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HILL & MOOR PARISH COUNCL    

Clerk: Mrs Jo Adams
Email: hillandmoor@yahoo.co.uk
Tel/text: 07795 608892
Hill & Moor Parish Council

Clerk:  Mrs Jo Adams
   
Address: 43A High Street, Pershore, WR10 1EU     
    Email:  hillandmoor@yahoo.co.uk
  
Landline: 01386 554305          
Tel/ Text/ WhatsApp: 07795 608892

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held in Lower Moor Village Hall on
Thursday 3rd March 2016 at 7pm
Present
Cllrs M. Yarnold (Acting Chair), P. Hartley, P. Jeanes, A. Jeanes, D. Saunders and T. Betteridge
Also present: 
J. Adams, Clerk; Cllr L. Tucker, District and County Councillor; 1 member of the public
1. Apologies: Apologies had been received from Cllr J. Bell.

2. Declarations of Interest: There were none. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time 

Notes can be found at the end of these minutes.    
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Minutes: It was agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of the 4th February 2016 were a true and accurate record.

4. District and County Councillors reports
Cllr Tucker reported that budgets had now been set by the District and County Councils. Wychavon had adopted the South Worcestershire Development Plan. She had attended the recent briefing on the Traveller and Travelling Showpeople site allocations. 

First buses, who operate the bus service that serves Lower Moor, had intentions to amend the route so that it would terminate at Lower Moor and no longer continue on to Evesham. Cllr Tucker would find out more in due course. She reported that the barriers on the bridge at Wyre would be replaced again but that vandalism continued to be a problem. 

5. Progress reports





a) Playing Field: The lengthsman had submitted a quote to cut the hedge at the edge of the playing field. As this was not greatly different to a previous quote received it was resolved to accept the quotation.  
b) Play area: The area used for the bonfire would be reseeded in the near future. Cllrs Yarnold and A. Jeanes would action. 

c) Mowing: Would be discussed later in the agenda. Cllr Yarnold agreed to take over the liaison with Sandfields following Cllr Bell’s intended resignation after the Annual Meeting.
Cllr Hartley would look into getting the pitch rolled.
d) PACT News: Cllrs Jeanes would not be available to attend the 30th March meeting so Cllr Yarnold would check his diary. Cllr P. Jeanes reported that advisory notes could be stuck onto car windscreens asking motorists to park with consideration although no fines could be issued.  



e) Flood / Drainage: Cllr Tucker had asked Wychavon if a letter could be written to the Parish Council setting out the current position on the catchment survey. Cllr Tucker had requested that unallocated funds set aside some time ago for bids from parishes be reclaimed and used for these kind of projects that currently lacked funding. 




f) Footpaths: Cllr Yarnold noted the lack of fencing between the new development off Blacksmiths Lane and the public right of way alongside it. He would make enquiries of the County Council.


g) Village Hall:  Cllr A. Jeanes reported that computing courses would be run in the Village Hall. It was the committee’s intention to install a hearing loop. 


h) Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report. The Councillors briefly discussed investigating current Neighbourhood Watch initiatives.  

i) Landfill Site:  The next meeting would be in the 14th March. Cllr Betteridge would attend. 

j) Lengthsman: The contract for 2016/17 had been drawn up. 
k) New Homes Bonus: It was suggested that the newsletter contain a list of potential items and parishioners be invited to comment. Cllr Yarnold would look at the notice board and identify a suitable size for a replacement. 
l) Hill & Moor Facebook page: Cllr P. Jeanes was waiting for the ability to edit the Facebook page although he had been able to post to it. 
m) Newsletter: In progress. There was still a possibility of sharing with the Village Hall but the formats of the two newsletters was somewhat different and the Village Hall committee were keen to publish imminently. 
6. Planning
a) New planning applications: There were none. 
b) Wychavon District Council Decisions:  

W/16/00142/PP
Well Cottage, May Tree Road, Lower Moor
W/16/00143/LB
Proposal: Proposed first floor extension and replacement windows
to rear elevation - resubmission of W/15/00128/PP
Decision: Approved
c) Planning Correspondence and Information: There was none. 
7. To discuss mapping software  
Cllr P. Jeanes had investigated Public Sector Mapping software from Ordnance Survey which was available free of charge for local councils. This worked in conjunction with Parish Online, which was available on subscription. It would be possible to add the Council’s assets to the maps and mark up locations of bus shelters, grass areas and the like. The Council resolved to subscribe to Parish Online and Cllr P. Jeanes would run a training session for Councillors. 
8. To discuss a request from Pershore Football Club
Pershore Football Club had requested the use of the playing field for a small number of games in the spring and had also enquired as to a longer term arrangement for next season. The Council decided that it would give permission as long as the current hirers of the field were not in the need of the field for the dates requested. With regard to the new season, again priority would be given to the current hirers but if the two teams could successfully share the field (and the line-marking costs), the Council had no objection. 
9. To discuss potential Section 106 projects

The possibility of a running track around the perimeter of the field was discussed and potential projects would be revisited after publication of the newsletter. 
10. To discuss the options for mowing the playing field 

As the Council’s mower had been deemed uneconomical to repair, Cllr P. Jeanes had been investigating ways that the Council could continue to mow the playing field while balancing the initial cost of a new mower and any ongoing maintenance and repair costs. He suggested a separate flail cutter which could be towed by a standard tractor (or even the existing mower as the engine still worked). A flail cutter would be better for uneven ground but would have a higher upfront cost. Cllrs P. Jeanes and Yarnold agreed to further consider the options and to seek advice on suitable equipment. 
11. To discuss the renewal of the grass cutting contract

Two quotations had been received. It was resolved to renew the contract for three years with the current contractor. 
12.   Finance: To report on the financial situation of the Parish Council and to approve cheques for payment.
Cheques for approval

J. Adams

Salary Feb ’16



213.91

T. Hodges

Lengthsman Dec ’15 – Feb ’16
308.00


J. Adams

Allowances: Phone + Computer
17.50

Balances at 3/3/2016

Current account balance
£12,153.97

Savings account balance
£10,014.59
(£10,000 Flood Alleviation)

Total cash assets

£22,168.59

The Council resolved to approve the cheques for payment. 

13. Correspondence for Information: Information had been received on free trees that were available from the Woodland Trust to Community Groups and Parish Councils. Councillors would consider if there were any suitable locations where trees could be planted. Further information and many replacement bills had been received from Npower regarding the billing fault. 

14. Clerk’s report: The Clerk reported that the Village Hall would not be available on the 5th May due to its use that day as a polling station. This would otherwise have been the date of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. The Council decided that, subject to the Village Hall being available, the Annual Parish Meeting would take place on the 28th April and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on the 12th May. 

It was also reported that the barriers at Badgers Hill had been knocked again since the recent repair. Cllr Tucker suggested a meeting between herself, Highways and a Parish Council representative at the site to discuss the problem. 

15. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda: The mapping workshop would be scheduled in the near future; for the next agenda, items for discussion would include the Annual Meeting and the mower.

16. Date of next meeting:   Thursday 7th April 2016

The meeting was closed at 9.15pm.

Public Questions

There were none. A parishioner noted that the unit at the new caravan site was still situated in the incorrect place and Cllr Tucker confirmed that no planning amendment had been lodged.
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