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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
19th September 2016 

in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



D Lewis (Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, 





B Jones, A Marsh, D Stanley, G Sweeney.  

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, County Cllr Phil Grove, 




District Cllr Dean Clarke, 1 Member of the public.


Apologies:
 
 B R Woodhouse, E A Taft (accepted)
DRAFT


	132/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
Cllr Taft regarding exploratory discussions concerning bollards at Grimley village bottom triangle, arising from vehicles mounting the verge outside The Pleck.
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
Cllr Taft as item a. above.
133/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, 18th July 2016, and
Full Parish Council, 22nd August 2016 
The Minutes of the previous meetings, having been previously circulated was approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. 

134/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to 
the Minutes as an aide memoire.

One resident spoke on future management of Monkwood Green Common  

         and SSSI and reminded Parish Cllrs of the need to plan next year’s   

         maintenance in advance.
135/16
To receive the report of the Police Officer.

a.

No report was available. Cllr Lewis to email the PCSOs to remind them of the parish council timetable.
136/16
To receive the report of the County Councillor – Phil Grove

a.

CCllr Grove reported on the following: 

- Improved county-wide GCSE results and 

- Work to improve foster care provision. There are currently 730 children in care that need fostering provision. The number of fostering enquiries and applications to foster is improving, but the procedure for acceptance and clearance is necessarily cautious and thorough. 

- A bid for £70million from the Dept of Transport has been submitted. £1/2million funding has already been obtained for phase 4 of the work to dual the A4440. 

- Recycling figures are currently at 43% from household collections. County Hall is looking at initiatives to improve this to 50%, via better publicity of what can be recycled and reducing level of contamination (currently at 7%). 

- A Road Safety Partnership scheme called ‘Speed Watch’ is looking to train 6 volunteers per parish who would conduct community speed checks. Further information on this is due to be sent to the Parish Clerk shortly.

- Report of progress with WCC and EA investigating alleged illegal waste dumping in Monkwood Green. A visual survey of the site has been conducted with no signs of illegal practice detected. Reports of bonfires and waste storage on unconnected, adjacent sites are now being followed up.

- Report on investigation into ongoing flooding issues in Grimley village. A survey has been carried out by WCC Highways and drains have been cleared. Consideration is being given to upgrading the drainage system. Funding will need to be sourced for this.
Member comments to CCllr Grove were as follows:

· Query relating to the probable wasted investment of £1.2million through inadequate design of the roundabout at Whittington, Worcester.

· Pointing residents towards websites giving recycling information may not be sufficient to improve recycling rates.

· Chasing a response to parish council letter prompting a return to bottle deposit schemes.
137/16
To receive the report of the District Councillor – Dean Clarke 
a.
· DCllr Clarke noted that the main council facilities in Malvern are currently undergoing major renovations, which will cumulate in the creation of cost saving updated facilities and a new visitor reception. 
· DCllr Clarke noted a number of current planning applications and also noted the ongoing legal procedures, including a High Court Injunction, being taken against Grimley Raceway with regard to noise nuisance.
138/16
Planning – to consider, comment and resolve to respond to the following planning applications

16/01197/FUL, Manege, Old Oak Barn, Sinton Green, Hallow, Worcs, WR2 6NP. Planning Officer: Ray Deans 01684 862311. Deadline for comments: 29/09/16.
Members had no objection to this application but requested a permanent condition that no flood lights be erected on site.
16/01010/FUL, Change of use from Public House to residential property, The Hunters Lodge, Sinton Green, Hallow, Worcs, WR2 6NT, Planning Officer: Anna Priestley 01684 862438. Deadline for comments: 28/09/16.
Members observed that reports submitted as part of the application appeared to provide insufficient evidence of the non-financial viability of the business. Members noted with sadness the probable loss of a local business but concluded that no objection could be made beyond the above. Indeed, Members noted that the applicants had previously tried to expand business but that local residents had objected due to fear of increased noise and traffic.
To note the following application only and, to decide whether or not to hold an extra ordinary meeting to discuss this:

16/01242/PDU Prior approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house. The Farmhouse, Holywards Farm, Moseley Road, Hallow, Worcestershire, WR2 6NL. Planning Officer James Herd, 01684 862439 Deadline for comments: 06/10/2016.

