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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 2nd July, 2009, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, 
Ms A Buckley, Mr E Cohen.
Clerk: Mrs C Morris.
In attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker 
(Wychavon District and Worcestershire County Councillor)
The meeting opened at 7.30pm.
The meeting was adjourned to hear from a parishioner (see attached note.)
The meeting reopened at 7.40pm



ADMIN
1. To consider apologies for absence. Cllr Jo Bracewell’s apology was accepted. She could not attend due to family illness.


2. To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting on 11th June 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings.


4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining seat. 
No applications had been received.


5. To review the council’s risk assessment.
Cllr Butler and the clerk were reviewing the risk assessment. Clerk to add in that the playing field was inspected by RoSPA.


NEW ITEMS:

6. To consider rate relief requests.
Wychavon DC had still not sent out its paperwork for the applications. The PC agreed to empower the clerk to organise payment of rural rate relief for the shop and pub should it come up before the next meeting.


7. To consider financial contribution towards fighting the Lenches wind turbine scheme.
The PC, along with other local parish councils, (Church Lench, Harvington, Norton & Lenchwick, Bishampton & Throckmorton, Fladbury) was asked to donate £750 to help pay for independent noise measurement equipment and legal representation costs towards investigating the Environmental Impact Statement, in preparation for the planning application for the wind turbines, expected in September. Members agreed to pay the money on condition that all the parish councils were taking part. 





Action Clerk




8. To consider the award of the Wychavon flooding grant.
The PC had been awarded the full £5k grant for drainage/flooding improvements and it was agreed that members of the Storm Damage Working Party should arrange to meet with district officers to finalise details before any work went ahead. 


9. To consider any further issues regarding the proposed music event/other events on the playing field.
The clerk had investigated and reported insurance implications and had written to the landlords of the pub and were awaiting a reply.

10. To consider grant money distribution to local causes.
The clerk had investigated rules about grants but it seemed the PC was unable to provide grants to individuals. The idea was put on hold.
The council, however, agreed to donate £50 to the Evesham and Pershore Neighbourhood Watch Association. Cllr Hayes said he planned to revive the scheme in the village, and would be trying to recruit new members. 




Action Clerk

REGULAR ITEMS:
11. Finance:

11.1. Accounts for payment.
Orchid Finance 
Internal Audit


£92.00
N Winter

Lengthsman


£ 52.50

11.2. To note any receipts.
£176.25 – april and may lengthsman repayment.


11.3. Bank reconciliation.
June In: 
Grant from Sports Club 

£2,357.91
Interest in savings account

£         .64
 



TOTAL
£2,358.55



June Out:
470

N Winter
Lengthsman

£  86.25
471

GBD

Mowing

£431.37
472

C Morris
Clerk


£289.45
473

M E Hayes
Basketball nets

£   9.20
474

Mr Young 
Play Area 

£  32.81
475

J Bracewell
Play Area

£  47.48
476

Wicksteed
Play Area wetpour
£124.78
477

Methodist Ins
Insurance

£417.69
478

My Young
Play area 

£  10.00
 




             TOTAL: £1,449.03

The bank reconciliation for June showed that in the current account, spending totalled £1,449.03, and a cheque had been deposited for £2,357.91. Allowing for unpresented cheques of £280.73, the account totalled £6,835.02 at the end of the month. The savings account had gained £0.64 in interest, which brought its total to £15,240.10. This meant that allowing for the unpresented cheques, the council’s total cash assets at the end of June stood at £21,794.39.


11.4. To approve overtime/expenses for June 2009.
The council approved the clerk’s expenses of £2.16 (mileage). The council also signed a cheque for August 1st for the clerk’s basic wage, as there was no meeting planned for August.


11.5. To consider the council’s annual return, audit and end of year financial issues.
The Internal Auditor had raised no issued with the account so the chairman signed the annual return ready for posting.


12. Planning: 

12.1. To consider new planning applications/issues.
W/09/01238/PN – Delamere, Hill Furze – demolition of existing dwelling and construction of replacement. The council had no objection to the plan.

12.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.

12.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.
The council heard how Cllr Hayes attended the recent planning committee meeting which dealt with the Springhill application to move the site of the glasshouses, which was granted permission. Members expressed their disappointment and the council had no objection to Cllr Hayes’ plan to voice his personal opinion about the way in which the matter was dealt with.

13. Street Lighting:

13.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults. None.

13.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system – including the proposed restating of the lamp in Salters Lane.
There was still no progress thanks to the E-on engineers.
The PC also supported the clerk in attempting to get an explanation for the electricity charges before further bills were paid.

14. Playing Field - To consider repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field.
These items were deferred until Cllr Bracewell was in attendance.

15. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. None.

16. Lengthsman: To consider any lengthsman issues/ work schedule.
The Lengthsman had carried out the drain survey, cleared drains and cut back the hedge in Blacksmiths Lane and re-set the T-Junction sign and cleared grips. 


UPDATES:

17. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

· Flower barrel scheme – Cllr Hayes was to donate a new barrel to replace the broken one.
· Traffic & pavement issues – Clerk to check on progress 


Action Clerk
· Allotments 
· Website – the clerk was reporting difficulties with the county website.
· Newsletter – a shorter newsletter was to be produced to be delivered with the housing survey below.
· Housing – affordable housing surveys were due to be printed and distributed in July. 
The third phase of the Regional Spatial Strategy had been published for consultation.
Cllr Hayes reported that he had attended the presentation on the planned development at Throckmorton. He had been alarmed to hear the developers say they planned to channel drainage into Lower Moor. The council agreed to write to Qinetiq in response to the consultation expressing their opposition to any such large-scale development of the airfield.
 









Action Clerk
· PACT – no new issues

18. Calc/Training issues. None


19. Reports from councillors/ county and district councillor.
Cllr Tucker spoke about the airfield plan and about the new political shape of the county council. The chairman officially welcomed her back after re-election and thanked her for all her hard work on behalf of local people.

20. Correspondence.

Request for financial support from The Bobby Club which circulates a safety magazine to children in the district. It is run by volunteers from West Mercia police. Next Agenda

Circulation: Clerks and councils direct/Standards Committee annual report/ 


21. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

The next meeting of the council was confirmed as Thursday, September 3rd 2009.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)


C. Morris  - Mrs C Morris. Clerk
Notes from the public session:

The following issues were raised during the public session:
1) The state of the roads and footpaths - 

It was reported that the parish council had commissioned their own survey which they had presented to the county highways department. See above.
2) Piles of rubbish which were being left by land workers along footpaths.


Cllr Cohen noted this as footpath warden. Clerk to write to Springhill Farm and copy the letter to Fladbury Parish Council.
3) A dangerous bend in the road down Bridge Street and a request for a 20mph zone.

This was noted and it was reported back that the PC had been asking for signs to warn large vehicles about the lack of turning space. Cllr Tucker agreed to ask about it.
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