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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
Tuesday, 14th June 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



B R Woodhouse (Chair), D Lewis (Deputy Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, 




B Jones, D Stanley, E A Taft.  




Members duly appointed: A Marsh, G Sweeney.
In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




4 members of the public.


Apologies:
 
 District Cllr Dean Clarke (accepted)
DRAFT


	92/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
There were none. 
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
93/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Annual Meeting of Grimley Parish Council 23rd May 2016

b.

Full Parish Council, 23rd May 2016 
The Minutes of both the above, having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. 

94/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish.

There being no comments the meeting was re-opened.
The order of the agenda was changed at this point to allow representatives from County Hall to attend.

95 & 96/16
     To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke & Police Community Support Officer – PSCO Snape

a.
DCllr Clarke & PSCO Snape had previously passed on their apologies.
97/16 
Co-option - filling two vacancies for Parish Councillor
a.
To discuss previously circulated applications for the two vacancies.

Members were satisfied with the details provided on the application forms and had no comments or questions. The candidates had no questions to put to the Chair.
b.

Secret ballot of candidates.

Members each anonymously voted for two of the three candidates using ballot papers. 

Arun Marsh and Garry Sweeney were duly appointed as Parish Councillors.
All 9 seats on the Parish Council are once again occupied. Members expressed thanks to all candidates, successful or not. Unsuccessful candidates are warmly encouraged to stand again should the opportunity arise.
c.

Paperwork associated with new Parish Cllrs.
Cllr Arun Marsh & Cllr Garry Sweeney were welcomed to the Parish Council and joined the table to take part in debate from this point in the agenda. Acceptance of Office were duly signed and will be passed to MHDC for their records. 
Additional paperwork provided to new Members:

Good Cllrs Guide (CALC), Standing Orders, Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, list of future meetings, colleague contact details, blank forms for declaration of interests and requests for dispensations.

CCllr Grove arrived at this point in the meeting
98/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove offered apologies for lateness and introduced himself to the new Members. CCllr Grove reported that flooding across the County is of primary concern and that response teams are in operation. Residents may note the delay to grass verge cutting as a result of the weather. Roadshows will be taking place on 18th June across the County and will be an opportunity for the public to consult with County Hall on priorities. Worcestershire County Council has decided not to join the West Midlands Combined Authority, pending the results of the European Referendum and the following years outcomes from that poll.
99/16
Tarmac Quarry Liaison discussions
a.
To discuss recent correspondence regarding the above Committee. Representatives from Worcestershire County Council and the Liaison Committee will be invited to join Councillors and to take part in discussions.
CCllr Grove offered his apologies for the absence of Mark Bishop & Mark Lane, planners at WCC.

The Chair suspended standing orders so that members of the public could speak.
i) Sustainability Assessment

Cllr Stanley reported on his work to complete a brief assessment and Sustainability Appraisals of various environmental and ecological policies published by the Church Commissioners, Tarmac and Worcs County Council. Specifically, with regard to whether the work undertaken on the quarry sites in Grimley village could be considered compliant with those policies. Examples were provided of the various policies, including those that aimed to conserve fragile ecologies, establish a coherent biodiversity strategy, advocating sustainable development and, monitoring of performance. It was suggested that many of the practices and outcomes of such policies appear to be missing from work undertaken in the parish. It was hoped there may be a need for all the above parties and the parish council to sign up/re-commit to the policies in their individual plans and to work together to bring a positive outcome for the parish.
It was suggested that a desirable future restoration plan would include:

· Field features, hedges and mixed species (including damson trees).

· Sustainable pond and lake ecologies.

· Top soil to a suitable depth, with meadow seed mix and wild flowers, all mitigating against climate change and flooding.

· Recreational purposes enhanced.

· Visual appreciation enhanced.

· Safety concerns on site addressed.

Cllr Stanley to provide the results of his assessment to CCllr Grove, along with site photos, in order that the points raised by submitted to WCC officers.
ii) Parish Council correspondence & apology

CCllr Grove reported that he had received responses addressing the concerns raised in the Parish Council letter from County Council officers and Tarmac. These responses had been previously distributed to Members. Cllrs Stanley & Woodhouse noted that the letter incorrectly reported that there had only been two meetings a year –  it was apparent from the records there had been usually four, and apologised for this error and misleading statement. The next Tarmac Liaison Committee meeting is in July (date to be confirmed) and both Mark Bishop and Mark Lane (WCC) will be attending that meeting. CCllr Grove’s assistance in conveying the Parish Council’s desire to move forward in a positive way with Planning Officers, Enforcement Officers and with Tarmac is appreciated.

