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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
21st March 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



M Weston(Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, D Jennings, B Jones, 





D Lewis, E A Taft. 
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




District Cllr Dean Clarke.


Apologies:
 
 D Stanley, B R Woodhouse (accepted)
DRAFT



	42/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
· Cllr Weston noted that she lives opposite the gate and field entrance on the approach road to Grimley, used by bird watchers for inappropriate and obstructive parking, discussed in item 50/16c.
· Retrospective note by Cllr Jones with regard to item 54/16a.
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
43/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, 22nd February 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. 
44/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to 
the Minutes as an aide memoire.

There were no members of the public present.
45/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

PSCO Snape had liaised on behalf of the Parish Council with PC Foxall regarding following up the driver of the Silver Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Equippe Td who damaged Monkwood Green by driving over it, rather than follow Severn Trent diversion signs. While there are offences to cover off road driving in certain circumstances, given this situation (i.e. diversion leading to confusion) the culpability of the driver would be difficult to prove if further action were taken. Members, whilst registering disgust that residents would behave in such an obviously inappropriate manner as to drive over the Common, agreed that further action was not the best use of public funds.
46/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

Cllr Grove reported that the Police & Crime Commissioner will be taking on responsibility for the Youth Offending Service. A scheduled election for the new Commissioner will take place on 5th May. There will also be a new Police Chief Constable by the end of the year, due to retirement. Latest jobs seekers allowance claimant figures for the County are 4340, which is below the national average. 910 of these claim for longer than 12 months. Cllr Grove passed on his congratulations regarding the recent Pencroft appeal refusal for Grimley Village. It is not believed that there will be a high court challenge to this, though the applicants have three months in which to begin proceedings. The next liaison meeting will be in May and will be a site meeting to view the ongoing dismantling of quarry infrastructure.
47/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
Cllr Clarke passed on his congratulations regarding the recent Pencroft appeal refusal for Grimley Village and also for the fantastic turnout at the recent litter pick. The children have benefited from the learning aspect of this activity and willingly got involved. The need for parking facilities in the village was highlighted, particularly with regard to visitors to the local ponds and lakes. The SWDP was recently ratified aby all councils involved and should now offer some protection against inappropriate planning applications. Cllr Clarke touched upon recent intentions to require all schools to become academies and also upon ongoing monitoring of activities at the Raceway.
48/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a.
15/01739/FUL. Change of use from equestrian to commercial to allow the site to be used from commercial purposes (pony parties) to include alterations and new stables and a new hay barn. Land at Ockeridge, Wichenford, Worcestershire. Deadline: 25th March (via extension). Officer: A. Priestley.

Members noted that the road to Ockeridge is very narrow and dangerous and that if permission is granted then Highways should look into putting brown signage in place to guide customers via the correct route. Members noted previous comments submitted to this consultation regarding the potential for noise and access/parking/turning issues and instructed the Clerk to request that the District Council append a Working Hours Directive to planning conditions.
49/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Management of the SSSI – Ongoing progress developing a management plan.

Discussion to include:

i. Progress with public consultation event.

The dates under consideration by the Monkwood Green Residents Association are Monday 25th April or Tuesday 26th April, at 7.30pm. The Parish Council would combine this with the Annual Meeting of the Council, which would start at 7pm. Natural England have not as yet provided written confirmation of their intentions and the Clerk was instructed to continue chasing this. 
ii. Creation of Member-lead working parties to apply for funding from the following sources: Leader funding (CALC circular 16_5, as previously distributed by Clerk); WREN FCC funding (Natural England email, as previously distributed by Clerk)

· The deadline for initial applications for the Worcs LAG/LEADER is 12th May. This source of funding could provide between £2500 and £35000 to improve natural heritage and are grants paid in arrears. Funding from this source would not be able to fund equipment for cattle. It was suggested that the Parish Council would be eligible to apply for this grant under priority 5 – ‘support for cultural and heritage activity’.

· The deadline for initial applications for the WREN FCC is 15th April.  This source of funding could provide between £7500 and £150000 for projects lasting up to 3 years for restoration of a BAP listed priority habitat (Monkwood SSSIs falls in this category).

Cllrs Ayers and Jones agreed to look at the applications with a view to completing them and to involve Monkwood Residents in this work, in particular Mr Betts and Mr Weaver.

b.

