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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
23rd May 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



B R Woodhouse (Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, B Jones, 





D Lewis, D Stanley, 

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 

Apologies:
 
  E A Taft (accepted)
DRAFT


	76/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
There were none. 
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
77/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Grimley Parish Annual Meeting, Tuesday 26th April 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed (by Chair) as a correct record. 
The order of the meeting was changed at this point, to allow CCllr Grove to speak and then attend another Parish Council meeting.

78/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove reported on current health and wellbeing initiatives at County Hall, including those for mental health and dementia. It was noted that various Bills within the Queen’s Speech will place additional pressure on County Council services, including the Digital Economy Bill (which provides for a legal right to a minimum level of broadband) and the Growth & Jobs Bill, which, whilst allowing County Councils to keep 100% of business taxes, withdraws all central government grants.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/524040/Queen_s_Speech_2016_background_notes_.pdf
CCllr Grove noted receipt of the Parish Councils letter regarding local concern as to the quarry at Grimley village and confirmed that County Council representatives will be attending the next parish council meeting in order to address the issues raised.

The order of the meeting was resumed at this point.

79/16
Public question time.

No members of the public were present.

80/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

No report was available
81/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
DCllr Clarke had previously passed on his apologies.
82/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a.
To consider a Parish Council response to the MHDC Public Consultation on their Local Enforcement Plan. http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/public-notices
Members had no comments to make.
b.

15/01296/S73 - Variation of Condition 22 of planning permission 09/00901/FUL to allow the retention of Agricultural building (Building 1). Holywards Farm Moseley Road Hallow. Planning officer - Anna Priestley.

Members expressed concern that the barn, having previously been refused planning permission was still standing and, also that permanent fencing appears to have been erected round caravans on site. The Clerk was instructed to approach MHDC enforcement and enquire as to whether they had more information.

83/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Update from the Monkwood Green Community Management Liaison Group, 17th May 2016, attended by Representatives Arthur Amos, Chris Betts & Richard Weaver, Cllrs Ayers & Jones & Parish Clerk.
Including:

· Discussion and Motion to approve a donation to the Duckworth Trust.

· Motion to approve purchase of a digital tile of Monkwood Green.

The draft Minutes of this meeting had been previously distributed to Members. Members noted with approval the plans put forward by the Liaison Group:

· to protect (short term) rare plants via electric fencing

· to continue with plans to remove scrub and saplings in August 

· to ask Duckworth Trust to assist with wider SSSI/Common maintenance in the autumn

· to continue with aims for sonic/underground fencing (medium term). 

Members approved a donation to Duckworth Trust up to a limit of £300, in order to assist with replacing stolen equipment. The Clerk was instructed to approach Duckworth Trust and ask what equipment is most needed, with a view to a handover ceremony on the SSSI itself. Members also noted the flytipping of cuttings and branches on the Common.
b.
To discuss provision of life saving equipment on the main pond, both at Monkwood Green and Sinton Green, in response to the updated risk register.

The Clerk reported on a quotation of £149.50 per life ring, including stand and cover and life line, excluding fixing to ground (concrete) and contractor costs. Permission will be required from Natural England for placing a life buoy on Monkwood Green SSSI pond. Members agreed to provision of 1 life buoy next to Monkwood Green main pond and Sinton Green pond.
c.
Properties opposite The Fox Inn – to receive an update. 

Members discussed photos indicating notable weekend and evening activity and instructed the Clerk to approach the necessary authorities with information.

d.
Rebuilding the old well on Monkwood Green – to receive a progress report.

Members noted that work is intended to progress shortly.

e.
To note that Malvern Hills have responded to concerns about the lack of progress in repairing damage caused to verges and kerbs by the bin lorry in 2014/15. They have submitted photos & paperwork (took on 30th April 2015) to their insurance administrator and to Zurich Municipal (Policy Number QLA-02H072-0123-52).
Members noted that work is intended to progress shortly.

f.
To note request from resident at Monks Hollow for clarification of boundaries, ahead of replacement of private drive. To also note that Members (Cllr Stanley, Taft & Jones) previously approved by email expenditure of £6 for checking boundaries with Land Registry. The Clerk reported that plan for Monks Hollow have been obtained from the Land Registry and were in process of being passed to the residents for their information.
84/16
Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.

Ditch & Hedges in front of The New Inn, Sinton Green WR2 6NW.

The Clerk was instructed to again report impeded visibility to the relevant land owners and to Enforcement. Relating to the subject of overgrown hedges, Members also instructed the Clerk to write to landowners in the location of Worlds End, Sallys Corner on Dark Lane and hedge at the Raceway. Members agreed to a standard letter in February each year, reminding land owners of the need to cut hedges before bird nesting season.
b.

Flowing water down Dark Lane, near The Peace Hall.

Members instructed the Clerk to report this to Highways.

c.

Infilled ditch in Dark Lane, damage caused by large vehicles.