No documents were as yet available on the District Council website in relation to this application. DCllr Clarke confirmed that the deadline for comments would be extended in order to allow this application to be discussed at the next full parish council meeting. The Clerk is to formally request this extension from the planning officer. An extra-ordinary meeting is not required at this time.
139/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

The Chair opened this agenda item to the public, so that open discussion could take place.

a.
To discuss items arising from Monkwood Green Community Management Liaison Group, including the following:
a. i.

Progress with strimming of anthills site using equipment hired from Duckworth Trust and motion of thanks to all volunteers for their hard work.

· Cllr Jones reiterated his thanks to all the volunteers for their invaluable and free contributions. The Duckworth Trust, upon seeing the amount of strimming that was required on the Anthils site, has kindly extended its lease of the equipment to the Parish Council for three weeks, without further charge. 

· Much of the anthills site has now been hand strimmed and this hard work must now be capitalised upon and the grass kept low via grazing. 

· The Clerk is following up on additional contacts for sheep grazing, is drafting a budget to ensure that appropriate funds are available for Monkwood Green in 2017 and is researching funding sources.

a. ii

Progress on work conducted by Mike Johnson including mowing, bale removal and scrub cut back. Including retrospective approval to sell bales to I. Butler for £10 per bale. Including retrospective approval of quotation from M. Johnson for flail tidy-up at £180 plus VAT (GPC201633).

· M Johnson has completed mowing and bale removal on behalf of I Butler. Members retrospectively approved this. Additional enquires had been made to try and obtain higher prices for the bales, but a surplus of poor grade hay at present means that none could be found. 

· A tidy up of peripheral areas is now required and M Johnson has been instructed to undertake this, subject to leaving a few patches of grassland around the edges of the common as a whole uncut, as these form important hibernation and sheltering sites for many invertebrates overwintering in various life stages. Members retrospectively approved this (GPC201633).

· Volunteers reported via email that the removal of a substantial amount of invading woodland/brush clearance has been achieved with the invaluable assistance of Mike Johnson and several volunteers (GPC201627). Many of the thorn thickets have been removed and the arisings taken off site to be burnt elsewhere.  

a. iii

Next steps, including

- invite Duckworth Trust to assist with pond maintenance in late October. 

The Clerk was instructed to contact Duckworth Trust in early Oct with regard to removing overgrown vegetation from the large pond to the north of the Common, to digging out the pond to the left of the Fox and to reinstating the pond feeder trenches and ditches. Care is to be taken to protect the clay base of all ponds. Details of a local resident who would also be able to help and provide dredging machinery were passed to the Clerk. 

Members noted the historical presence of an additional pond near the Fox that was filled in for reasons unknown. Discussion took place as to reinstating this pond but no conclusions were made.

-  To note that Worcester Wildlife have offered assistance in maintenance and to scope their involvement.

The Clerk is to approach James Hitchcock to request help this winter with scrub management, particularly around the part of the SSSI near to The Croft.  

-  Progress with sheep grazing contract. 

Volunteers have asked for at least a two month window in order to finish vegetation works, prior to grazing commencement. A contract has been offered to a local resident, and Members are waiting to see if that contract will be taken up. The Clerk is also following up additional contacts for sheep grazing. Amendments to the grazing contract, suggested by residents, are noted by the Parish Council.

· Planned work by volunteers

There are some remaining thicket trees to be removed in the NE corner (w. of the Sinton Green road) and some hawthorns embedded in the gorse which will need careful removal. Further relatively minor work will be carried out by the volunteers over the winter months, including:

a) hand operated brush cutting to tackle areas of bramble and hawthorn regrowth which could not be tackled by the strimming equipment.

b) raking up arising from the above for disposal.

c) Re-cutting stumps in order to carry out effective stump killing treatment.

a. iv

To discuss the first Draft Monkwood Green Designations Plan and Draft Management Areas Plan. 

