

ELMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 17TH MARCH 2016 IN ELMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 PM



Present:
Councillors
Roger Clift (Chairman)







Ann Carter (Vice Chairman)

Bernard Brown

Andrew Halfpenny
Tim Ireson




In Attendance:

Sylvia Clift (Clerk)








District Cllr. Tony Miller







Ms Donna Quinn (for ‘phone box item)


1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Charles Caddick and Barbara Talbot, District Cllr. Lynn Duffy and County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield.

  Cutnall Green Telephone Kiosk


Ms Donna Quinn wished to use the decommissioned ‘phone box on the A442 in Cutnall Green as a Community Book Exchange. Books suitable for adults would be supplied by a book recycling project in Droitwich and she would assume responsibility for all maintenance and care of the kiosk. Ownership of the ‘phone box would be transferred from Wychavon DC to the Parish Council at no cost, and Wychavon DC would supply details of regulations regarding paint, glass, etc., and a legal agreement.


Councillors agreed to support this initiative and made £60 available for materials. The Clerk would make the necessary arrangements with Wychavon.
2. Police Report

The Report detailed 4 burglaries, theft of a trailer, theft of a mobile phone, and there had also been criminal damage to cabling in New Road, Cutnall Green.
3. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr. Tim Ireson declared an interest in Item 8.2
4. Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st January 2016 


The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. 

Matters arising
5.1. Queen’s 90th Birthday (Item 10.2) 
The Friends of Elmbridge were willing to organise a celebration in the form of a Barbeque to be held at the Village Hall at 12 noon on Saturday 11th June. Some assistance with funding would be requested and Councillors agreed to make £250 available.

5.2 Minutes to Neighbouring Parish Councils (Item 5.2) Minutes would be sent to Rushock and Elmley Lovett.

6.  General 
6.1 Lengthsman Update. 
The Lengthsman had carried out the following work 
· Silt and leaves had been cleared from drains in Elmbridge Lane and Addis Lane, Crown Lane and Broad Alley.
· An overgrown hedge had been cut down between Foster Drive and New Road.
· Grips had been dug out in Watery Lane.


The jetter was required for Tanglewood junction drain. The Clerk would requisition.


David Miles had notified the Council of an increase in his hourly rate, £13 to £15 per hour. Current funding for the Lengthsman (£2053) would mean that a contribution of £466 would be needed from the Parish Council in order to maintain the current level of service. This had not been budgeted for. Councillors agreed to reduce the Lengthsman’s hours from 14 to 12 per month which would reduce the Council’s contribution to £180 per annum. This would be reconsidered in November when a new budget would be prepared.
6.2 Highways.

· Some potholes had been repaired in Crown Lane.

· The signpost on the A442 junction with Clattercut Lane would be replaced.
· The HGV warning sign at The Knoll was thought to be accurately positioned.
· The VA sign had been placed on the A442.
The Clerk would notify Highways about potholes in Elmbridge Green Lane and tree roots in Elmbridge Lane.
6.3 New Home Bonus

The SmartWater proposal had received much community support and the application for funding had been sent to Wychavon. A decision would be made at the Localism and Community Panel on 8th April.


7. Finance

7.1 Current Balance


The balance on the Current Account was £13082.75
7.2 Payments

            The following payments were approved


Elmbridge Village Hall            £12.00 (Room Hire)
D
David Miles
     £182.00 (Lengthsman)


S Clift
     £526.72 (Clerk’s Salary)

HMRC
     £131.60 (PAYE Tax)


S Clift
       £32.50 (Clerk’s Expenses, October to March)


R K Clift
       £59.48 (Annual Computer Expenses - ink and paper)


R K Clift
       £50.98 (SmartWater Leaflets)

8. Planning
8.1 St Mary’s PCC. Permission sought for an outbuilding in the churchyard containing a WC. A draft response objecting to the proposal was approved. 
8.2 Treetops Barn, Elmbridge Lane. Certificate of Lawfulness granted for a greenhouse in the garden.
8.3 5 The Green, Cutnall Green.
Retrospective permission applied for a front porch and canopy over bay window.

8.4 Broadfield Farm. Permission sought to demolish barns and erect a replacement workshop.
8.5 Bredon View, Kidderminster Road, Cutnall Green. Approval granted for single storey rear extension and first floor rear extension. 
8.6 Cutnall Green Tea Rooms. A letter of support in favour of extended opening hours had been sent to Wychavon.

9. Correspondence

A list detailing 29 items of correspondence and relevant emails was circulated to Councillors. In addition several update emails had been received from CALC.

10. Items of Interest

10.1 Severn Trent had carried out a Water and Drainage Survey at The Knoll which had included the Charity Field.
10.2 Cllr. Barbara Talbot was to have an operation. The Clerk would organise a card and flowers.
10.3 County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield had been hospitalised. The Clerk would organise a card and gift.

10.4 Peter Tomlinson had been selected as the prospective County Cllr. for the Conservative Party in this ward. He would visit parish councils with County Cllr. Maurice Broomfield.
10.5 Cornshire Field Farm. 2 Enforcement Officers had visited unannounced and found no infringements. Any illegal activities could be reported to Crime Stoppers.

10.6 Cllr. Ann Carter asked about the limits of permitted development rights.


11. Next meeting


Wednesday 25th May 2016 at 7.30pm in Elmbridge Village Hall.

Annual General Meeting followed by Normal Business Meeting and ALP Trust AGM and meeting.


Future dates arranged were:



Thursday 21st July 2016

Thursday 15th September 2016 


Thursday 17th November 2016
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