The deteriorating state of the roadways on Monkwood Green, both prior and after the recent Severn Trent road closure. 
The road damaged by recent traffic seeking to avoid a lengthy diversion put in place by Highways and Severn Trent, is owned by the Parish Council. Members noted that payments by residents to formalise access across the Common to their homes, did not include payments or an agreement to pay for ongoing maintenance. Members instructed the Clerk to seek permission from Natural England for repairs and clarification as to what type of repairs are permissible and restrictions as to materials used (ie Clee Hill Stone).
Discussion to include:

i. Motion to approve improved signage at the entrances to the common and/or to the private drives on the common. Quotations for the work will be provided at this meeting and may include a motion to approve specific payments for signs.

Members looked a various options for signage and agreed to consult residents as to their preferences at the forthcoming event to discuss management of the SSSI. CCllr Grove is to be approached to see if he can suggest sources of grants for this signage. The following quotations had been received as examples for consideration:
Woodens signs:

· Woodscape: £1,269.02 + VAT (Single Sided Directional Sign Board in Hardwood (FSC certified), 500mm long comprising; 2 Posts, 4 Horizontal Boards finished 290 x 40 x 500mm long, each with lettering routed and painted. To be supplied in kit form for on-site assembly by others).
· Shelley Signs: £800 + VAT (One routed wooden sign, produced in pressure treated softwood. A header panel ‘Private Drive / Access to Residents Only’ and 10 planks with house names. 750mm wide plus side mounted posts.
Metal signs:
· Neptune Outdoor Furniture: £560 + VAT (Single sided sign in aluminium. Dark green with white text. Panel to be either 3mm thick aluminium panel or formed as a tray with return edges, overall size 900mm x 600mm, to be supplied with two posts and complete with base plates for above ground mounting and plain caps to go on top. Alternatively, a grp panel could be used if preferred for the additional cost of £150 + VAT, offering a moulded outer rim.
50/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To discuss naming the ponds in Grimley village – update from the Clerk.

The Clerk reported that it is possible to name the ponds, but that it would be the landowners themselves (in this case the Church Commissioners) that would apply to the Land Registry to get these features listed on maps and then to apply to the District Council to get them named. A charge would be applicable by the Land Registry. Members instructed the Clerk to add to a future agenda once further information is obtained.

b.

To discuss the ongoing issue of the flooding road in Grimley village and to resolve on a way forward now that ditch/es have been reinstated. 

i. In particular, to approve the input of the Lengthsman in meeting with the utility companies to resolve the blocked drains and any invoices that may consequently arise from this input.

Members noted that the drain at this location does not have pipework and is only a soakaway. As a result, the persons best to assist with resolving this issue are Highways and not Severn Trent. Members instructed the Clerk to request Highways for a site meeting (DCllr Clarke suggested approaching CCllr Grove to assist with arranging this). Members agreed that the Lengthsman should be asked to attend the site visit and approved payment for his time and any expenses, subject to an invoice being received.

c. 

Gateway opposite The Ark, Grimley Village and the dangerous obstruction caused by parked cars at this location.

Members noted that the original intention by Tarmac was to remove the gate and plant hedging as part of site restoration.  They have now decided that they will leave the gate as an access point for anyone leasing the land.  Whilst there are two ‘no parking signs’ in place, people are still parking there in order to go bird watching or walk dogs. Members instructed the Clerk to obtain quotes for
- improved signage, noting ‘gate in constant use’, ‘passing place, no parking’ and ‘beware ditch’. 
- for the purposes of maintaining and improving drainage, the following: verge reconstruction; grip repairs; ditch reinstating on both sides (tight to edges of gate) (spoil to be put back into verge).

51/16
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To note that the Clerk has written to specific landowners along Dark Lane asking for cooperation with regard to their hedges.

Members noted that the Thorngrove side has been cut, up to their commercial/back entrance. Members agreed to report on any further activity that they notice.
b.
To discuss the Woodlands Trust First World War Centenary Woods Project.

The Woodlands Trust allows community groups to apply for a free tree planting pack or to apply for funding towards a small wood. (60% of the costs would be funded by the Trust). The free packs contain either 30, 105 or 420 trees. Members instructed the Clerk to approach the Church Commissioners and ask if there are future intentions to farm the land in between the A443 and the ponds, with the intention of applying for 105 trees to plant in this area (one for each person listed on the Peace Hall war memorial).

52/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

A website for the Hall is currently being created. The committee are applying for grants for maintenance from the Lottery.
Cllr Lewis left at this point in order to attend another appointment.

b.

Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party.

Cllr Jennings reported on plans to hold a “Great Big Family Parish Picnic” in the school grounds on 12th June. This is to be a free event, families bring their own food and drink and picnic blankets etc. The school has offered use of toilet facilities, bins, chairs and tables and speaker system. Activities currently being explored are; ice cream van, best crown competition judged by DCllr Clarke, Band/music, school choir, cake competition, children’s bunting. The Clerk was instructed to inform PSCO Snape.
i. Queen’s beacon (Ref to CALC circular 16_3)

After discussion Members agreed not to arrange a beacon for this event due to lack of suitable location.