Members instructed the Clerk to report this to Highways.
85/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

It was reported that quotations for new kitchen equipment are being obtained. Members noted that that a letter from the Peace Hall Management Committee had been received requesting urgent assistance for funding in order to ensure that insurance requirements are met. Members debated and acknowledged the urgent nature of the request and agreed that funding would be provided as requested to the value of £500 plus VAT.
b.

Sinton Green Village Fete 19th June 2016

No update was available.
c.

Pencroft Quarry Liaison Committee.

Members agreed that at the next Liaison Committee a request would be submitted for signs warning of deep water to be placed at all entrances to the Church Commissioners field at Grimley Village. Parents are reminded to ensure that their children are kept away from the deep ponds on the quarry site. Members did not discuss procedures for appointing a new public representative for the Liaison Committee, though it was noted that candidates will need to submit any relevant declarations of interest prior to standing.
d.

Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party. Including the Great Big Family Parish Picnic (formally the Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party) 12th June 2016
No update was available.
86/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

The Lengthsman had provided the following update:
Work for June: strimming, clearing the grips etc (ie after WCC Highways have completed verge cutting), ensuring that Sinton Green and Grimley Village are clear in readiness for the Parish Fete and Queen celebrations, noting and reporting overgrown hedges.
b.

To note that the contract for the Lengthsman Scheme 2016/17 has been received from WCC (budget £2054.00) and, that the Parish Council are awaiting a signed copy from the Lengthsman.

Duly noted. Members noted with satisfaction that a signed copy from the Lengthsman has now been received. Cllr Jones noted that he had met with the Lengthsman and inspected the ditches in Worlds End and opposite The Ark, Grimley. The ditch at Sinton Green/Worlds End is only blocked and will be cleared asap. 
The ditch opposite The Ark is less easily resolved, since it is not clear how long this ditch has been damaged and infilled. The Lengthsman does not have the equipment to reinstate the ditch (as a private contractor). Members instructed the Clerk to investigate placing black and white bollards at this location in order to discourage obstructive parking. (5 on one side, 6 on the other, allowing for access to the field). 

87/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Including donations to Hallow Scouts Group and Nora Parsons Day Centre, as provided for in the current budget. Members noted that a letter from Nora Parsons had been received autumn last year requesting a donation and, that the scouts have now also written asking for funds. Members approved the above two donations and payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b.

To Receive & accept in principle the Final Accounts & Audit Annual Return 15/16.

Final accounts were with the internal auditor. The Clerk thanked those Members that attended the bank in order to obtain missing bank statements. The internal auditor is to include a summary of the difficulties that have been experienced with the bank.
c.

To agree the date for commencement of public inspection of the unaudited Annual Return 15/16.

· ‘Notice of Date of Commencement of Period for the Exercise of Public Rights’ displayed on parish noticeboards & website on 14th June 2016.

· The unaudited (externally) Annual Return (section 1 Annual Governance Statement and section 2 Statement of Accounts) will be published on 17th June 2016, along with the ‘Declaration of Status of Published (unaudited) Accounts’, for a period of 30 days. 

· Completed Annual Return sent to external auditors Grant Thornton by 24th June 2016.
d.
To consider quotations for Parish Council insurance and motion to accept one of them.

· Aon (PC current insurer): £229.65 (1 year), £220.27 (fixed for 3 years)

· Zurich: £392.34 (1 year) £372.54 (fixed for 3 years)

· Hiscox/ Came & Company Local Council Insurance: £288.16 (1 year).

Members agreed to accept the quotation from Aon for 2016/17, not to fix the insurance for a period of three years and to set up a working party to look more closely at insurance needs in early 2017.

88/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a.
· Hallow Scouts Group, David Heywood, Chairman, request for donation towards kitchen equipment, 30th April 2016

· Countryside Voice CPRE magazine, Spring 2016

· Clerks & Councils direct, May 2016 Issue 105

· Full colour, printed hard copies of the SWDP are now available. They are available for collection from Malvern Customer Service Centre, Graham Road, Malvern WR14 2HU. Councils receive one copy free. At the time of writing it was not known whether this courtesy extended to the general public.

· Alterations to Electoral Register for April 2016.

89/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
Members noted that electric fencing has been placed on Monkwood Green by residents as part of their Commoners Rights. The Clerk was instructed to ask residents to ensure that the fence was kept away from the track and that it was visible at night. The Clerk was also instructed to research the process for applying for permission to enclose the Common under Commoners’ Rights.
90/16     Dates for diary.

a.
· Parish Fete at Sinton Green has changed to the 19th June 2016.

· Great Big Family Parish Picnic at the Primary school on 12th June 2016.

 91/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

14th June 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 

Worcestershire CALC
CALC membership for 2016/17
325.59
48.62
Hallow Scout Group
Donation as per written request.

100.00

VAT nil

Nora Parsons Day Centre

Donation as per written request.

200.00

VAT nil

Lisa Stevens

Clerk wages (£336.86) 1 months expenses (£136.54, includes £40 printing costs for internal & external audit)
£336.86

VAT nil
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Chair     ...........................
(14th June 2016)

