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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 14th March 2016 at Broadwas Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Downes, White, Guest, the Clerk Mrs Downes and 10 members of the public.
In attendance    District Councillor David Chambers and County Councillor Phil Grove.                   
16/031       Apologies  Councillor Dale had just returned from holiday, Councillor Priddey was ill and Councillor Pearce was attending another meeting. Their apologies were noted and accepted. 
16/032            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


Councillor Downes for an item in Planning section.
16/033
Dispensation request.
                        None received
 
16/034             Public Participation

The meeting ceased and the notes taken can be read at the end of these minutes.

The meeting continued.

16/035
Co Option.

Mrs, Partridge, the candidate was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. This will be postponed until the next meeting in April.

 16/036
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th Feb 2016   
                         These were agreed to be a true record and were signed by

                          the Chairman
 16/037
County and District Councillor’s Reports.

County Councillor Phil Grove


Savings of £36m now need to made (£6m more than 

                         previously agreed). Savings of £28m have already been 

                         found so only another £6m to be found.


The Planning Inspectorate has dismissed the appeal 

                          regarding the Grimley/Pencroft application. This will mean

                          that Pencroft will be looking for alternative sites for its

  re-cycling business.


 The lower end of Lightwood Lane has been closed with

                          immediate effect due to a leaking boundary box which he 

  thinks has been caused by heavy traffic. 


  Councillor Grove and District Councillor Chambers will be


  liaising with Dean Kinsella, Area Planning Manager

                           at M.H.D.C. regarding local and current enforcement 
                           applications.


  A new formula will be calculated to allow Worcester 

                          Education Services to receive a similar figure to that of
                          which Birmingham receives (currently an 18% difference).


  Notwithstanding the County Council’s previous good record


  regarding Children’s Services, a recent matter occasioned a

                          case being brought against them resulting in a £5K reward.


  District Councillor Chambers.

  Councillor Chambers reminded us that all current planning


  applications will be considered under the rulings of the newly


  adopted South Worcester Development Plan.

  M.H.D.C. is reviewing its property portfolio and has decided

                          to amalgamate Planning Services at Brunel House in to the

  main Council Buildings allowing Brunel House to be rented


  out.


  Next Parish and Town council meeting is on 18th March.
 16/038            Matters Arising.

The defibrillator has now been installed at the Royal Oak. A note of the access code and instructions have been delivered
  
to 2 sites, the pub and the school. Also, an instruction leaflet has been distributed with March’s edition of Footprints. The Clerk has arranged for a fridge magnet noting the access code to be delivered to all households within the parishes in May’s edition.

The Public Land Officer will be given the task to check the defibrillator’s battery power on a monthly basis and report any problems direct to the Clerk.
 16/039
Planning

There were 4 new planning applications and one Appeal notification to consider at tonight’s meeting. Full details are attached to these minutes. Decisions as follows:

16/00352/FUL -Twinberrow-APPROVAL recommended.


16/00202/FUL Dr. Shepherd-APPROVAL recommended


16/00236/OUT Mr. K Downes-APPROVAL recommended. Councillor Downes and the Clerk, Mrs. Downes left the meeting whilst this decision was being considered.

16/00233/OUT Mr & Mrs Houghton, land off Lightwood Way, Broadheath Common, Lower Broadheath for ‘outline application with all matters reserved for the development of 10 dwellings, including 4 affordable units. REFUSAL recommended with the same reply as to 14/01399/OUT.


APPEAL NOTIFICATION APP/J/1860/W/3144990-Mr. Peter Burgoyne. Council decided to reply to this notification and will compile an appropriate REFUSAL reply within the next few days.
 16/040           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been circulated and all payments agreed by Councillors present.

b) Clerk’s Report.  
Fly-tipping containing building rubble and asbestos has been dumped in Lightwood Lane. This was reported over 2 weeks ago and again today.
After reports of near vehicle collisions from Councillors and residents, Highways Dept. has been asked to re-paint directional arrows at the Crown East roundabout westerly junction. On 3rd March an email was received from David Jew saying this will be investigated.

The M.H.D.C. Enforcement Officer has been asked to investigate 2 wooden structures on land belonging to Mr. Tomkins at Hill Top. The Clerk has been advised that they are being occupied.

The Vehicle Activated Sign at Brookfields farm remains broken. Westcotec have promised to repair it when they are next in the area to save a call out fee of approx. £150, however, this was back in November 2015. Clerk to chase.
c)  Public Land Officer’s Report. 
       Some areas if the Green are being cut up by vehicles.

       Dog fouling continues to be a problem. Main areas are

       Stoney Ley, Church Lane and celebrations at a recent  

       children’s party held at the village hall could not commence

       until piles of dog mess were removed from the grassed 

       area.
d) Berryfield Report.
Large stones are still appearing on the track’s surface.

Litter collected again.
 16/041
Hill Top Cotheridge

Since the last meeting, the Clerk has been communicating with Brendan Keegan from the Environment Agency, Kidderminster Office. Brendan feels that the Parish Council has met and exceeded its commitment to try and bring a solution to this matter and has offered to facilitate a meeting planned for
                       11th April 9.30 am at the Environment Agency’s office inviting:

Both land owners, Mr. Tomkins and the B.A.A.


