	
	KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 21st March  2016 at 7.45pm at Trimpley Village Hall

	
	Present   Councillor C Grainger
                Councillor Mrs. L. Green

                Councillor Mr. G. Yarranton
                Councillor Mrs. C Gammond 
                Councillor Mr. J. Gammond              
	Councillor Mr. B. Phillips
Councillor Mr. R Jennings

1 member of the public was present.
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)
PCSO Nathan Chater  

	1.
	Police Report – Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond gave a brief resume of items of note.  Fly Tipping still remains a problem.  Cost to the taxpayer is very high in removing fly tipped rubbish. Councillor Yarranton stated that until permits are more readily available, fly tipping will continue.  Various suspicious incidents were given in a report by Mrs Gammond.
PCSO Nathan Chater in attendance gave a report.  Of the suspicious vehicles noted locally, all checked out.  Could some of the frequent sightings of vehicles be delivery men?
Cllr. Yarranton discussed parking in the bus stop by the Black Boy in Wribbenhall.
Cllr. Grainger asked about tracking devices for trailers and horse boxes.

	2
	Public Open Forum  - Motorcycles were abusing Hollies Lane.  Signs saying it is a restricted byway have not been put up, and therefore it is difficult to stop them.

	3.
	Apologies for Absence – all present.  No apologies.

	4.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Mrs. C. Gammond declared an interest re the Village Hall, being committee member.  Cllr. Yarranton advised he was Vice Chairman of the District Council Planning committee, and as such reserved the right to change his opinion on planning matters should new information be submitted by Officers.  Cllr. Ben Phillips declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to the Churchyard Grant.  Cllr Grainger declared an interest in any items relating to Riddings Brook.

	5.


	Approval of the Minutes The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th February  2016 were approved and signed after some minor amendments.

	6.
	District and County Councillor Reports inc. progress reports on other matters
Items reported for attention by District or County Council by Cllr. Yarranton and other items of matters arising..

· Speed measurement wires in Trimpley – Average mean speed in Trimpley checked at 39 mph.  This would not be considered excessive speed.
· Charging VA Sign Batteries – Batteries still taking an inordinate amount of time to recharge.  Clerk and Cllr. Phillips to source new charger.
· Road cracks / subsidence in Hoarstone Lane – reported.  Cllr. C. Gammond asked Cllr. Yarranton if County Council highways could be address this whilst Hoarstone Lane is shut from 29th March.

Investigation to be undertaken as to where the water was coming from.
· Fly Tipping removed at Mary Moors and Wassell Wood.
· Potholes in Low Habberley reported – one just below Mount Pool and another one just below the village sign. 
· Blue Badges  - There is a need to apply on line to the County Council.  This could be a problem to some elderly people.   Cllr. Yarranton would report to the next meeting.  

· Village Signs – Check to be made about including on Parish Council insurance, as they were costly to replace.  

· Crundalls Lane – only part swept, and it will be addressed at a later date. 

· Drain in Low Habberley (near to the recently emptied drainage pot) – completely blocked with sand.  Lengthsman to attend, and see if they can free it.

· Village Sign at Low Habberley – verge is being eroded, due to dog walkers parking there, and is vulnerable to being hit by passing traffic.   Discussion took place as to whether it needed moving.  Lengthsman and Councillor Phillips to look at moving the sign back towards the hedge.
· Superfast Broadband -  now available in parts of the parish.  However, Clerk tabled information about a grant towards satellite connection for those areas where it would be unavailable.


	
	PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) Previous planning applications 
15/0681 - : Retention of Actiflow Pilot Plant and associated infrastructure for a period of two years at SEVERN TRENT WATER TREATMENT PLAN, 1 EYMORE GREEN, TRIMPLEY, BEWDLEY, DY121PL
Awaiting decision

16/0004 – Change of use – Sandy Lane Livery & Stables to dog training and dog day-care units.
Awaiting decision
16/0041/EIA – Construction of Powder Activated Carbon Dosing Unit and alterations to the Pump House at Trimpley Reservoir  by Severn Trent Water
Awaiting decision
It was noted that the District Council notice about this application had been posted on a gate not belonging to Severn Trent, and therefore misled people about the actual location.
b) New Applications considered

16/0073 Sunnyside, Severn Meadow, Northwood Lane – Single Storey Side Extension

Comment: “No objections and recommend approval” 

16/0145 – Severn Lodge, Severn Meadow, Northwood Lane – Extensions and alterations

