

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22 March 2016.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mrs A Jones, Mr B Porter, Mr G Jones, Mr P Hawkins, 

Mr K Suttill

In attendance:   Ms S Rouse (District Cllr – part meeting), Mr P Tuthill (County councillor – part meeting)



Mr A Warburton (District councillor – part meeting), Mrs L Somervaille, J Barker (clerk)


2 members of the public (part meeting)
15/16
Apologies
There were apologies from Mr M Gloster, Mr P King, 
16/16
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 

None
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 
None
Open Forum
Mr Ralph asked what the chairman and Mr Tuthill were doing walking around the village. The chairman explained they had been looking at possible items for s106 funding. Mr Ralph’s suggestion of a bus shelter was noted.

Mrs Somervaille (CAB representative)

Mrs Somervaille gave an update on her work as the local CAB community liaison representative. There is now a network of volunteers and a regular session at Knightwick GP surgery which has proved very successful. She drew attention to the Rural Communities Programme that has already been introduced in Wychavon and is now being rolled out in Malvern Hills. It focusses on building strong community links, particularly for older or vulnerable residents, and requires the involvement of the parish council. 
The chairman thanked Ms Somervaille for the work she is doing and it was agreed the parish council would obtain further information on involvement in the Rural Communities Programme.
The parish council meeting was reconvened.
17/16
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 January were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Suttill, and approved unanimously.
18/16
Reports from representatives of other bodies:
a) Worcestershire County Council 
Councillor Tuthill provided updates on various items including the Energy from Waste scheme, Carrington causeway, the Newland development and s106. He also noted new schemes to repair ruts at the side of the road caused by wide farm vehicles and to minimise the closure of roads during work by utility companies.
The following highways matters were noted:

· Several areas on the A4103 had been marked out for repair but not dealt with, and the contractors had left before the scheduled eight days. Cllr Tuthill agreed to follow up with Mr Brienza.

· Damaged manhole cover by the speed camera in Leigh Sinton. The matter to be reported on the hub.

· Flooding on the A4103. Investigation has shown the pipe to be damaged and an attempt will be made to repair it and re-route it across Bank House land to the lake. The chairman requested that Cllr Tuthill put pressure on the highways department to enhance the culvert under Chapel Lane which will be put under additional pressure when the new houses are built on the Bank House site. Following discussion it was clarified that no condition to enhance drainage was included in the decision notice on the basis that there will be no greater run off from the new houses than already exists.
· Dangerous ruts at the side of the road between Leigh Church and Leigh Bridge. To be reported on the hub.

b) Malvern Hills District Council

Councillor Warburton reported that the 5 Year Plan has been issued – though how much is actioned will depend upon available funding/ developers etc.
The SWDP has been formally accepted and should end speculative development – though this will depend on the availability of a 5 year land supply.

A consultation paper to identify possible future sites for travellers and gypsies has been issued. Although there are no sites affecting the parish the site opposite New Inn just over the Herefordshire border was noted.
19/16
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Request for signage to Bransford at Powick traffic lights

The signs are now up.
2) Overhanging hedges – A4103 - Black & White Cottages, Bank House to Chapel Lane & Opposite Lynn Close turning
The Black & White cottages hedge has been cut back, as has the Bank House to Chapel Lane hedge, and the ditch is being looked at. Lynn Close hedge is still outstanding.
3) Overhanging hedges – Suckley Road and Sherridge Lane
      Suckley Road hedge is not yet resolved. In Sherridge Lane a small section 50 yards from the                  T junction is overhanging. Mr Jones to speak to the resident – otherwise, the clerk to contact by letter.
4) Blocked drains – Sherridge Road and opposite The Fox

Mr Brienza has told the chairman this will be dealt with within the next two weeks.
5) Ditch clearance – Leigh Road

 The chairman has spoken with the South Worcestershire Drainage Partnership representative who will take up the matter with Mr Tooby.
6) Pothole repairs

 
 The issue is ongoing.
7) Parking issues in Leigh Sinton


 The matter is ongoing. Enforcement is a matter for the District Council. The steps outside no. 4 Sommers Terrace have been  reduced and this has increased the available pavement width there.
8) A4103/B4104 junction

The issue is ongoing.

The County and District Councillors left the meeting at this point and Mr Seymour took over as chairman for the item on planning.
20/16
Planning
a) Minutes of the planning meeting held on 23 February 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Suttill and accepted unanimously.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters
Planning application 16/00177/PDU – regulatory services have requested further information.
c) Planning applications received 
	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Notes

	15/37
	16/00178/FUL
	Erection of a single dwelling and associated landscaping and access and change of use from agricultural land to equestrian use including erection of stable and store building
	Land at Ashfields
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DH
	Approval proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Hawkins, agreed unanimously
	Note 1.

	15/38
	16/00387/FUL
	Erection of stables; American and Hay Barn, installation of horse walker, use of riding area and existing hay barn as commercial business. Amended highway and associated hard standing
	Springbrook Farm
Lower Interfields

Malvern

WR14 1UU
	Approval proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Sharp, agreed unanimously.
	Arrived after agenda posted


Note 1. Response to request that the footpath be maintained – as per the comment by the Ramblers Association on the MHDC website. Also to request that District Councillors call the application in for discussion at the NADCM to ensure officers do not oppose it on the grounds on sustainability.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC
15/01759/HOU

Torridon

Increase ridge and eaves
 height

Approval
16/00230/HOU

Laburnum Cottage
Extension



Approval

16/00163/HOU

Crowcroft House
Extension and porch


Approval

e) Neighbourhood plan update

Mr King had given apologies and supplied a written update, drawing attention to the following:

· The need for feedback on the questionnaire results – from both the public and the parish council. It was agreed that this should be a major item at the next planning meeting. 
· A meeting with community groups to discuss s106 projects has been organised. 

