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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
22nd February 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston(Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, B Jones, 





D Stanley, E A Taft, B R Woodhouse
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




District Cllr Dean Clarke, 4 Members of the public.


Apologies:
 
  D Jennings, D Lewis (accepted)
DRAFT


	24/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests: To note any updates received and to prompt Members with outstanding Register of Interests for the year 2016
Cllrs Taft, Jennings, Jones & Woodhouse were requested to complete update-to-date Register of Interests.
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
25/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, 18th January 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
b. 

Extra-ordinary meeting, 12th January 2016

Duly approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
26/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to 
the Minutes as an aide memoire.

There being no comments the meeting was re-opened.
27/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

No report was available
28/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove had previously passed on his apologies. Dates for a careers fair in Worcester had been passed round to Members.
29/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
Cllr Clarke gave his apologies for late arrival due to and was able to provide some clarification on points of procedure. He later reported on progress with the SWDP, in particular that the following dates are crucial for the planned adoption of this policy document: 23rd February 2016 for Worcester City Council and Malvern Hills District Council; 24th February for Wychavon District Council. www.swdevelopmentplan.org  contact@swdevelopmentplan.org
30/16
Monkwood Green
a.
Management of the SSSI. To develop a management plan.
Members passed their sincere thanks to residents Chris Betts & Richard Weaver for drafting the Management Plan. Francis Flanagan, representative of Natural England, also considered this to be a comprehensive plan. Francis noted that if the condition of the SSSI was assessed today, it would be assessed as unfavourable (looking at the health of key indicator species).
Natural England had the following input:

· They would support work to get native, grazing animals back on site alongside scheduled hay cutting. (Only 10% of area can be enclosed at a time with an electric fence, for which permission would need to be sought from Secretary of State).
· They are in a position to offer a management agreement over a period of 5 or 10 years. This would include NE paying for management of site and scrub clearance in return for revenues from hay cutting and collecting. (It was estimated that 8 hectares of land would bring in £2000 from hay over the period) and with the agreement that only native cattle grazing would occur on site.

NE suggested three options for the site:

1. Cut & collect hay, no grazing.

2. Cut & collect hay, with 6-8 native cattle grazing on site.  Initially livestock would be enclosed via electric fencing (10% enclosure rule would apply), but the long term aim (3 -5 years) of this option would be to install a system of three cattle grids and associated fencing. Funding for this would be ideally obtained via NE through a Stewardship Scheme. Permission would need to be sought from Secretary of State (via NE) and partners (County Council for example). A public enquiry would be required before permission could be granted for a cattle grid, since these are a barrier to access. (Members noted that objections in the past to cattle grids were due to noise, but technology has improved and so this is no longer a concern). This is the option preferred by Natural England.
3. Cut & collect hay, with 6-8 native cattle grazing on site with cattle enclosed via invisible fencing. This technology runs on a caravan battery and would not be a barrier to access and so an application would not need to be made to the Secretary of State. The cost of the equipment would need to be meet by the Parish Council, with partial funding via NE and the Stewardship Scheme. 

Other points raised during discussion:

· Other sources of funding could be accessed and bid for by the Parish Council, including Lottery Funding and Leader Funding.

· A mobile corral/cattle crush would be required, or robust contractual agreements in place to ensure that famers could provide their own equipment in this respect.
· Farmers would not want their stock mixing with others.

· Grazing would potentially be from July onwards, with a brief early graze after winter.

· Debate as to whether specific sections should be set aside for mowing only and grazing only. (E.g. Mow flatter areas and graze anthill areas) NE advocated a more mixed approach with a graze on areas after mowing – but this is less cost effective.

Members agreed that the preferred long term option is Option 2 with cattle grids. Members would like the process for applying for cattle grids to be investigated and agreed that the best short term option would be sonic/invisible fencing. Members agreed that before committing to spending large amounts of money, a public consultation and specifically a public meeting, asking residents for their opinions and to state the option that the Parish Council prefers. A flier is to be prepared by Richard Weaver asking residents what they would like to see happen. Richard and Chris are to approach the Parish Council with a date for the consultation. Francis Flanagan agreed to attend the consultation event. Natural England agreed to put their offer/options in writing to the Parish Council. The Clerk is to request an extended grazing period from Natural England.
31/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To discuss quotations for a combined litter and dog waste bin for Grimley village.

Simon Skeys had quoted £65 to install the bin, including concreting it in. The price of bins ranged from £180 to £300 plus, plus VAT. Members queried whether a bin will stop the litter issue, since the majority of litter is dropped by people in cars. The suggested location by the notice board was not considered by Members to be a convenient location for depositing litter. Members agreed to proceed with obtaining free “pick up litter” signs from MHDC, to put a notice in the parish magazine asking people pick up their litter and to monitor the situation until the end of summer 2016.
b.
To discuss quotations for wheelie bin 20mph speed sign stickers for residents in Grimley village. 

The quotation that had previously been received for a pack of six 20mph stickers (self-adhesive vinyl using fade resistant ink, size: 220 x 300mm) was £8.95. Although some local residents had expressed a keenness that these be provided, Members felt that the number of houses within the 20 MPH zone is so few and the fact that wheelie bins are only out one day a week, would result in this scheme not being effective or cost-effective.

