Minutes of Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council Annual General Meeting

held at Severn Stoke Parish Hall on 26 May 2016 t 8pm

Present:
Cllrs Watkins, Garrard, Halling, Hodson, Male, Preston, Hanmer, Addis, Talbot, Keating Nash and Hadley.  Dist Cllrs Harrison and Michael.  County Councillor Sutton.

In attendance:
Clerk Mrs L Gower 
1 Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office  Cllr Preston proposed Cllr Stephen Watkins for Chairman and Cllr Male proposed Cllr Hanmer, a secret ballot took place, Clerk reviewed results with Cllr Harrison to verify Cllr Watkins voted as Chairman, Cllr Watkins signed the Declaration of Office for Chairman.
2 To consider apologies and to approve reasons for absence – Cllr Williams, County Cllr Sutton.                             Reasons approved.

3 Election of Offices 
a. Vice Chairman  Cllr Watkins proposed Cllr Preston, seconded Cllr Garrard. Unanimously agreed.  b. Staffing Committee  Agreed to remain the same, Cllr Addis as Chair.

                    

c. Parish Council Representative at Parish Hall meetings.  Agreed to remain the 
      

       same, Cllr Male and Hanmer.
4
Declarations of Interest:  None.

a. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 


b. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or an Other Disclosable Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) (b) of the Code of Conduct, must leave the room for the relevant items.

5
Minutes – to consider the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2016 Approval of the Minutes for proposed by Cllr Male, seconded by Cllr Hadley, unanimously agreed.
6
To note the Council’s Financial Regulations and discuss Insurance Renewal requirements:


Council may wish to delegate this to the Clerk.  Clerk will check over Financial Regulations and ask Councillor Talbot to review also.  Clerk has revised the insurance to take into account impact damage and the gates at High Green.  Proposer for acceptance of insurance renewal at a cost of £457.53 with Zurich Municipal, Cllr Hadley, seconded Cllr Addis.             

7
Finance



a.
To consider approval of the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 and signing of the Annual Return.  A discussion took place regarding the accounts, Cllr Male proposed the approval of the accounts, seconded by Cllr Talbot, unanimously agreed by all. Two sections of the Annual Return were reviewed and approval for Chairman to sign this was proposed by Cllr Talbot and seconded by Cllr Addis.              The Annual return was signed in both places.
          b.
Approval of invoices including renewal of CALC subscription. Zurich Municipal £457.53 Public Liability Insurance, Mr C R Bird £475.44 painting of railings, £192.00 Mr Simon Bott, Lengthsman hours, £330.67 Worcestershire CALC annual subscription, NPower £11.46 and £78.02 for electricity for Stonnall Close and Knights Hill.  Viking Direct £82.54 for stationery, ink.  £66.30 Mrs L Gower expenses (inc £25.50 Chairmans Allowance for gifts for High Green NT volunteers), £120 to MRs L Gower, reimbursement of payment for Green Waste bins for Lengthsman, £192 Westcotec batteries for VAS, £40.50 for Good Cous Guides from CALC and £29.94 to Katharine Adler for materials for NT installing High Green gates.  Approval of invoices and the renewal of CALC membership proposed for approved by Cllr Hadley, seconded by Cllr Hodson. 


c.
Appointment of Internal Auditor.  Clerk has contacted last year’s Internal Auditor, a Chartered Accountant from Uckinghall, he is happy to carry out the Annual Internal Audit for Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council.  Appointment proposed by Cllr Hanmer, seconded by Cllr Watkins.
8
Clerk’s Report including Highways issues and Lengthsman Scheme

General Admin of correspondence emails etc.  Minutes of last meeting.  Collecting Good Councillors Guides from Malvern.  All notice boards updated with agendas for Parish and AGM Parish Council, speakers invited and confirmed for Annual Meeting.  Street naming dept contacted re signs for Ham Lane and Church Lane, Severn Stoke, these have been installed.  Lorries reported to Tarmac from Cllr Williams going through Kinnersley. New laptop and software set up with parishioner.  Footpath issue at Madge Hill resolved as gates installed.  Discussion with owner The Old School House re non-determination of applications, asked Cllr Harrison to contact MHDC.  Emails to MHDC re Stonnall Close, also Greenbelt Company and Cllr Harrison, MHDC responded to Cllr Harrison, no further progress yet.
Highways Issues  Prysmian informed they have done inspections on street lighting and carried out repairs.  No invoice as yet.  Resurfacing work carried out throughout High Green and Kerswell Green.  WCC rep reviewed Severn Stoke bend with Clerk and Cllr Hanmer, Clerk sent photographs.  Emails from WCC re road surface at Clifton, road re-surfaced.  Gates for High Green obtained and built by Cllr Talbot, meeting with Cllrs and WCC Rep to decide locations, chasing WCC for village signs. Gates installed by volunteers from the National Trust.  Quotation accepted for painting of railings, work completed.  Clerk will log drains, Severn Stoke for jettings/cleaning
Lengthsman  

