	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 18th January  2016 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor C Grainger
                Councillor Mrs. L. Green

                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mrs. C Gammond               
	Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mr. J. Gammond
0 members of the public were present.
PCSO S. Thomas in attendance 
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)  

	1.
	Police Report
A general discussion took place.
A number of sheds had been broken into on the west side of the river.  
NFU would mark tractors and other agricultural equipment for free.
Burglary victims can now get Smartwater free under victim support.  Smartwater is now not available at discounted rate through neighbourhood watch.  Cleobury Mortimer are now a “Smartwater and We don’t buy Crime Village ” since the parish council provided each household with Smartwater.  Clerk to find information about this, including cost from Rural Crime Team.
Fly tipping was discussed, and it was noted that traders cannot take vans into the local tips sites, and often have to budget for a skip for every job they do.  Hence flytipping becomes a cheap dodge to get rid of rubbish.  CCTV to catch flytippers was again discussed.  
Traders cannot take a van in.  have to have a skip for every job.  
Cameras can be supplied for fly tipping putting together but cannot cover any public areas.
Hare coursing was reported as happening in the Shatterford area.

The police advised that they could supply specially reporting ‘pads’ for wildlife crime incident reports. 

Phone numbers - 101 phone number is not free (premium rate)   0300 333 3000 still connects and can be used, and obviously 999 for urgent incidents.  


	2
	Public Open Forum  - 
No members of the public present.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence:   Received and approved from Cllr. R. Jennings.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mr. J. Gammond, Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond declared an interest re the Village Hall, being committee member.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchyard Grant.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th January  2015 were approved and signed after some minor amendments.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising..

· Very little fly tipping had been reported during the month
· The 297 bus, which had not been servicing the village due to the Severn Trent roadworks was now running again. 
· Speed measurement wires in Trimpley have now been put down.
· Slippery road surface outside Wild Woods - discussed again following further complaints.  Cllr. J. Gammond asked that since the County Council would not do anything about this – which amounted to a road section of no more than 20-30 metres - then could the parish fund this themselves.  Cllr. Yarranton would ask this question of the highway engineers.
· Batteries AV signs – Cllr. Phillips investigating the length of charge time and whether the charger was still effective. 

· Road between Low Habberley and traffic island – silt etc. still making drain liable to block.  Lengthsman to attend, and also Cllr, Yarranton would ask the District Council to send roadsweeper.  Also top of Crundalls Lane requires roadsweeping 

	
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
15/601 – Siting of Temporary caravan whilst barn is being converted for 24 months at Land Adjoining Sandy Lane Farm, Kidderminster.
Approved
15/0662 - : Replacement dwelling at WOODLAND, HILL FARM, NORTHWOOD LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121AT.
Awaiting decision
15/0681 - : Retention of Actiflow Pilot Plant and associated infrastructure for a period of two years at SEVERN TRENT WATER TREATMENT PLAN, 1 EYMORE GREEN, TRIMPLEY, BEWDLEY, DY121PL
Awaiting decision

b) New Planning Applications
16/0004 – Change of use – Sandy Lane Livery & Stables to dog training and dog day-care units.

Comment: We would recommend approval to the change of use if, as stated, there is definitely shown to be no increase in traffic. 
16/0012 – Red Ridge, Sandy Lane – side extension to bungalow

Comment: No objection to the proposal and Recommend Approval
c) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
Easter Cottage -   Clerk to report this matter to Enforcement.
Crundalls Cottage – with the appeal having been dismissed, it was unknown what the next action was likely to be.  Clerk to ask for an update.

	8.
	Progress Reports on other Outstanding Items

BT Cover – Mary Moors – It was believed that this had been repaired, but Councillor Phillips reported that the cover was off the base.  Clerk to report again. 

New Noticeboards – Received and erected.