Comment: “No objections and recommend approval”
c) Compliance Issues /Appeals.
i)  Easter Cottage -          )  Both of these properties were being investigated by 
ii) Crundalls Cottage –    )  District Council Enforcement Officers.  Nothing new to report.
iii)Trimpley Green Farm – A report had been lodged that the barn conversions were not being built in accordance with the approved plans.  Planning Officers would visit and check. (Proposed garage now appears to have become part of the dwelling area.)
d) Permitted Development – with particular reference to the Solar Park at Trimpley Reservoir
The clerk and councillors Mrs. C. Gammond and L. Green had attended the joint Local CALC / Parish Forum where this matter had been discussed.  Clerk had addressed the meeting, tabling a cautionary report stating how this large application had been “decided” last September under permitted development parameters, and would go ahead.  Parish Councils are not informed of permitted development applications or decisions, and  it had only been when the development was commencing just before the start of February that the parish council had become aware of the solar park at all.  Parish Councillors were only then able to make the developers and the applicant aware of the fact that the development was taking place across the Severn Way (a recreational definitive ROW) and also over an historic moated settlement site.  It would also be very visible from the viewpoint on the other side of the river in Seckley wood, and the access road was very close to an SSSI. 

District Council Officer John Baggott gave a presentation to the Joint Parish Forum meeting showing the intracacies of permitted development.  He also advised that agreed legal PPG (Planning Policy Guidelines) do not have to be followed in developments which fall under the permitted development umbrella.  This left many at the meeting shocked at what could take place without any reference to local opinion or view.  

Clerk had written to the MP about this, but despite an acknowledgment, had not received a detailed reply.  

Of further and more basic concern, was the lack of prior information that could have been given to the parish from the District Council  or Severn Trent about this development – both of whom could have advised the Parish from the outset, even if they could not/ would not stop it going ahead.     
There was little now that could be done – and indeed the project was well under way. 

e) Creation of Pools at Holbeache
A letter had been received from Michael Clarke who proposed to create two pools (one was an former pool which had silted up) on Holbeache Farm to catch run off water from the farmyard and sheds, to clean it before discharge into the local watercourse leading to the river.  Severn Trent were offering a grant to do this, but required a letter of support to accompany the application from the local Parish.  Clllrs considered the matter, and it was agreed that the Clerk should draft and send a letter of support.  

	8.
	Progress Reports / Correspondence, and other Outstanding Items

BT Cover – Mary Moors – Clerk had chased this up – but heard nothing. To follow up. 
Power Cuts –Clerk received a very technically confusing response from Western Power Distribution about the number of power cuts experienced.  Basically, they felt that the majority of cuts were down to severe weather conditions, but some “voltage dips were thought to be due to auto-reclosing of circuit breakers due to transient faults”. The letter which the clerk read out did not really address the issues raised.

Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations
Official Beacon for– 21st April – at Grey Green Farm being lit at 8.00p.m. being organised by Cllr. C. Grainger.  Councillors invited. 

Street party being considered by the Village Hall/Club Committee for 11th June.  
Details would be discussed at the next Village Hall meeting.

Severn Trent – it was noted that Hoarstone Lane (top section) would be closed from 29th March for replacement of water mains.  It was with some annoyance that road closure signs had been incorrectly positioned on the lane to Low Habberley, causing much local confusion.
Smartwater - roll out to households in the Parish – Clerk had arranged for Michael Simpson – Project Manager of “We don’t buy Crime” to come to the Annual Meeting on 16th May at 7.30pm to talk to Councillors about Smartwater, and possible funding from West Mercia Police. H

	9.
	Localism - Litter Picking – 
The scheme had been working well.   Clerk had checked with Archers, and they were happy to continue with the contract.  Clerk had received details of funding from the District Council for the next three years (a 3-year contract) but had gone back to them, since there had been no mention of the Village Hall commercial contract payable for siting of the bin.  Clerk still awaiting a reply about this.  It was reported that the Village Hall bin was being emptied about once a month – although this was proving to be adequate.  

	10.
	Lengthsman – 
Invoice tabled and approved for remaining balance of £405.
Wild flowers – it was agreed that the lengthsmen should prepare the beds, as last year, to take wild flower seed to be purchased by the Chairman.

	11.
	Items for Newsletter : Church Fete – 3rd July at Holbeache 12 noon start;  keeping dogs on leads where there are young lambs, and not walking on crops.  Thanks to residents in Low Habberley who had put their road speed signs on their wheelie bins.  Flytipping.
Clerk would incorporate these items into the newsletter for distribution in April.

	12.


	Financial Reports .
a) Cheques signed :
Clerk’s PAYE - £56.40
S. Archer – Lengthsman’s work - £405
Trimpley Village Hall – Hire of Room - £65
Clerk’s expenses - £176.12

	13.

	CALC & Other Correspondence
a) Media Training – (How to deal with the press) - Clerk had asked CALC about this, but nothing has yet been sent back, except a guidance note.

	14.
	Other Matters
Spring flowering bulbs were flowering and looking good.  

	15.
	Date of Next Meeting  –  18th April  at 7.30p.m. Annual Parish Meeting.
Meeting closed at 9.55 p.m.
Chairman  : _________________________________________ 
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