iii) The way forward

Mr Robin Humphries & Mr Mike Saunders addressed the Chair and reminded the Parish Council that the current work undertaken on site is governed by the planning conditions as laid down by WCC and that future amendments to the plans would be subject to planning legislation. It is probably that omission of desirable restoration features and plans would have occurred at the preliminary drafting stages. Regardless of the accepted planning conditions, the current restoration on site is not comparable with high level and acclaimed restoration undertaken on other Tarmac sites and this should be brought to their attention. 
The following ways forward were proposed and agreed:
a) Approach the head of Tarmac, Martin Riley, expressing current concerns about the lack of restoration and the hope that his company will be able to be proud of the restoration of this site once completed. Extend invitation for his attendance at a site visit. The Clerk was instructed to draft a letter to Mr Riley with the aid of Cllr Lewis.

b) Site visit between chief executive of Tarmac, representatives on behalf of the Parish Council and local representatives of the liaison committee where appropriate. Timing to be in July or as soon as possible. Objectives of the site visit would be:

· for all to understand ongoing work.

· foster Tarmac Head Office interest in site potential.

· begin discussions for (at the very least) improving soil condition/sward and increasing the number of hedgerows.
c) negotiate amendments to work in progress on Church Farm South (deep ponds). This would need to be accomplished via the Liaison Group and would take place once a thorough understanding of the site was obtained via the site visit.
d) negotiate amendments to plans currently subject to a pending application by Tarmac to vary ecological parameters. CCllr Grove to provide further information as to this application please and to clarify whether this would require legal assistance.
e) It was highlighted that the planning process, despite the huge financial gains that had accrued to Tarmac and the Church Commissioners arising from royalties, had failed to delivery to the village of Grimley a single community benefit resulting from the extensive long-term (two generations of) quarrying activities surrounding the village.  It was felt that this failure should be addressed
iv) Keeping locals informed

Cllr Grove spoke of the need to ensure that representatives on the Liaison Committee effectively disseminate information to the local community. 
CCllr Grove to raise the following with Tarmac:

· bi-annual newsletters to residents.

· permission to publish Liaison Group minutes on the parish Council website (WCC hosted site).

· lack of understanding as to what the Liasion Group is for
· lack of clarity as to whether the group is public or confidential and whether this needs re-addressing (CCllr Grove provided a copy of the current Liaison Group standing orders to the Clerk).

· clarification of the current restoration plans and the timetable for this – the newsletter could be a useful conduit for achieving this.

v) Additional items:

Cllr Woodhouse to raise the following with Tarmac:

· The Millennium footpath, originally planned to circumvent the ponds, a 16 year old project that has been overlooked. 
· Enquiries as to what the financial restoration budget/fund is for the sites.

· Reminder to discuss warning signs at entrances to site with deep ponds.
100/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a.
16/00677/FUL. Proposal: Construction of stables and storage building. Location: land adj Boatley Cottage, Ockeridge, Wichenford, Worcestershire, WR6 6YW. Applicant: Mrs J Parker. MHDC Officer: Karen Wightman. Deadline: 23rd June.

Members had no comments or objections to make.
101/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b.

To Receive & Accept the Audit Return for 2015/2016:  To discuss, inspect and approve each part in turn, with particular attention to legal requirements for signing sections in order.

i. Approve the annual governance statement (section 1 of the Annual Return) first. This will have minute reference: 101/16bi. Duly approved.
ii. Approve the statement of accounts (section 2 of the Annual Return) secondly. This will have minute reference: 101/16bii. Duly approved.
Note to Members: WCACL guidance states: As there is now a regulation in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 which specifies the order in which the parts of the return must be approved by the council, it is suggested that the council’s minute which records its approval of the annual return should list the parts of it in order, and say that each part was approved.
c.
To note and thank the internal auditor for timely return of the accounts, in light of difficulties experienced (outside the control of the Parish Council) with obtaining necessary bank documents. Motion to approve appointment of internal auditor for 2016/17. Comparative quotations have been sought but have been declined to be provided by those approached.

Duly approved.
d.
To confirm the date for public inspection of the Annual Accounts as part of the Audit Return.  Proposal and motion to agree date for public inspection commencing 17th June 2016 and ending 16th July 2016.