· Parish council representation at the community meeting and with the NDP process was requested.

· The NDP group have met with flooding/drainage and ecology staff at WCC and there will be further workshop training.

  It was agreed that Mr Sharp and Mr Seymour would attend the community meeting once the date was known and that representation on the NDP group would be considered once the two vacancies on the council were filled.

  The clerk to provide hard copies of the questionnaire to Mr G Jones and Mrs A Jones.

21/16
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Allotment provision 
The next stage is to gauge the level of local interest. NDP questionnaire results to be reviewed at the next planning meeting and if there is interest shown an item to be included in The Sphere.

b) Dangerous trees – land near Leigh Church
The chairman has spoken with the landowner.
c) Dog fouling – Leigh Sinton

      The problem is ongoing. The area from Hop Pole Green to Castle Green Farm is a particular    problem and it was decided a litter bin at the location would help people clean up after their dogs. The clerk to order a bin.

It was decided that a list of existing bin locations also be compiled to ensure the refuse collectors know their locations and empty them regularly. Councillors were asked to email the chairman with details of bins in their local area.

d) Fallen tree by power sub-station
The matter has been dealt with.
e) Re-design of parish website
The re-design is ongoing. High quality photographs of the parish are needed.
f) Update re s106 funding

 
  The list of suggestions for highways improvements has been provided to Councillor Tuthill.

Possible improvements to community facilities were discussed. A footpath linking Leigh Sinton to the Memorial Hall, tennis courts, outdoor exercise equipment and a playing field off Sherridge Road were discussed. It was decided that a range of options should be put before the parish. Mr Seymour to investigate the cost of installing the footpath; Mr Sharp to investigate the options relating to the exercise equipment and playing field.
g) Clean for the Queen arrangements

Equipment has been booked for the weekend of 23/24 April and details will be circulated closer to the date. Areas needing cleaning were discussed; Sherridge Road and the area outside the shop were highlighted as particular problems. The issue of insurance was raised – particularly as many of the local roads have no adjacent footway – the clerk to check.
22/16
Applications for co-option 

Three applications had been received, from Mr Michael David Faraday, Mr Phillip Derrick Ralph and Mr Richard Geoffrey Nash. Mr Ralph and Mr Nash were present at the meeting and left the room whilst the parish council deliberated. 

The candidate’s application forms were read out in alphabetical order. They were then considered and a vote taken by show of hands.

Mr M D Fereday – 5 votes in favour to 2 against


Mr R G Nash – 7 votes in favour to 0 against


Mr P D Ralph – 2 votes in favour to 5 against


Mr Fereday and Mr Nash were duly co-opted to the parish council. 

23/16
Quote for grass cutting – Bransford play area

A quote for cutting the grass at Bransford play area for £36 per cut had been received from Mr P Gardiner. Mr Seymour proposed the quote be accepted, Mr Sharp seconded and it was agreed unanimously.

24/16
Request for financial support to install new heating system – Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

A request for additional funding towards the installation of a new heating system at the Memorial Hall had been received. The matter was discussed and it was agreed that the clerk should write back to hall chairman Mr Gamble requesting further information, indicating that the parish council would look upon such a scheme favourably. 
25/16
Finance

a) Accounts paid – meeting 23.02.16

S Rouse

Re-imbursement – hall hire re NDP

£60.00

BGS

VAS – January




£49.00


BGS

Lengthsman – January



£222.00


J Barker

Re-imbursement - Norton 360


£69.99


Viking

Office supplies




£37.45


J Barker
Clerk
February




£716.02

b) Accounts passed for payment

BGS

Lengthsman & VAS – February


£340.50

J Barker

Clerk – March




£712.78


Post Office
HMRC – Q4




£35.22


NALC

LCR subscription



£17.00

Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Porter and agreed unanimously. 


The chairman questioned the need to pay employers NI contributions for the clerk and agreed to look into the matter.


b)  Balances

Current account
(at 29.02.2016)





£27,778.92



Savings account
(at 29.02.2016)





£4,874.24


Projected balance at year end (excluding cost of website upgrade

£30,343.32

and new notice boards – with these included £26,957.20)
26/16   Reports of committees and working groups
a. Footpath working Group 
The fallen trees near Crowcroft have now been cleared. The dangerous bridge on footpath 666c near Coles Green has been removed but not replaced as yet. 

The parish footpath booklet will be updated over the next year.

Mr Porter had reported the damaged footpath sign on Leigh Road – report no. 6886249.

b. Memorial Hall 
The new website, allowing booking and payment to be made online, will be active soon.

A new parish council representative for the Memorial Hall committee will be selected at the next meeting.
27/16
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

There have been complaints about material being burnt at the scrap business on Suffield Close. Fortis 
Housing are investigating the matter.

The grass verge outside Elmhurst Farm is being badly churned up by builder’s vehicles. The chairman to 
contact the planning officer concerned for advice. 

The white ‘village’ gates are dirty and losing impact. The chairman to ask the Lengthsman to clean 
them.


An enquiry has been received regarding the cutting back of trees at the entrance to Orchard Way. Mr 
Seymour to investigate.

28/16
Date and time of next meeting 


Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 26 April, Parish Council and Annual meeting 24 May, both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Annual parish meeting – provisionally Tuesday 10 May, 7.00pm at The Fold


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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