

LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26 April 2016, 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Present:  Stephen Seymour (chair), John Sharp, Ken Suttill, Anne Jones, Graham Jones, Peter Hawkins, David Fereday, Richard Nash, Roger Husband

5 members of the public

1.
Apologies.  
Martin Gloster



2.
Changes to:

a) Register of Interests:




None



b) Register of Interests and Gifts and Hospitality:

None
New councillors David Fereday and Richard Nash signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and the chairman welcomed them to the meeting.
The meeting was closed at this point to allow the members of the public present to speak.
Mr Lamb (16/00539/FUL) made the point that the building in question is already in place and the accommodation it could provide is currently going to waste.

Mrs Harper (16/00178/FUL, land at Ashfields) thanked the parish council for supporting the application as a local small development and recommending it be taken to NADMC. She noted, however, that neither of the local district councillors had agreed to call the application to committee and that if decided by the planning officer would likely be refused as unsustainable under current planning criteria. The chairman suggested the parish council write to the District Council asking for the application to be taken to NADMC as it would be unfair for neither the applicant nor the parish council have the opportunity to speak to the district councillors. Mr Sharp suggested the parish council also contact Anthony Warburton, Sarah Rouse and Duncan Rudge. Proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Hawkins and agreed unanimously.
Mr French (16/00071/FUL) gave an overview of the work being done at Our Place and the rationale behind the current planning application. The work of the school was discussed and the outcomes being achieved were commended by all present. 
Mr Beard asked how much s106 funding would be forthcoming from the developments currently taking place in the parish and when it would be received.

Mr Sharp confirmed that the contribution for highways will be £201,392, comprising:

Bank House - £56,401

Elmhurst Farm - £40,175

Kiln Lane - £104,816

Plus, a contribution for public open spaces of £271,451, comprising:

Bank House - £33,587

Kiln Lane - £237,864

However, in each case no funding will be received until the first home is completed.

The meeting was reopened.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes:



None
4.
Applications discussed:   

	L&B

Ref No
	MHDC

Ref No.
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Recommendation
	Summary of reasoning

	16/01
	16/00071/FUL
	Demolition of flat roofed extension and replacement with pitch roofed extension to provide two new bedrooms and bathrooms. Erection of teaching rooms and laundry building

	Our Place Schools

The Orchard

Bransford

Worcestershire

WR6 5JE
	Approval (see note)
Proposed – J Sharp

Seconded – G Jones

Approved unanimously
	Recommend approval on the condition that no additional drainage problems are created by the new development

	16/02
	16/00434/FUL
	Construction of polytunnel
	Bransford Garden Plants
Bransford

WR6 5JN
	Approval
Proposed – P Hawkins

Seconded – G Jones

Approved unanimously
	

	16/03
	16/00539/FUL
	Change of use from annexe to detached dwelling
	The Annexe
The Oast House

Gilberts Farm

Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JQ
	Approval (see note)
Proposed – J Sharp

Seconded – P Hawkins

Approved unanimously
	Recommend approval with the condition that the dwelling cannot be sold separately from the main house


5. 
Planning decisions received from MHDC




16/00199/FUL

Land off Malvern Rd

Electricity substation

Approval
6. 
Report of Neighbourhood Planning Group – No report
7.
Neighbourhood Development Plan survey results

The results had been circulated and were discussed with attention drawn to the following points:

p5 – Only 25 people felt the parish was a friendly environment in which to live – participation in the Rural 
Communities Programme may help to increase this figure.


p7 – 44 people stated they would like to see more bungalows in the parish – the possibility of working with a 
housing association to provide bungalows on an exception site was suggested.


p8 – insufficient off-road parking is an ongoing problem.


p12 – 54% of respondents stated they use a local pub.


P18/19 – 38 people expressed an interest in allotments.


8.
To consider registering the Royal Oak, Leigh Sinton, as an Asset of Community Value


The current licensee of The Royal Oak will be leaving in August. Following discussion Mr Husband proposed it 
be registered as an asset of community value, Mr Sharp seconded and it was agreed unanimously. Mr Seymour 
and Mr Sharp to arrange.
9.
Update on SWDP
 
Mr Sharp reported on a presentation at the parish conference. Although the SWDP has been approved speculative 
development is still a threat if the specified number of homes have not been built by 2020. Development is already


behind schedule and developers can come forward with new applications on the grounds that more homes will be 
needed to achieve 28,400 homes by 2020.
10. 
A.O.B

An email from Councillor Rouse raising concern about the upkeep of the community garden had been circulated. 
Mr Sharp confirmed that he had already spoken with the contractor who will start work on the garden now the 
ground is less wet.

The litter pick resulted in the collection of 20 bags of rubbish. Mr Sharp thanked all those who had helped, 
particularly the WI, and noted a second litter pick will be held in the autumn.

A new litter bin is needed near to the telephone green boxes at the Bank House island. The clerk to arrange.


Guiness Park Farm – it was noted that there are a number of signs at the entrance but none giving the name of the 
site, which is a problem for lorry drivers, many of whom are from overseas, who miss the site and then need to 
turn their vehicles around in the village. The matter was discussed and it was suggested that the original planning 
consent had specified a single large sign for the site with the businesses listed on it. The clerk to check this with 
the MHDC planning enforcement officer and request that the signs be replaced. Mr Ralph to be copied in.

The clerk had received a phone call from a resident who had been unable to use their motorised wheelchair on the 
footway on Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton due to cars parked on the pavement. The clerk to write to the 
Community Police and the Safer Roads Partnership requesting enforcement.

11. 
Date of next meeting.
Annual Parish Meeting 10 May (The Fold), 
PC meeting and Annual Meeting, Tuesday 
24 May (Memorial Hall)
Signed
   ..................................................


Date
.............................
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