53/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

Members instructed the Clerk to ask Simon Skeys to clear out the ditch in Worlds End, opposite Old Pastures. Cllr Jones retrospectively declared an interest in relation to this, though it should be noted that this work is with the intention of relieving the road of ongoing flooding issues and not any nearby properties.
b.

Mowing of Sinton Green in 2016.

The Clerk reported that two of three contractors provided quotes for this work. Listed in order of response received:
· Simon Skeys - £65 per cut. (Sinton Green requires 15 cuts per year) VAT not applicable. [This equates to £975 overall]

· Paul Burges, Biosphere - £2400 plus VAT overall [This equates to £160 per cut].

· Worcestershire Gardening Services declined to quote owing to nature of work.

Members unanimously voted to accept the quotation from My Skeys and instructed the Clerk to take the necessary steps to confirm this with him.

54/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
Members approved payment to Clerk for Microsoft Office 2016 computer software. NB an expenditure which had not been formally approved at a previous/public meeting, but had been approved verbally b the Chair and which was necessary at short notice due to computer technical difficulties.
b.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment and it was duly signed by the Deputy Chair.
c.

To receive and motion to accept the End of Year financial report.

This report is to be distributed and listed on the agenda prior to the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting.

d.
To note that the Clerk has begun proceeding for the annual internal audit.

Duly noted by Members.

e.

External audit & Sign-up to the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.

Members agreed to fund the Clerks attendance at a training session for the above with Grant Thornton. 

55/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a.
CALC training schedule for Parish Cllrs for 2016. Members are reminded of the need to book early via the Clerk.

b.

Clerk & Councils Direct Issue 104 March 2016

56/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
Transparency code and applying for grant for websites.
b.

To discuss flooding at Moseley, outside Foxfields.

Members instructed the Clerk to write to the owners at Foxfields regarding the blocked ditch outside their home and enquire as to whether they are aware that this is in all probability their responsibility. 

57/16     Dates for diary.

a.
Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 26th April, at 7.30pm
The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
b.

Malvern Hills Parish Conference – Monday 18th April 2016. 6.00pm to 8.30pm Venue: Malvern Hills District Council Chamber.  
 58/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

Monday 18th April, 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The above meeting on 18th April has been cancelled, since this meeting would be inquorate.
59/16 
Confidential - In view of the confidential nature of the business the public will be excluded pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

Discussion regarding Monkwood Green and recent requests to visit ponds in order to conduct wildlife surveys. Member discussed no financial expenditure during this section and no decisions requiring action were made.

End of confidential session

60/16 

Upon the event of her resignation as both Chair and as a Cllr, Members passed their thanks to Mel Weston for her dedication and commitment to the Parish Council. Mel Weston’s resignation is with immediate effect (22 March 2016). A replacement Chairperson will be selected at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Note post meeting:

The resignation of Cllr Jennings was also received after this meeting. Debbie Jennings’ resignation is with immediate effect (24 March 2016). The Clerk accepted her resignation via email and passed on the Parish Councils thanks for her hard work and dedication.

Parish Cllrs wish to gratefully thank both Debbie and Mel for all their input with regard to the Pencroft Quarry Appeal, the success of which is a credit to the entire community and should be looked upon with much pride and satisfaction.
Currently 7 Cllrs remain in post, with the quorum being at least 3. Advertising for co-option of the two above parish Cllr positions will be posted on noticeboards in the Parish shortly, subject to further advice from MHDC. Persons interested in applying should contact the Parish Clerk Lisa Stevens, 01905 820956, clerkgrimleypc@gmail.com
Appendix 1: Items for payment. 

RCA Regeneration
Planning Consultants 15/000016/CM. Quarry Appeal Report 2. Invoice: 1001
£600.00
VAT

 £100
Simon Skeys

Lengthsman duties Sept 2015 - Jan2016 inclusive. Money already received from MHDC
£989.00

VAT nil

Simon Skeys

Mowing contract for Sinton Green - 2 mows, Sept & Oct 2015. Invoices 42 & 52

£130.00

VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Clerk wages (£336.86) 1 months expenses (£117.02)
£453.88

VAT nil

Simon Skeys

Lengthsman duties Feb – Mar 2016. 

£273.10

VAT nil

Simon Skeys

Mowing contract for Sinton Green - 2 mows, Feb & Mar 2016. Invoices 71 & 73. 

£195.00

VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Microsoft Office 2016 software. 

£199.00

VAT
 £24.83
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Chair     ...........................
(18th April 2016)