Amendments have been sent to Mr Amos by the Clerk. Members had no additional amendments to made but thanked Mr Amos for this voluntary work. 

It was noted that it would be difficult to ensure that livestock have access to water if the Common were sectioned of as per the map suggestions. Members asked the Clerk to ensure that the grazing contract requires the contractor to provide sufficient water to the animals, no matter the configuration of the electric fencing.

Cllr Stanley left at this point to attend to a personal emergency.

b.

To discuss installation of four bollards at Monks Hollow, Monkwood Green. 

i. Quotation for installation £60.00 (VAT nil) from Mr Simon Skeys, 01/09/16. 

Members accepted this quotation.

ii. Quotation for materials:

1) Townscape £402.96 (including VAT) free delivery. Hardwood bollard, no banding, 520mm above ground.

2) VersaUK £410.28 (including VAT) £50 delivery. Oak Hardwood bollard, space for banding, 900mm above ground.

3) Bollards Direct £466.63 (Including VAT) free delivery

The Clerk noted that purchase would be taken out of the general environmental project budget, which currently has £540 remaining. Cllr Jones is to price up making the bollards himself to save money.

140/16
Grimley Village – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To note the presence of blue green algae in lakes and ponds surrounding Grimley Village. The algae can have adverse effects on humans, animals and livestock if they enter the water. 
Warnings have been placed on noticeboards.
b.

To note that WCC Highways have agreed to place traffic bollards preventing dangerous vehicular parking in Grimley village approach road. To discuss ground preparation works that Highways require the Parish Council to undertake, prior to bollard installation.

The Clerk reported that the following actions have been agreed with WCC Highways: 

·  The Parish Council to speak to the tenant famer regarding use of this entranceway and what his preferences are with regard to the gate etc. – Cllr woodhouse to do.
·  Contact MHDC to establish whether planning permission for the gateway is still in existence. – Mark Bishop has been emailed but no response received.
· GPC to prepare site by loosening and levelling soil on the verge (not on the tarmac entrance to gateway) Members approved this work and instructed the Clerk to seek quotations. (GPC201634).

· Dependant on the outcome/s of the above, agree start date of placement of low level barrier suitable for rural setting. Barrier to extend much of the way along the verge, to prevent problem parking being simply deflected to further up the road.

- Once barrier in place, GPC to landscape and set grass etc.
- Ditch along hedge not to be reinstated since there is no drain at this location.
c.

To discuss placement of bollards on the verge outside The Pleck, Grimley lower triangle, to prevent vehicles from mounting and damaging the verge.

Member debate concentrated on the unacceptable precedent that this could set in the parish. Members felt that the bollards may be up to one metre away from the kerb stones and so would not prevent damage to the verge. The free* opportunity to guide vehicles around this dark corner was accepted but it was felt that the bollards would not achieve this, would be regularly damaged and would require regular replacement. (*Highways would pay for initial bollard purchase and installation only) Members therefore rejected this proposal.

Other bollards in the process of being placed in the parish are in order to prevent i] verge damage and subsequent soil runoff into drains and therefore flooding (in the case of Monkwood Green) and ii] to prevent dangerous parking (the case of Grimley approach road).
d.

Progress report on investigation into flooding in Grimley village.  
As reported by CCllr Grove, survey has been carried out by WCC Highways and drains have been cleared. Consideration is being given to upgrading the drainage system. Funding will need to be sourced for this
Members have previously suggested getting Mr Skeys to quote for a ditch in this location to assist with preventative measures. This is to be put off pending further information from WCC as to their intentions.
e.

Quarry restoration plans – to discuss Church Commissioners response. 
The Church Commissioners have conducted a site visit and have written to state that progress with restoration is within the requirements set in planning permissions and will not be taking this further. 

Members noted that a copy of the final restoration plans have been requested from CCllr Grove and also from County Hall but with no response from either.
f.

To note the deteriorating condition of the noticeboard and to discuss ongoing maintenance of all parish noticeboards, including that at the Peace Hall.

