	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 15th February  2016 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor C Grainger
                Councillor Mrs. L. Green

                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mrs. C Gammond               
	Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mr. R Jennings

3 members of the public were present.
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)  

	1.
	Police Report
No police in attendance.

	2
	Public Open Forum  - No items were raised.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence:   Received and approved from Cllr. J. Gammond

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond declared an interest re the Village Hall, being committee member.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchyard Grant.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th January  2016 were approved and signed after some minor amendments.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising..

· Speed measurement wires in Trimpley – data not yet available.
· Slippery road surface outside Wild Woods – 300 metres resurfacing to correct this, by the County Council, would cost £15,000.  This too large a cost for the Parish to bear, but an undertaking was given by County Council highways that this work would definitely be carried out within the next two years. 
· Steps from Low Habberley into Habberley Valley – the steps are now repaired, and the fallen tree had been dealt with.  Minute closed.
· Charging VA Sign Batteries – the charger had been checked, and is working.  Battery charging does take a long time (two to three days).  Cllr. Phillips was investigating whether you can use a wet charger to charge a dry battery.  He would also see if a faster charger could be sourced, and the cost.  
· Roadsweeping between Low Habberley and traffic island and Crundalls Lane 
Done.

· Potholes – Northwood Lane, Hoarstone Lane, Habberley Road – all reported and will be attended to.
· Potholes on road going down to Low Habberley – to be reported – one just below Mount Pool and another one just below the village sign.  

· Superfast Broadband -  Trimpley has had boxes installed, some are live, some are not. If still copper wired – speed reduces vastly.   Steve Aston – (who had given a talk to the Parish Council) could advise which boxes are upgraded, if you give the name of the property and the road, and postcode on 01905 845389,
Providing the local box is live, it does not matter which provider you use.  Arley exchange is now set up for fibre optic, but may not be live.  
· Enforcement – Councillor Yarranton advised that the district council had employed extra enforcement officers.

	
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
15/0662 - : Replacement dwelling at WOODLAND, HILL FARM, NORTHWOOD LANE, BEWDLEY, DY121AT.
Approved
15/0681 - : Retention of Actiflow Pilot Plant and associated infrastructure for a period of two years at SEVERN TRENT WATER TREATMENT PLAN, 1 EYMORE GREEN, TRIMPLEY, BEWDLEY, DY121PL
Awaiting decision

16/0004 – Change of use – Sandy Lane Livery & Stables to dog training and dog day-care units.
Awaiting decision
16/0012 – Red Ridge, Sandy Lane – side extension to bungalow
Approved
b) New Applications considered
16/0041/EIA – Construction of Powder Activated Carbon Dosing Unit and alterations to the Pump House at Trimpley Reservoir  by Severn Trent Water
Comment:  “no objection and recommend approval”
Comment was generally made that there was extreme detail covered in the plans and documents associated with this application.  Had the same care been taken for the Solar Park development, then perhaps the fact that it was being built over the Severn Way, and an archaeological site might have been avoided. 

c) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i) Easter Cottage -          )  Both of these properties were being investigated by 
ii)Crundalls Cottage –    )  District Council Enforcement Officers.
d) Permitted Development – with particular reference to the Solar Park at Trimpley Reservoir
The work to create this 4-acre solar park had commenced under permitted development.  No notification had been received by the Parish Council, and members had only been made aware of the development as Severn Trent had notified residents at the Trimpley site that work was about to start.  Planning officers had decided that the application met with permitted development guidelines, although Cllr C. Gammond had researched this, and was of the opinion that the development contravened several PPG (Planning Policy Guidelines), not least of which that the park was being built over the Severn Way and also over a site of archaeological interest – neither of which had been mentioned in the plans submitted, and “decided” by Wyre Forest planning officers.  Clerk was instructed to write to the Leader of Wyre Forest District Council, the Chairman of the planning committee, the MP and Severn Trent.  Also contact to be made with Upper Arley Parish about the viewpoint at Seckley being spoilt by this development.

	8.
	Progress Reports on other Outstanding Items

BT Cover – Mary Moors – Someone has thrown the metal frame into the hedge.  Metal surround gone.  Concrete cover off and upside down.  Clerk to report again.
Trimpley Village sign – It was agreed to leave re-erection until lighter nights in case of repeat vandalism.
Severn Trent – recent mains leakage, Hoarstone Lane – Letter received stating that replacement would be undertaken shortly.

Power Cuts – Letter sent – no reply as Clerk had probably addressed this to incorrect organisation.  Clerk to follow up.H

	9.
	Localism - Litter Picking – 
The scheme had been working well.   Clerk to ask what level of funding was being offered by the District Council for continuation in the next financial year

	10.
	Lengthsman – 
Spraying training for lengthsmen –  Clerk tabled costs, and it was decided that this was too expensive to proceed.  It was decided to ask the District Council to undertake spraying along the footpath in the next month or so.  Japanese knot weed to be controlled by continuous cutting.  
Other work – Grips either side of the footpath opposite Bite Farm, and a grip by the electricity site in Crundalls Lane had been cut.
Invoice tabled and approved.

	11.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £56.40
S. Archer – Lengthsman’s work - £500
Wyre Forest District Council – Supply of black litter bags - £28.80
b) Transparency Code preparation Grant had been received in the amount of £765. This included £300 for new laptop, £75 for scanner, and £308 extra salary amount for the Clerk to comply with the new Transparency Code.
c) Supermarkets giving grants – Grant for what?   Money being raised to address facilities within the parish?  Clerk worthwhile funds.  Rock parish?   Rock using it on play area.  
Smartwater – run out within the community. Clerk had received information from the Cleobury Clerk, but was requested to find out more from the Police in respect of funding. 
Church – still raising money for the roof and repairs. 

	12.

	CALC & Other Correspondence
a) Worcestershire Parish Conference – at County Hall – 24th February – 6.30pm with useful information market place outside the Chamber at 5.30p.m.
b) Worcestershire County Council – Flood Risk Strategy  - views sought before strategy is adopted. Comments to be e-mailed to LFRMSconsultation@worcestershire.gov.uk before  29th February.
c) Wyre Forest CALC Meetings

Concern had been expressed about attendance at meetings.  

d) Media Training – Clerk to make enquiries of CALC about this. 
e) CALC – Clerk to check with Richard Levett about Permitted Development planning training.
f) Kidderminster Hub – poor and unhelpful service had been received recently by a local elderly lady trying to re-apply for a blue badge.  Details were tabled by Cllr J Gammond.  Cllr. G. Yarranton would take this matter up with the Hub.

	13.
	Road Accident – Tree blown down from Trimpley Common.

	14.
	Other Matters
Police matters

Two incidents of people taking tools and items from out of trucks, whilst owners were away working.  
Councillor C. Gammond had “incident reporting pads” for people to use when recording police incidents. 

It was decided to plant wild flowers in patches around the parish.  Chris Grainger would organise seeds.  Lengthsman to be instructed to rake over sites for seedbeds.
Spring flowering bulbs were flowering and looking good.  

	15.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  21st March at 7.45p.m.

Meeting closed at  9.50 p.m.
Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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