Parrots Feather not in great evidence in the Marsh

Trimpley Village sign – to be put back up on the Habberley Lane.  Clerk was asked if they could be included onto the insurance when renewal was implemented, as the village signs would be expensive to replace.
Severn Trent work – Shatterford Road, Trimpley – a survey had been issued asking for local feedback on how the recent work involving the road closure had been conducted.  On the whole, local peopled had been pleased with the work done.  However, one frontager had a complaint about work outside his house (Little Gains)in that he had not been fully informed as to the way to approach the property, and as this had changed during the day, he found himself with a long detour back around lanes to gain access. One further complaint was that, as the work had finished earlier than expected, the bus company had not been informed to resume its usual route through the village.  
Power Cuts – there had been a spate of power cuts recently in the area – one of 20 hours at Grey Green.  As these did not seem to be weather related, Clerk was instructed to write to ask if aging infrastructure was to blame for this.H

	9.
	Localism - Litter Picking – Archers to be asked to litter pick on the road across the green in Trimpley village. 

	10.
	Lengthsman – 
Spraying training for lengthsmen –  Clerk was awaiting costs.
Other work – Cllr Phillips to ask lengthsman to cut some grips either side of the footpath opposite Bite Farm, and also to cut a grip by the electricity site in Crundalls Lane.

	11.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £56.40
M Woodward – Noticeboards x 2 - £1200

S Archer - Underpayment on P3 Footpath Work - £30

E. Whitehouse – Reimbursement re Wheelie Bin Stickers – Road speed - £43.50

S. Archer – Lengthsman’s work - £305

b) Precept / Budget Planning
It was proposed (Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond) and seconded (Cllr. Mrs. L. Green) and it was unanimously agreed that there should be a 5% increase in the parish precept.  This would mean a precept of £8897.70, a shortfall grant of £36.79, and therefore a total of £8934.49.  Clerk had tabled information on how the shortfall grant was calculated, which seemed unfair, and clerk would advise this perception on shortfall funding calculation to the District Council Finance dept.
c) Clerk would follow up on the grant for Transparency Code preparation.

	12.

	CALC & Other Correspondence
a) Worcestershire Parish Conference – at County Hall – 24th February – 6.30pm with useful information market place outside the Chamber at 5.30p.m.
b) Worcestershire County Council – Flood Risk Strategy  - views sought before strategy is adopted.  Comments to be e-mailed to LFRMSconsultation@worcestershire.gov.uk before  29th February.
c) Queen’s 90th Birthday – Various initiatives – Clean for the Queen between January – April with a countrywide Clear-up Friday 4th – Sunday 6th March 2016
Packs available if you wish to organise an event then.

Sunday 12th June  in the Mall – Patron’s Lunch Street Party.  Communities around the country encouraged to host their own parties, in celebration of community, and as a tangible platform for charitable fundraising
Beacons – on 21st April – across the country.  Clerk has had details and would share these with Cllrs. J. Gammond and C Grainger.

d) Wyre Forest CALC Meetings

Concern had been expressed about attendance at meetings.  

e) CALC Subs – set at 47.4p per elector + 6.6p per elector for NALC affiliation fee.

f) Worcestershire Town and Parish Council Budget Consultation – 21st Jan at 6.30 in the Town Hall – Survey on the Act Local site – www.actlocalworcestershire.org/actlocal/info
‘Tell us what you think’ on the survey open until 27th January
g) Wyre Forest Spending Proposals – devolving services to parishes.  Survey can be taken on www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/budgetconsultation   Closes on 21st Jan. 5pm

h) Kidderminster Hub – poor and unhelpful service had been received recently by a local elderly lady trying to re-apply for a blue badge.  Details were tabled by Cllr J Gammond.  Cllr. G. Yarranton would take this matter up with the Hub.

	13.
	Other Matters
Electoral Polling Station

A discussion again took place on the removal of certain parishioners in the Northwood Lane area to vote at Wribbenhall instead of Shatterford, following the closure of Trimpley as a polling station.  This was welcomed by the parishioners in that area of the Parish, but the Clerk had raised with the District the following possible disadvantages to the parish as a whole:-
a) This parish had no polling station within its own boundaries

b) This means that at elections, the parish may face two costs for polling stations and staff 
Councillor Yarranton advised that should this parish face a bye-election, then the District Council would only open Trimpley again, instead of both Shatterford and Bewdley, and he had been given an assurance of this by Cllr Marcus Hart.


	14.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  15th February7.45p.m.

Cllr. J. Gammond gave his apologies in advance.

Meeting closed at 10.15p.m.
Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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