The following works will be required in order to maintain these facilities before winter sets in:

- new lock or, at least cleaning and levelling of the cabinet doors, so that the lock actually works.

- paint stripping, resealing and re-painting on cabinet outer casing

- new pin boards inside casing
- new pins

Cllr Jones agreed to assess each board and provide a quote for repair, including that of the board at The Peace Hall. Members declined the expense of an official sign be put on the noticeboard saying "Grimley Parish Council".
The Clerk to provide a replacement copy of the byelaws for all relevant noticeboards.

141/16
Sinton Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To discuss public facilities, including the public phone box, exploration of provision of a defibrillator in combination with life buoy storage.

Cllr Marsh provided a briefing and confirmed that BT are already in the process of consulting with the County and District Council as to removing the phone box entirely, since it has not been used by members of the public in the past year. The empty booth could be allowed to be removed, or could be purchased by the Parish Council for £1 and used to store a defibrillator and also as housing for the life buoy already agreed to be installed at the nearby pond.

The Clerk advised that defibrillators placed in rural areas are potentially life-saving equipment that can be used by untrained persons whilst waiting for an ambulance to arrive. The ambulance waiting time for Sinton Green is often 25 minutes or more. An electric shock applied within the first ten minutes of a stroke reportedly often saves 80% of bodily function. The Clerk also informed Members that no budget currently exists for this expense and that much would have to be obtained through fund raising etc. Both points are to be considered by Members. Members decided to defer this item until all points in the project brief provided by Cllr Marsh could be digested.
b.

To note progress being made by residents/owners to maintain ditches and hedges in vicinity of New Inn. 
The Clerk reported that Paul Green at MHDC has been informed that debris cleared from the ditch has been piled up on the side of the road in an unsightly manner. Mr Green is to conduct a site visit in the next fortnight. Under the Land Drainage Act, land owners must carry out their riparian responsibility but there can be no enforcement as to where they choose to place the spoil IF the watercourse is clear. Members instructed the Clerk to ask the Lengthsman to remove the debris, preventing future drain blockage.
142/16
Highways & Footpaths - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
To note that the missing footpath right of way marker at Holywards farm has been reported to Highways.

Duly noted.

b.

To note that the hole in the pavement along the A443 has been repaired.

Duly noted.

143/16
Reports from Representatives - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.
Peace Hall Management Committee.

Cllr Ayers reported that Film Night has been moved to a Friday to see if attendance improves. The notice board was reported as being in a poor state of repair. Cllr Jones is to include this in the latest project to maintain parish council notice boards.
b.

Ball Mill (Tarmac) Quarry Liaison Committee.

i. To note the election of Mr Mike Saunders to the Liaison Committee as community representative.

Cllr Woodhouse had previously given his apologies. Members passed their congratulations to Mr Saunders. The minutes of the previous liaison meeting had been distributed to Members, who had no comments to make. Cllr Stanley is to provide the liaison committee with a copy of the Parish Council Sustainability Assessment.
c.

Grimley Smaller Charities 
Cllr Woodhouse had previously given his apologies.
The Clerk was instructed to follow up the Church Commissioners on possibilities for provision of allotments.

144/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.

b.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

The Clerk was instructed to ask the Lengthsman to clear the top of the ditch alongside the New Inn Sinton Green of debris.
Discussion took place as to the blocked culvert in Monkwood Green, opposite the Heamus property. Cllr Lewis is to inspect this.

To note that Mr Skeys has been instructed to further tidying up of weeds and nettles at the Grimley noticeboard and along that hedge into the village.

Duly noted.

145/16     General Finance.

a.

Notification of successful completion of external audit 2015/16. 

NB. The Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements and the External Auditor Certificate and report have been published on the WCC Parish Council website: 
http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish
Copies of the above audit documents are available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum, for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit dated 16 September 2016.

NBB. The Clerk will now proceed with claiming back VAT for the 2015/16 financial year.

b.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule
c.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members accepted the previously circulated bank reconciliations for June, July & August without comment and it was duly signed by the Deputy Chair.
d.

