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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
18th July 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



B R Woodhouse (Chair), D Lewis (Deputy Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, 





A Marsh, D Stanley, G Sweeney, E A Taft.  

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




District Cllr Dean Clarke, 2 Members of the public.


Apologies:
 
  B Jones (accepted)
DRAFT

	105/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
There were none. 
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
106/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, 14th June 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. 
107/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to 
the Minutes as an aide memoire.

There being no comments the meeting was re-opened.
108/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

No report was received. PCSOs have previously been requested to schedule in a quarterly report to the Parish Council.
109/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove reported on work at Count Hall to acquaint staff with new Members of Parliament and on work to scope bidding for allocation grants from central government – in light of the EU referendum result and the likely EU funding shortfalls. 
The New Police Crime Commissioner is John Campion. 
Cllr Grove also reported on efforts to investigate alleged illegal waste disposal at Monkwood Green and the ongoing issue of highway flooding in Grimley Village, of which the later will include a site visit shortly by WCC officers. The results of the Grimley village site visit will be forwarded to Cllr Grove asap and disseminated to Parish Cllrs shortly after. Cllr Grove also expressed his willingness to arrange a subsequent, second site visit with Parish Cllrs if they require it. Cllr Taft requested that the drains in Grimley Village be put on an annual remedial works list by Highways. 

Cllr Grove asked for further details to be sent to him of the dangerous pot hole in the pavement along the A443, which has been reported numerous times to Highways.
Cllr Stanley asked Cllr Grove for clarification of the final plans for reinstatement that Tarmac are working to with regard to the decommissioned quarry in Grimley Village. Cllr Grove is to approach the Liaison Committee to request this information.

110/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
DCllr Clarke noted that the ponds at the quarry in Grimley village are an opportunity for community enhancement. The Clerk reported that that the Church Commissioners have already been approached to ask if they would donate some land for a car park for use by bird watchers and fishermen. So far no response had been received. Members queried what the expected lifetime of the ponds is, as the rate at which they appear to be silting up is of cause for concern and would affect the necessity of car park facilities.

111/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

a.
16/00873/CPU - Birchall Green Farm - application for outbuilding within the curtilage of the dwelling. Officer MHDC: James Herd. Deadline: 21/07/2016

Members instructed the Clerk to ask Planners to conduct a site visit. Numerous applications appear to have been submitted from this property over the years and clarification would be appreciated.
112/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Emergency grazing of sheep on area around Petty Whin.

i. Further to previous Member agreement on this action, proposal to spend up to £300 on electric fence (twine, plastic posts, energiser and battery). 

Members approved purchase of an electric fence in principle but noted that the size of the area to be enclosed was not yet clear. They requested that purchase of the electric fence be put on hold until negotiations were underway with a livestock provider and until the actual number of sheep to be put on site was fully understood. 
ii. To discuss contractor to place sheep on this site.

It was noted that Mr Peter Williams is to be approached with regard to a temporary contract for sheep grazing and that the Clerk was working with Natural England to compile a template grazing contract. Members instructed the Clerk to chase up Natural England assistance on this and in general relating to wider projects on Monkwood Green.

Members debated and agreed to the necessity of hiring a contractor for mowing Monkwood Green Common and SSSI (excluding anthills section, proposed for partial sheep grazing), and that the Monkwood Community Management Group would have delegated powers to appoint such a contractor.
Note post meeting – since no price threshold was set by the Parish Council for mowing works, this item to be added to the next agenda for approval.

b.

To discuss and motion to provide Parish Council consent for use of herbicide on scrub re-growth on SSSI, subject to obtaining Natural England advice and permissions.

Duly approved.
c.

To note and discuss other actions arising from the Monkwood Green Community Management Liaison Group.

Work by residents to remove ragwort duly noted and approved.
Work by Liaison Group to negotiate scrub removal works near Fox Inn duly noted and approved, with proviso that the work does not exceed £500 in price, plus VAT. The Monkwood Community Management Group have delegated powers to appoint a contractor.

d.

To discuss activity opposite the Fox Inn.

Members noted public concerns relating to alleged illegal waste disposal and the potential for soil pollution if such activity were indeed occurring on site. The close proximity of the SSSI requires that any concerns should be duly investigated and in this the Parish Council is fully supported by Natural England and Worcester Wildlife. Members noted that information has been provided to WCC many times in past years but that no follow up action had occurred by WCC. The Clerk confirmed that information had been again provided to WCC, the Environment Agency and to Crime Stoppers. CCllr Grove is liaising to chase this up.
113/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Reduced visibility at Dark Lane/A443 junction, Stonewall Cottages.
Members instructed the Clerk to write again to residents in this area asking for considerate parking in relation to the junction splay and concerns about reduced visibility.
b

To discuss updates arising with regard to flooding in Grimley village. 

Previously discussed. Members also noted that the hedges in Grimley contribute to poor visibility and dangerous road conditions. The Clerk was instructed to ask residents to maintain their hedges.

114/16
Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Clerk’s report into ongoing work to confirm registration of Sinton Green (& Monkwood Green) with Land Registry and Rural Payments Agency

The Clerk reported that Jack Smith at SME Solicitors has been instructed to register both Commons with the Land Registry asap. This matter does not affect legal ownership and the Parish Council has all necessary title deeds in possession. 