Cllr Hanmer and Clerk met Kempsey Lengthsman who is prepared to take over Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish, Lengthsman contact with County completed.  Lengthsman contract with new Lengthsman completed.  Clerk has met with Lengthsman on several occasions.  All signs etc got from previous Lengthsman, letter of thanks sent.  Lots to do at this time of year but Lengthsman will prioritize.  Green waste bins ordered for Lengthsman.  VAS working again, currently at High Green, VAS rota from WCC given to Lengthsman.  
9
Chairman’s and Councillors’ Reports


Given at Annual Parish Meeting before this meeting.
10
Land at Stonnall Close, Severn Stoke


Clerk has pursued this with Daniel Wilson, Enforcement Officer at MHDC for nearly 18 months.  Residents mentioned this at the Annual Meeting tonight.  Chairman proposed we write Chief Executive at MHDC to see if we can get some progress on this.  Persimmon Homes know they still own the land and have told MHDC they would instruct Green Belt Company again to maintain it but Clerk has contacted Green Belt who have had no instruction.  Clerk has informed MHDC. Clerk will draft letter and ask Chairman/Vice to proof read.  Clerk will share letter with residents and ask them to write also.
11.
Traffic calming measures for Severn Stoke and Clifton.



Clifton.  A discussion took place at the Annual meeting with residents regarding this speeding issue.  The driver of the accident which demolished two front fences, cars and gardens is being prosecuted.  Clifton has been re-surfaced due to a suspected issue with the bend.  New warning bend signs have been installed by WCC.  Clerk will get quote for painting railings there.  Clerk will ask Safer Roads to do assessment through there again now the road surface has been altered.  Clerk will also seek funding for a permanent solar powered flashing speed sign and get quotes for the options available.

Severn Stoke.  Speed enforcement is still taking place in Severn Stoke.  A flashing solar powered sign is again the only real addition the PC feel can be installed. Clerk will obtain quotes.


High Green.  The white gates have been installed by the NT volunteers, Clerks bought them all biscuits from Chairmans Allowance.  The new village signs are still awaited from WCC despite Cllr Sutton having paid for them from last year’s funds.  Clerk will continue to chase.  The VAS is up and running and the results so far have been very high.  Again Clerk will ask Safer Roads Partnership to do monitoring here.
12
Planning report

	Application
	Property concerned
	Detail
	Action

	15/006001/FUL
	The Old School House Severn Stoke
	Change of use of Old School House hotel into 3 residential dwellings.
	No decision yet.

	15/01705/PDU
	Countrywide Farmers, Defford Mill
	Construction of 30m X 70m X5.2m high, thermo-insulated storage building to existing concrete base
	Recommended approval. Comment to keep existing traffic routes. No decision yet.

	15/000006/CM
	Tarmac
	Further consultation documents regarding Tunnel under the A38
	No decision yet.

	16/00088/LBC
	29 High Green
	Installation of new window opening
	Recommended approval.  Refused 

	16/00076/FUL
	Cedar Lodge

Severn Stoke
	Change of use of Cedar Lodge and Coventry Barn (Part of old School House) to 2 residential dwellings.
	Recommended approval

No decision yet

	16/00499/FUL
	50 Kinnersley
	Replacement stable block
	Awaiting contact from Officer.


13
Report from the Parish Hall Committee representative


Hall bookings are good and their bank balance on current and deposit are both healthy.  They may be exploring the possibility of Flicks in the Sticks/Rural Reels.  

14
Councillors’ comments and items for future agendas


Review of financial regulations.  Traffic calming for Severn Stoke/Clifton, costings for solar powered Vehicle Activated Signs.
15
Date of next Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot Parish Council meeting 13 July 2016
Public Question Time

No public attended.
Signed ..........................................................  Chairman   ..................................Date
Actions
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