Duly approved.
NB. Note for members: The new rules about the period of public right of inspection are simpler than before, as the responsible financial officer decides when the period shall be. It must include the first ten working days in July, and it must be one period of thirty working days.

e

To confirm that Members acting as custodians of noticeboard have received the following 4 documents for immediate publication:

iii. Notice of declaration of status of published unaudited accounts for year ended 31st March 2016.

iv. Notice of date of commencement of period for exercise of public rights.

v. Notice of local audit and accountability act 2014 – notice to public of their rights regarding inspection of documents.

vi. Signed certified copy of Accounting Statements from the Annual Return for year ended 31st March 2016.






Duly confirmed and approved.
f

Proposal and motion to approve publication of the above four documents on the County Council website.







Duly approved.
g

To approve return of intermediate audit. Chair to counter-sign covering letter







Duly approved and signed.
h

To note that Lloyds bank have confirmed acceptance of instructions for new clerk for correspondence and to remove incorrect and previous signatories. To note that bank statements for April, May and June 2016 are in the post to the Clerk at this time and that bank reconciliations and Q1 report will be available shortly. 







Duly Noted.

102/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a.
a. Grimley Peace Hall Foundation letter requesting emergency assistance for funding for fire escape lighting. Dated 23rd May 2016. Due to the critical nature of this request, Parish Cllrs have previously debated on 23rd May 2016 and agreed to fund these emergency works to the value of £500 plus VAT. Ongoing discussions to confirm with Cllr Davies the format that this funding will take. E.g. Contractor to invoice parish council direct up to allocated sum.
b. Police Crime Commissioners Consultation on plans for making communities safer, reducing harm and shaping local priorities for the next four years. Deadline for public responses: 17th June.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2787873/Have-your-say-on-policing-priorites Members had no comments to make.
c. CPRE Worcs Branch Newsletter and Annual Report 2015/16

d. MHDC Year Plan 2016-2021 – 5 Year Plan Community promises document.

e. Glasdon street furniture catalogue, includes designs for life saving equipment and bollards.

f. HAGS play equipment catalogue.

g. Monthly alterations to Electoral Register for June 2016.

h. Thank you letter from Hallow Scout & Guide Group for £100 donation gratefully received towards new kitchen equipment. 6th June 2016.
103/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
Future work for Lengthsman: hedge and kerb tidy in Grimley Village approach road on opposite side from noticeboard.

b.

Members noted the dangerous state of many of the hedges and suggested a parish wide leaflet asking residents to attend to their hedges at the appropriate time of year. The Clerk was instructed to approach WCC for confirmation of the times of year that land owners can cut hedges and also circumstances in which hedges can be cut at short notice/emergency to ensure the highway is not obstructed.
c.

Activity on land near to Fox Inn, Monkwood Green. The Clerk was instructed to provide CCllr Grove with all available information.

d.
Ongoing flooding in Grimley Village. 
Note post meeting: WCC and Severn Trent have visited the flooding near the noticeboard in Grimley Village in order to inspect drains. The following discussion took place on 15/06/16 between residents and the engineer:

· The drains were found to be full of soil and silt and this was immediately removed by WCC/Severn Trent. The Lengthsman is to be requested to inspect the drains four times a year to report on any further build-up of soil. As of 16/0616 the removal of the soil had not entirely alleviated the level of the flood water.

· Remedial work was required to the pipes in the area and the engineer planned to return on 16/06/16 in order to complete this. 
· A new ditch would ideally be installed between the hedge and the road (one has already kindly been reinstated on the opposite side of the hedge by Mr Harper). The Clerk to follow this up with WCC.

· Information passed to the Parish Council in the past suggests that the drainage system in this area is merely a soakaway. WCC are to be requested to check this.

 104/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

Monday 18th July 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Members agreed via email that the future meeting on 22nd August is to be restricted to emergency items and payments only, in order that full attention be given to ongoing parish projects.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 


	Cllrs Marsh

& Sweeney:

Declarations

Of Interest

Clerk

Cllr Stanley

CCllr Grove

CCllr Grove

Clerk

Cllr Lewis

Clerk

CCllr Grove

Liaison Comm

CCllr Grove

CCllr Grove

Cllr
Woodhouse

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Davies

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

CCllr Grove

Clerk




	Simon Skeys
	Lengthsman duties April 2016.
	£138.00
	VAT nil

	Simon Skeys
	Contractor for mowing Sinton Green. April 2016
	£130.00
	VAT nil

	Lisa Stevens
	Reimbursement for payment of Parish Council insurance Aon 2016/17. 

Policy Number: LC/M/002844. 1st June 2016.
	£229.65
	VAT nil

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages (£336.86) 1 months expenses (£92.39)
	£429.25
	VAT nil


Chair     ...........................
(18th July 2016)
