At a Meeting of Lower Broadheath Parish Council

 Held in the Village Hall on Monday 1st February 2016 at 7.30pm

Present: Mrs. B. Beard (Chairman)                
              Mr. M.Wedd (Vice Chairman)              
              Mr. R. Bass 

 Mr. S Beard  
              Mrs. A. Carver           
              Mrs J. Davison
              Mrs J. Faiers   
 Mr N. Griffiths
 Mr. J. Steel   
 Mrs M. Warfield    
 Mr. M.Wattis
 Cllr D Chambers 

 Cllr D Godwin
 Cllr P Grove           
 Mr. M. Davis – Clerk

Apologies: None
Declaration of Interests: Mrs Beard declared an interest in the proposed sports field. 
Minutes: It was proposed by Mrs Faiers, seconded Mr. Wedd and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th January 2016 having been circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

County Councillor’s report: Cllr Grove reported that Cllr Simon Geraghty was leader and Cllr Anthony Blagg deputy leader following Adrian Hardman’s resignation. He reported the great financial pressure the county was subject to. There is likely to be an increase of 3.94% in the county budget precept. £500 was available from his local fund for a suitable project within the village. The footpath resurface on Martley Road from the Church to the Post Office should be completed by April 2016.

District Councillors’ report: Cllr Chambers reported that the rolling 5 year strategic plan should be approved shortly. Training in the implementation of the CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) would be available for parish councillors in October. The SWDP was likely to be approved by April. 
Matters arising from the minutes of the 4th January 2016:  

Public Rights of Way and Footpaths:  Some stile repairs had been identified and would be addressed shortly.
Highways: No report.         




 
Allotments: The Gate fence post on the corner of no 8 plot adjacent to the boule court requires replacement and instructions have been issued for a replacement to be installed. The padlock on the internal 5 bar gate has broken a replacement will be purchased using the same set of numbers to open. Issues with boundary path trees were discussed with councillors and it was agreed to ask all plot holders to ensure trees and saplings are regularly pruned to prevent problems in later years. 

Anti Social Behaviour:  A report from Sarah Ransome-Williams concerning covert police activity in the area was read to the meeting.
Village Hall: The draft agreement to loan the hall committee £7,000 to fund a new boiler was signed by the chairman and clerk. The chairman of the hall management committee would be asked to sign the agreement so that the loan could be made at the next meeting.
SWDP: See MHDC members report. 
Broadheath Common: Mr Wedd reported that, with the Lord of the Manor’s agreement, a load of stone had been used to fill a hole on the edge of the common in Sling Lane.
Vicarage Green: It was agreed that Mr Steel would provide an estimate to complete the path across the Vicarage Green.
Defribrillators: The clerk reported that no further BHF funding was available until April. Mr Bass was asked to discuss the purchase of defibrillators with Lee Huxley. 
Purchase of land / MUGA: It was proposed Mr Wedd, seconded Mr Wattis and resolved to approve the expenditure of approximately £2,600 to fund architectural proposals for the sports field scheme. 
Suspension of Standing Orders: Mr Bennett reported that a neighbouring house in Peachley Lane had been left empty for about 18 years and was a health hazard. Cllr Chambers asked Mr Bennett to email him the details so that he could ask a senior district council officer to endeavour to resolve the issue.
Correspondence:  No report. 

Planning applications for consideration: Applications

	Application No.
	Address
	Type of work
	Comments By

	15/01777/OUT
	Land off Martley Road
	Outline application with all matters reserved for a residential development of up to 4 dwellings and an equestrian stables and yard
	Recommend Refusal see1*

	15/01779/FUL
	Land off Hallow Lane
	Construction of agricultural storage building
	Recommend approval

	15/01756/HOU
	2 Crown East Lane
	Two storey side and single storey rear extension 
	Recommend approval

	16/00090/HOU
	Enigma House,                  Crown East Lane
	Detached car port to front of dwelling house
	Recommend approval

	15/01588/OUT
	Land at Broad Lee,          Oldbury Road
	Outline application for 18 houses and 8 flats with all matters reserved except for access and layout, with new access on to Oldbury Road
	There are existing flooding and drainage issues at this site. Recommend approval subject to the flooding and drainage issues being resolved.

	16/00137/OUT
	Land off Martley Road
	Outline application for up to 29 dwellings with all matters except access reserved.
	Recommend Refusal see2*


1* The site is not sustainable being in open countryside outside the settlement boundary. The proposed access will constitute a serious hazard on a section of road with high actual traffic speeds. There is ample provision of the type of dwelling proposed within the village with a need for smaller and affordable homes.  There is concern that the document s accompanying the application refer to a further 50 utility points on land adjacent to the application, indicating plans for future expansion of the site.  Under the SWDP the parish is already allocated in excess of 1500 dwellings.
2* The proposed development is in the significant gap between the village and Worcester and was previously rejected for this reason as part of the Strategic Land assessment.

There is concern about the ability to provide a safe vehicular access onto Martley Road.

There is over provision of housing based on the village survey.

There is concern about the capacity of the foul sewer. The location of the proposed pumping station floods and if this fails is likely to result foul sewage being discharged into the flood water.
	There is need for a mixture of size and type of homes with a greater emphasis on affordable homes.
Date of Next meeting:  Monday 7th March 2016 at 7.30pm.
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