32/16
Parish wide facilities and events -To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Parish wide litter picking event in combination with the ‘Clean for the Queen’ national initiative. 1.30pm Friday 4th March in Grimley Village and local rights of way. 

The Clerk reported that she had obtained 20 pickers, sets of gloves and some tabards from MHDC, that DCllr Dean Clarke intends to take part, that equipment must be returned by 3.15pm and that attendees have to sign an indemnity form.
b.
Tackling DEFRA's lack of initiative on litter and waste. To receive a progress report from Cllr Stanley and the Clerk and to discuss next steps.

The Clerk reported that the PC letter has been sent to MHDC, District Cllrs, our County Cllr, DEFRA and will be sent to our MP later this week. WORCS CALC and MHDC Parish Conference have been approached to ask if this can go on their agendas. WORCS CALC are also going to distribute the letter alongside their quarterly update. 

33/16
Representation of the Parish Council.
a.
Nominations for future Chairperson from 1st April 2016 onwards.
No nominations were forthcoming and the Clerk was instructed to approach WORCS CALC with advice as to a monthly rolling Chair.
34/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

There was nothing to report.

c.

Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party.

There was nothing to report.

35/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
The Clerk reported that Simon Skeys will mow Sinton Green Common asap to catch up on the November 2015 mow that he was unable to complete due to frost and rain. Simon has also offered to meet with the relevant utility companies to talk them through the problems with the drains in Grimley Village, now that ditch has been reinstated by Mr Harper behind the hedge, main road in the village.

36/16     General Finance.

a.
To discuss the invoices from Charlie Farmer for mowing of Sinton Green in 2012

The Clerk showed Members correspondence from the previous Clerk which appeared to tally up with the amounts requested on the two invoices from Mr Farmer. However, due to lack of evidence that this work had ever been carried out, Members instructed the Clerk to delay payment of these two invoices and asked the Clerk to contact Mr Farmer to advise him of this.

b.
To note and approve payment of the CPRE annual subscription. (£36.00 is the amount suggested by CPRE as the annual fee).
Members approved payment of £36.00.
c.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved payment of accounts as per presented schedule.
d.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment and it was duly signed by the Chair.
37/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
Members noted that residents have again been complaining of the hedges by the New Inn, Sinton Green and instructed the Clerk to refer this issue to Highways and MHDC enforcement as appropriate.

b.

Members noted that the hole by the telephone box on Monkwood Green still has not been repaired and asked the Clerk to provide an update on this.

c.

Members noted the extreme depth (28ft) of the new lake in the Sacred Field in Grimley Village and noted that in-spite of residential concerns, Tarmac considers the existing two life-belts to be an appropriate measure for public protection. The Clerk is to mention this to CCllr Grove to see if he can have input in relation to this.

38/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

· CPRA Field Work Magazine, Winter 2015

· Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine, January 2016, Issue 103.

· Glasdon Street Furniture Brochure (Bins, benches, signs).

· Alterations to the Electoral Register January 2016
39/16     Dates for diary.

    a.
Litter Pick - 1.30pm,  Friday 4th March in Grimley Village and immediate local rights of way. 

   b.

Malvern Hills Parish Conference – Monday 18th April 2016. 6.00pm to 8.30pm Venue: Malvern Hills District Council Chamber.  
It was noted that this clashes with the Parish Council meeting on the same evening. Cllr Stanley has agreed to attend the Parish Conference to discuss the DEFRA litter correspondence and is willing for the Parish Council meeting to go ahead as originally scheduled on the same day. The Parish Council meeting will therefore NOT be re-scheduled.

40/16     Confidential 

In view of the confidential nature of the business the public were excluded pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
 41/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

21st March 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 

Charlie Farmer

Sinton Green mowing for 2012 at £75 per mowing x 15. Invoice: 2011/642.1

1125.00

VAT nil

Charlie Farmer

Sinton Green mowing for 2012 at £75 per mowing x 15. Invoice: 2012/684.1

2 x Invoices to be queried.

150.00

VAT nil

RCA Regeneration.

Objection to Church Farm Quarry appeal on behalf of Grimley Parish Council.  Invoice: 991

£600.00

Including 

VAT £100

Melanie Weston (Chair)

Chairperson’s allowance (including one quarter allowance backdated)

£50.00

VAT nil

Worcs CALC

Cllr training (Cllr Weston). Invoice 815

£25.00

£5.00 VAT

Worcs CALC

Cllr training. (Cllr Taft). Invoice 785.

£25.00

£5.00 VAT

Worcs CALC

Cllr training. (Cllr Taft. Invoice 798.

£25.00

£5.00 VAT

CPRE
Annual Subscription.

£36.00

VAT nil

Malvern Hills District Council 

Grit bin purchase, delivery, installation. Invoice sent back due to irregularities
£150.00

VAT nil

Simon Skeys

Simon Skeys Grimley Village Notice board laying of slabs

£100.00
VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Clerk wages (£336.86) & 1 months expenses (£67.88)

£404.74

VAT nil


	Clerk

Clerk 

& residents

Residents

Natural 

England

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

CCllr Grove




Chair     ...........................
(21st March 2016)