Representatives from the Parish Council.


Police.


Local resident/Lengthsman, Adrian Bullock


County/District Councillors

The farmer whose land is adjacent to this site.

Councillor Guest has offered to attend and chair the meeting

                        together with the Clerk and hopefully they will have some positive conclusions to report at April’s meeting.

 16/042           Road flooding at Cotheridge

Following on from 16/029 minute entry, Councillor Guest, together with the Clerk, Councillor Downes and the Lengthsman, met with Gerry Brienza from Highways on Wednesday 24th February on site at a location on the A44 where Councillor Guest had highlighted land drainage problems which are likely to be the cause of some flooding on the carriageway. Gerry suggested we contact Bob Hughes, Land Drainage Officer and request he meets us on site. On Tuesday 8th March, Councillor Guest met with him, spending over 2 hours inspecting ditches etc highlighting the dangerous conditions this flooding causes to road users during a heavy downfall of rain. 

                        Mr. Hughes has recognised some serious problems and promised repair work will be done as soon as possible to alleviate the most serious.

In the meantime, the Lengthsman has been promised a day working together with a jetting operative from the County Council to clear the many blocked drains along the A44 verges.

16/043
Correspondence.

Richard Parsons from Wolverley Homes Ltd had contacted the Clerk to advise her that planning application 15/00883/OUT is to be withdrawn and will be replaced with another for a smaller number of houses.

The new Vehicle Activated sign has been found to be faulty and will be returned to the manufacturer as soon as possible. It should be in position and working by the next P.C. meeting.

16/044
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.
. 
16/045            Date of next meeting. April 11th 2016
Chairman 
Attached:
Treasurer’s Report
Planning Report 
Public participation. 
                        Both Mr. Chris Baker and Mr. Malcom Haynes of Cotheridge asked if the Parish Council intended to reply to the recent  Appeal Notification for Field Ridge, Bromyard Road  Cotheridge and also to report increased activity and noise at the site. The answer is Yes, and this will be discussed in item 8, Plannning.

Mr. Steve Turner, Chairman of Broadwas School’s Parent Teachers Assc. together with his wife Heidi, who is the Treasurer, suggested that the School Fete be combined with the Queen’s birthday celebrations on Saturday 25th June. After a short discussion, Councillors thought this a better option than June 11th as previously agreed (16/027). Steve intends to start arranging meetings to get things off the ground with the P.T.A. and Councillors White and Dale who are the elected representatives from the Parish council.
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Planning Report for March 2016 meeting

Results from’  MHDC. 

16/00031/HOU 8.1.2016 Garden Room Extension. Mrs J Adcock, Giltedge Farm, Stoney Ley, Broadwas WR6 5NG. 9.2.2016 Response: Recommend APPROVAL. 12.2.2016 MHDC APPROVED

New Applications received/still awaiting result

15/00708/OUT. 13.7.2015. Mr. Peter Burgoyne, Field Ridge ,Bromyard Road, Cotheridge WR6 5LP for:

Outline application with all matters reserved except details of access, for the erection of B1/B8 development at Field Ridge following demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm.Response: The Parish Council does not regard the statement of ‘demolition of existing buildings and restoration of land at Upper Howsen Farm’ relevant in any respect to this application therefore our original comments remain valid. This will be ratified at the next PC meeting on 14.9.2015. 7.3.2016 Appeal notification received APP/J1860/W/3144990.

15/00621CLE  Mr & Mrs R D Rogers for an Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use of the buildings and land (not included in planning permission 04/01714/FUL) granted Nov 2014 for B2(General Industrial) use at Little Lightwood Farm, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT. RESPONSE The Parish Council is not satisfied with the completeness and accuracy of the information in the Statutory Declaration. It finds it questionable that D&L Contractors (now in receivership/voluntary liquidation) were carrying on a business with a B2 classification without consent. During the last 12 months, the Parish Council has received numerous complaints relating to this business including noise, air and light pollution and site traffic. If this Certificate of Lawfulness would result in a resurgence of these problems then a refusal would be our recommendation.

15/00883/OUT 15.7.2015. Land between Church Lane and Broadwas Primary School Broadwas for ‘Outline application, with all matters reserved for a residential development of up to 25 dwellings of which 40% are to be affordable dwellings. With associated new access and car parking, on-site biodiversity area and public open space. Applicant Wolverley Homes Ltd. RESPONSE

Whilst the concept of supplying affordable housing in the village is, without doubt, agreeable, before this substantially more ambitious project of 25 houses (App.No.15/00883/OUT) which encroaches on open agricultural countryside, is considered for approval, the PC would wish to see the three previously approved/submitted applications (13/01209/FUL,14/01682/FUL,13/01224/FUL) started, completed and occupied.

In all, the current applications would potentially increase the housing in the village by some 30 to 33% which the PC consider to be unsustainable growth.

Contrary to the Statement of Community Involvement submitted with the application, this recommendation has been formulated without any consultation with the developers with respect to this site. It is, of course, ancillary to the jurisdiction of the statutory agencies, who will consider the possible problems which fall within their remit, concerning; traffic, sewage and surface water disposal and proximity of heritage (i.e. listed buildings) and wildlife sites.