To consider purchase of a projector and screen to assist with paperless procedures during meetings.

Other parish councils seem to favour an Epsom projector plus stand approx. £399.99. Resolution 1280x800. The screen at the Peace Hall is often not available and so this would need to be purchases also. The Clerk was instructed to consider this as part of the 2017/18 budget.
146/16  
Correspondence not dealt with elsewhere - To note received correspondence already circulated to Cllrs, or available for inspection at the meeting.

a.
a. Ball Mill Liaison Group Minutes 19 July 2016

b. Malvern Hills Parish News Update July 2016

c. J. Parkers wholesale bulb catalogue

d. Countryside Voice (CPRE) magazine Summer 2016

e. Web oil information leaflet

f. Church Commissioners re Grimley Quarry

g. ICO Data Protection Registration confirmation and certificate for 2016/17. 

Ref: Z2846139. https://ico.org.uk
h. Copy of Lengthsman liability insurance cover for 2016/17, for PC records.

i. Natural England consent and permissions relating to Monkwood Green:

· Four traffic bollards outside Monks Hollow, Monkwood Green

· Life buoys on Monkwood Green (and Sinton Green) main ponds

· SSSI Management - interim vegetation works, strimming and hay making

· -  Grazing and erection of electric fence on SSSI
· -  Access tracks across common repair and maintenance.
j. Worcs Calc Autumn Parish Cllr Training events invitation

k. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine Sept 2016 Issue 107

l. Invoice 665-16 for payment 24th October, Duckworth Trust, one day’s labour, volunteer training on hand held strimmers and equipment loan, Monkwood Green SSSI. £96.00 (included £16.00 VAT). Our ref: GPC201630.

m. Invoice for payment 24th October, Grant Thornton UK LLP, external audit, £120 (including £20 VAT). Our ref: GPC201620.

n. Letter from RCA Regeneration advertising their ability to conduct Parish Housing Needs surveys. 

147/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
· Grimley village flooding
· Sinton Green phone box and defibrillator

148/16     Dates for diary.

a.

a. MHDC Training Session 1: S106 and CIL update: Thursday 17th November: Venue: Council Chamber, Malvern. 

DCllr advised that this training was not currently relevant to Grimley parish, since no large scale developments are planned.
b. MHDC Training Session 2:  Flood Risk and Drainage – FRA’s and SuDs: 23rd Feb 2017, Venue: Council Chamber, Malvern. To be attended by Cllrs Stanley & Taft. 

c. CALC AGM & Parish Conference, County Hall Worcester, Wednesday 26th October. 
Cllr Davies unable to attend. Cllr Marsh to attend.
d. Clerk financial training, provided by WCALC, 31st October.

e. Clerks gathering and networking, hosted by WCALC, 3rd November.

f. Nora Parsons Centre AGM – September 21st. 
No Cllr was available to attend.
 149/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

Monday 24th October 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 
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Clerk

Clerk




	Simon Skeys
	Lengthsman duties, May, June, July & Aug 2016
	713.00
	VAT nil

	Simon Skeys
	Sinton Green Mowing. Invoices 85, 96, 01 & 08. Parish Council Order No: GPC201601
	455.00
	VAT nil

	Simon Skeys
	Fallen tree removal Sinton Green. Invoice 08. Parish Council Order No: GPC201625
	100.00
	VAT nil

	SME Solicitors
	Registration of Monkwood Green & Sinton Green with Land registry - Interim Invoice No: 161580. Parish Council Order No: GPC201616
	1346.40
	VAT 224.40

	Grimley Peace Hall Foundation
	Hire of Peace Hall Sept 2015 – Sept 2016

Invoice 007. Parish Council Order No: GPC201621
	250.00
	VAT nil

	Duckworth Worcestershire Trust
	Donation to replace stolen equipment. Parish Council Order No: GPC201632
	396.00
	VAT 66.00

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages [August] (£350.08), 1 month expenses (£86.68) plus annual salary increment backdated to April 2016 (£52.88)
	489.64
	VAT nil


Chair     ...........................
(24th October 2016)

