with a gate.
c. Fallen vegetation on the parish footpaths and rights of way. 

i. To note that the obstruction to the footpath at the end of camp lane has been reported to WCC for clearance. 

Members were requested to keep an eye on this to see when it is removed.
ii. To report any other obstructions to rights of way/fallen vegetation in need of clearance.

Dark Lane’s hedges continues to be overgrown on the left hand side approaching Sinton Green, from the cross roads to the Peace Hall. The bush belonging to Sinton Court, opposite Sinton Cottages continues to obstruct the school bus. The hedge (from entrance towards Hallow) at Windy Ridge and Cornerways is overgrown and needs cutting back, since it is posing an obstruction to pedestrians. The Clerk was instructed to write to all owners regarding these issues.
d. Points raised by Grimley Village residents over the Christmas period – to resolve on repair/mitigating/reporting actions relating to the following:

i.     Hole in tarmac on footpath on the main road between Thorngrove entrance and the Coalyard entrance, with soil underneath being washing away.

To be reported to WCC.

ii. Remaining potholes in Camp Lane to the lock.

To be reported to WCC.

iii. Persistent flooding outside the old post office, Grimley village.

Cllr Woodhouse reminded Members that John Harper intends to reinstate the ditch behind the hedge. Once this is done, Severn Trent can then be asked to clear out the drains.

iv. Overgrown hedge outside property on Grimley village main road is encroaching over the pavement.

Previously discussed by Members.

v. Snapped off footpath fingerpost opposite Cross Hands Cottages.

The Clerk reported that this has been submitted to the Worcestershire Hub for repair.

e. Reports of unreliable Diamond bus service.

The Clerk reported that she has contacted bus company who said that without specific reports of times and dates they are unable to establish why a bus would not arrive. They know of no reason why this bus would be delayed or cancelled in the recent past months. They have reminded their drivers to ensure that they stick to the timetable and required route. The missing Grimley bus stop (hut) timetable has also been reported.

17/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Peace Hall Management Committee.

There was nothing to report.

b. Pencroft Quarry Liaison Committee.
There was nothing to report.

c. Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party.

There was nothing to report.

18/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a. Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

There was nothing to report.

b. To note correspondence received from WCC reminding Parish Councils to clear grips and gully gratings .
Duly noted by Members.
19/16   General Finance.

a. To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule, with exception of the payments for Charlie Farmer. The Clerk was instructed to investigate the correct dates on the invoices.
b. To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members noted and accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment.
c. To receive and motion to accept the Quarter 3 financial report.

Members noted and accepted the previously circulated Q3 financial report without comment.
d. To discuss suggestions/alterations to the budget for 2016, including a motion to approve raising the parish council precept by a maximum of 5% for 2016 (that portion of the household council tax that is allocated to the Parish Council by Malvern Hills District Council).

Much discussion had taken place in previous meetings as to likely costs and donations in 2016/17. It was agreed that Monkwood Green Management would be a significant expenditure for the forthcoming year and that it was also prudent to plan for a number of major planning application appeals. Members unanimously voted and approved a 5% overall precept rise and requested that parishioners be informed as to how much this equates to in £.

e. To note the reclaim of VAT from HMRC for £95.91 for the 2014/2015 financial year.

Members noted this with approval.

f. To note the invoices from Charlie Farmer for mowing of Sinton Green in 2012, with no explanation as to the reason for delay in providing required paperwork.

The Clerk was instructed to investigate the correct dates on the invoices before putting the payments before council at a future meeting.
20/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a. Preparations for Her Majesty The Queen's 90th Birthday, detailing the forthcoming Worcestershire County Council 'How To' information pack encouraging parish involvement in national celebrations.

b. To note the receipt of the 2016 Register of Electors for Grimley Parish. 

21/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

· The deteriorating state of the roadways on Monkwood Green – to be added to March agenda.
22/16     Dates for diary.




   There were none.

23/16 
Date of Next Scheduled Meeting.

22nd February 2015, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 
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Monkwood
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Clerk



	Charlie Farmer

PAYMENT DELAYED
	Sinton Green mowing for 2012 at £75 per mowing x 15. Invoice number 2011/642.1
	1125.00
	VAT nil

	Charlie Farmer

PAYMENT DELAYED
	Sinton Green mowing for 2012 at £75 per mowing x 15. Invoice number 2012/684.1
	150.00
	VAT nil

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages (£336.86) & 1 months expenses (£43.47)
	£380.33
	VAT nil


Chair     ...........................
(22nd February 2016)