On this basis we recommend refusal of outline planning permission.

15.10.2015 Request for further comments received due to additional information received which may affect the PC’s views. (Reply by 29.10.2015). 29.10.2015 Response:

Dear Mr.Kinsella,

                                                                                        

Further to our previous response, we would like to draw your attention to certain aspects of the Paper submitted by PRP Consultants dated 6th October 2015 PRP Ref14-20.
 
1. Section 1.0 Cumulative Impact.  There is some confusion with the reference to 'The Council', this can be misconstrued as referring to the Parish Council, whereas it, in fact, is meant to refer to Malvern Hills District Council. Therefore the first four paragraphs of this section have no relevance to the Parish Council or the submission.
 
2. Section 1.0 paragraph 5 beginning 'When one looks'. This paragraph refers to there being 232 dwellings in the Parish. This number is incorrect.  It is in fact 160 dwellings.
 
3. Section 1.0 paragraph 6 beginning ' Broadwas in terms of its number of houses'. The content of this paragraph equally lead to the fact that it could be argued that the characteristics of Broadwas are more aligned to a category 3 village in that it is smaller than a lot of other category 3 villages and because it does not have a shop.

 4. Section 1.0 paragraph 7 beginning with ''Overall, it is considered etc.'. This has not been proved.
 
5. Section 2. 'Consultation with Parish Council'. Notwithstanding the comments made in this section, the statements in our original response remain valid, i.e. no meeting with regard to this development has taken place at any time between the Parish Council and Wolverley Homes. 
 
15/01253/OUT 5.11.2015 (Too late for Nov’s meeting) Mr. P Ashcroft, Land at Church Lane, Broadwas WR6 5NQ.

	Proposed detached dormer bungalow and associated garage utilising existing access within curtilage of No 7 Broadwas Court together with new detached single garage and access to serve No 7 Broadwas Court. Response: No 

objection.

Notice of Appeal for 14/01399/OUT-Land North of Haresfield, Lightwood Lane,Cotheridge for the ‘erection of 2, 4 bed detached dwellings with garages.

APP/J1860/W/15/3132470 Mr & Mrs Houghton

Notice of Appeal for 15/00120/OUT-Land adjacent to Sunnybank, Little Green,Broadwas WR6 5NH by Mr Max Askew for 3 dwellings on land at Cherry Bank, Butts Lane. APP/J1860/W/15/3140052

15/01610/FUL 21.12.2015. Erection of a single dwelling house.

Cedars Farm, Broadwas, Worcestershire, WR6 5NE

Mr. P Brooke. 25.1.2016, APPROVAL recommended

15/01737/OUT 21.12.2015 Proposed new dwelling on existing garden land. 

 Mr. R Twose, land at Haresfield, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge,WR6 5LT. 19.1.2016 ‘ Whilst the PC have no objection to the building of the house itself, there is concern regarding the road access, which is on a bend in the highway. This issue has arisen due to the increasing amount of traffic using Lightwood Lane to traverse between the A44 and Broadheath, this being exacerbated of recent times by heavy lorries going to and from Little Lightwood Farm Industrial site and the coaches to and from the coach business in the same road. This traffic, added to the increase in domestic traffic which will now be emanating from the new housing developments at Broadheath, heading for the A44, must inevitably make the road (which is narrow, winding with a sharp bend at the proposed site and subject to a weight limit other than for access) more susceptible to ‘Road traffic Accidents’

16/00171/HOU 4.2.2016 Single Storey Extension. Mr C Battersea, The Old Stables, Broadwas WR6 5NE. 9.2.2016 Response: Recommend APPROVAL

15/000048/CM (County Matters)  16.1.2016 New access and internal road for new sewage pumping station, at land off Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge, by Severn Trent Water Ltd. 10.2.2015 Reply ‘No objection’
16/00147/NF Enforcement Appeal Notification. 26.1.2016 . Appellant, Mr. & Mrs. Burgoyne, location Elgar Coaches, Lightwood Lane, Cotheridge WR6 5LT, alleged breach: Without planning permission the change of use of private grassed amenity area to a use for the parking of coaches and minibuses and the operational development consisting of the laying of a hardstanding for the purpose of the parking and the part erection of an extension. APP/J1860/C/16/3142201 & 42202. 11.2.2016 Response- Broadwas & Cotheridge PC wish to endorse and enforce its original response and will recommend that the enforcement notice be exercised.

For consideration at tonight’s meeting:

16/00202/FUL 8.2.2016 Dr. Robert Shepherd, Broadwas Hall WR6 5NE for’ creation of a new vehicular access from A44 to serve Broadwas Hall’

16/00236/OUT 9.2.2016 Mr. K Downes, Weston Hill House, Broadwas WR6 5NH for ‘erection of dormer style 3 bedroom bungalow on garden area to the west of Weston Hill House

16/00352/FUL 4.3.2016 Mr S Twinberrow for ‘proposed minor extension to existing agricultural buildings at Doddenham Hall. Doddenham.
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