This work with SME Solicitors requires confirmation of the full list of those with Commoners Rights, Grazing Rights and of those who have previously entered into Rights of Access Agreements with the Parish Council. It was noted that some residents, for whom no legal access agreement exists for their property, still traverse Monkwood Common Parish Council land in order to access their properties. The Clerk has previously confirmed to Members that it is not for the Parish Council to insist on access agreements but that it is for the property owners to instigate such proceedings, which they would in all probability need to do prior to completion of sale of that property. 
TH
The Clerk reported on separate work to ensure that the land is also registered with Rural Payments Agency – as required by Natural England (before a Management Agreement with them can be entered into). This process does not require the intervention of solicitors at this time.

b.
Motion to purchase digital tile for Sinton Green up to £150.00. Quotation received from Arthur Amos for £100.72 but may be slightly more due to hourly rate for admin/autoCAD time at £25 per hour.
Members approved purchase.

c.
To receive an update on flooding/hedges outside New Inn

Members instructed the Clerk to fully appraise CCllr Grove of the situation and of the ongoing problem caused to the school bus from overgrown hedges and the degraded visual splay at the New Inn junction.
Note post meeting – the Clerk has been informed by WCC Highways that no action can be taken against the owners of overgrown hedges in relation to height, but that the issue of dangerous overhang will be investigated.
Cllr Davies advised that Paul Green from WCC Land Drainage conducted a site visit and noted the regular occurrence of flooding at this junction. Work to install a new ditch and clear out all drains was promised asap.

115/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

i) Update on progress with emergency lighting
Cllr Davies noted that the work to install new emergency lighting has been finished. The Parish Fete raised £1600, which was not as much as in previous years, but this can be accounted for by the weather.
b.

Tarmac Quarry Liaison Committee.

i) To discuss the way forward with election of a community representative. 
Member duly approved the use of a free online survey to gather public preferences, but noted that the option of writing in must also remain available.
Cllr Stanley was asked to mention to the Liaison Group the Millennium Project bench that was proposed for the walkway near the pools at Retreat Farm, was never forthcoming and to ask why.
c.

Queen’s Birthday Celebration Working Party.

No report was received.
d.
Grimley Smaller Charities.

Reported that appropriate legal paperwork has been completed.
116/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

To note that the Lengthsman has been instructed to cut Grimley top triangle. Simon has confirmed that he checks and attends to these features on a monthly basis.
117/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.

The Clerk reported that HMRC confirm that PAYE is currently outstanding at this time, even though the amounts calculated by them as being due for payment are incorrect, due to their provision of numerous incorrect tax codes to the Clerk (five difference codes since March 2016). At this time HMRC require that two amounts for £32.00 are currently due (one payment already having been made in the week prior to this meeting) – with both payments able to be claimed back at the end of the financial year.
The Clerk reported on ongoing problems receiving bank statements from Lloyds Bank. Members noted and approved intentions to try moving to a different service within Lloyds (one that accepts that the main correspondent for the account [the Clerk], cannot be a signatory, but allows viewing [only] of statements online). If progress is not made in that direction, then Members approved the exploration of changing banks. 
b.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliation without comment and it was duly signed by the Deputy Chair.
c.

To receive and motion to accept the Quarter 1 financial report.

Members accepted the previously circulated Q1 financial report without comment and it was duly signed by the Deputy Chair.
d
To consider the Clerk’s hourly rate and to accept and sign off the Clerk’s timesheet in relation to Monkwood Green Community Management Liaison Group. 
Members noted that advice received from CALC had suggested an hourly rate below minimum wage and advised the Clerk to seek further clarification.
e

To set a date for staffing committee meeting in August in relation to Clerk’s annual review. 

Subsequent to the meeting, the date was set for 22nd August, immediately after the next parish council meeting. The Staffing Committee meeting will not be open to the general public.

118/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a.
a. Thank you email from Nora Parsons Day centre for £200 donation. 

· Members agreed to keep this annual donation.
b. July updates to Register of Electors.

c. Malvern food bank information. 

· Members agreed not to provide a donation at this time.
d. Outdoor sports equipment catalogue.

e. Parish Clerks magazine.

119/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
The Clerk was instructed to ask WCC Highways to cut all verges on the main roads on Monkwood Green. Members noted that Highways usually do maintain these verges up to 1m from the roadside. It was suggested that delays in verge maintenance may be due to the wet weather. Cllr Ayers was asked to approach Mr Bill Prosser to request his assistance in clearing ditches.
b.

The Clerk was instructed to ask MHDC and WCC for an update on the Clean for the Queen letter sent by the Parish Council in early 2016.

c.

Members noted with concern reports of speeding on the private drives on Monkwood Green. Cllrs Ayers asked the Clerk for some flyers that could be distributed to local residents bringing this to their attention.

d.

Cllr Marsh requested that the September agenda include discussion of provision of a defibrillator for the parish.

120/16     Dates for diary.

a.
None
 121/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

22nd August 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.

The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
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	Philip Moore
	Internal Audit
	50.00
	VAT nil

	PAYE HMRC
	One off payment to HMRC in light of 4 Clerk tax code amendments as provided by HMRC since April 2016.

To be claimed back at the end of the financial year.
Deadline for HMRC receipt of payment: 19th July. Therefore this cheque will be signed in advance of the meeting.
	32.00
	VAT nil

	Lisa Stevens
	Wages (£336.86) & Expenses (£59.06)
	397.22
	VAT nil


Chair     ...........................
(22 August 2016)

