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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 6th November, 2008, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, 
Mr E Cohen, Ms Ann Buckley.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In Attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Wychavon DC, Worcs CC)

The meeting opened at 7.30pm and was then adjourned to hear about the village bonfire event. See attached note.
The meeting reopened at 7.42pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence. None

2.  To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes of the meeting on 2nd October 2008 to be confirmed and signed. 
The minutes were approved and signed by the chairman as a true record.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining two seats.
Jo Bracewell was unanimously co-opted onto the parish council and signed the acceptance of office. She was warmly welcomed by the chairman and councillors. Clerk to organise paperwork. 





Action Clerk

5. To review the council asset register. Deferred until February.

New Items:
6. To consider the latest situation regarding the flooding action plan and further flooding issues.
Cllr Cohen reported on a meeting with Steve Jorden, Tony Jones from Wychavon DC and David Lavender from the county council. He said the councils were looking at three issues in Hill & Moor: a) preventing water coming into the village at the top of Salters Lane; b) speeding its flow through the village and c) finding a way to get water under the railway line.
Drainage had been surveyed on the main road and some problems had been identified, drains had been surveyed and improved within the village and there was an ‘in principle’ agreement from the railway company for drainage thorough the rail embankment.
Issues to be tackled next included the arrangement of the railway line work and the spending of the £2,000 grant which the parish council has in its account. There was a suggestion to spend it on improving drainage of surface water off the village hall car park on the playing field but the council decided to wait to see the outcomes of other issues before making a decision on spending. 

7. To consider any issues arising from the village bonfire event.
It was noted that the field had already been reseeded, thanks to local support. The chairman once again acknowledged the value of the event for the community and thanked all those who had been involved.


8. To consider adopting the public open space in Chestnut Close.
Wychavon had provided details of the covenant and agreed to carry out the maintenance work before footing all legal costs for a handover of ownership. The council agreed to instruct WDC to go ahead with the PC adoption of the land.  



Action Clerk


9. To consider items for a newsletter.
It was agreed the clerk should prepare a newsletter dealing with the issues of: Street Lights; the Village Shop & Post Office; flooding; speeding; glasshouses; the bus shelters; the bonfire; the flower barrels and allotments. Clerk to prepare and circulate ready for distribution after next meeting.  









Action Clerk


Regular Items:

10. Finance:

10.1. Accounts for payment.

The following accounts were approved for payment:

N Power



Street Light electricity

£213.51
GBD (Evesham) Ltd


Mowing (Oct)


£277.03
Mr P Perry 



Flower Barrel Grant

£  20.00

The Tint Shop


Bus Shelter Repairs

£100.00*

* Authorised between meetings by clerk in consultation with chair and vice chair. Action approved.

10.2. To note any receipts. The chairman reported that the £250 loan for the bonfire was repaid immediately after the event and he passed the cheque to the clerk.

10.3. Bank reconciliation.

Oct In: 
Savings Account Interest £26.01

Oct Out: 
434
Clerk


Wages & Xs

£285.46
435
The Tint Shop

Bus Shelter Repairs
£150.00
436
GBD 


Mowing


£305.21
437
C Martin

Flower barrels

£  10.00
438
V Newitt

Flower barrels 

£  10.00
439
O Smith


Flower barrels

£  10.00
441
J Bracewell

Bonfire donation
£100.00
442
J Bracewell

Bonfire loan

£250.00
 





           £1,120.67


The bank reconciliation for October showed that all cheques above had been paid and that the total in the current account stood at £7,947.55. With the interest accrued, above, the savings account total stood at £12,198.75. This meant that as of October 31, the council’s total cash assets stood at £20,146.30.

10.4. To approve overtime/expenses for October 2008.
Clerk’s expenses of £6.48 (mileage) were approved.

NB: Clerk to arrange for further signatories to be added to the cheque account. 
 









Action Clerk

11. Planning: 

11.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 

· Glasshouse appeal situation and parish funding of legal expenses.

The chairman reported on a meeting with Fladbury parish members about representation at the public inquiry. The plan, he said, was that he and a Fladbury member would speak at the inquiry with help from a consultant who was studying the case. The council agreed with the idea and thanked Cllrs Butler and Cohen for their work. 

· W/08/02334/PP – 3-4 Moorfields Cottages, Salters Lane, Fladbury. Extension.
Single storey rear extension and porch to front.

The council had no objection to the extension. 

Action Clerk


· W/08/02697/PN  The Firs, Throckmorton Road, Lower Moor, demolition of existing industrial outbuildings and erection of single story industrial shed.

This was considered under the council’s delegated. Members had no objections.
 








Action Clerk

· Tree Preservation Order – Delamere, Hill Furze.
Two cedar trees were under preservation orders and this was noted by the councillors.


11.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None

11.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.

W/08/02341/PP Lower End Farm, Bridge Street (ground and first flood side extension)   
 











APPROVED
A letter had been received for consultation on a new gas compound at the landfill site to generate further electricity from the gasses produced. It was agreed that the clerk should write to the company to ask whether it could consider donation/power to the village street light system.  








Action Clerk

12. Street Lighting:

12.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults.

The fault along Bridge Street (lamp on and off) continues, clerk to report again.


12.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system and make decisions on which phase one lights to retain.

The chairman presented a detailed report on the lights for consultation and it was agreed that the two lights which were prioritised as being most important in phase one of the repair scheme could be mended now. The further eight lamps in phase one would be considered for removal. The clerk will prepare a consultation report for the newsletter.
 









Action Clerk
13. Playing Field

13.1. To consider progress on any repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field.
Cllr Bracewell agreed to take on the play area refurbishment project. She will be briefed by Cllr Cohen.  





Action Cllr Cohen/Bracewell

14. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. There were no issues raised.

15. Lengthsman – Lengthsman issues.
The parish has been set aside a sum of £1210 for the rest of the year to spend on lengthsman work. A training session has been organised for November 11, after which Mr Winter could start work.

Updates:
16. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

· Flower barrel scheme for the village.
One more person came forward to claim a grant – see finance.
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street.
Cllr Liz Tucker spoke to the new highways officer and he has offered a meeting with council representatives in the village to look at the problems highlighted in the clerk’s letter last month. Councillors will wait to hear from him and arrange a date.
· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close. 
As above
· Bus shelter repairs. 
Completed - as above – all councillors expressed their dismay that another window had been smashed already. They will be appealing for witnesses in the newsletter.
· Allotments. No news.
· Website plans. 
The clerk is attending a briefing session for the new county council-run website next week.

17. To consider CALC/Training matters. None

18. To consider PACT/Police matters. 

Cllr Hayes had attended the first PACT meeting under a new system and will be distributing some information in the Five Alive magazine as well as making mention of the scheme in the newsletter. Action Cllr Hayes/ Clerk

19. To hear the District/County Councillor’s report and note any further reports or correspondence.

· Woodway Lane Bridleway improvements were due to start on October 27, linking Hill and Hill Furze.
· Housing need survey – has been scheduled for 2009/10.

· Lenchwick Wind Farm – a Fladbury resident has written to seek PC support against plans for 10 windmills in the Lenches. Info as circulated. Noted by councillors

· Grassroots grants – info circulated.

· Consultation on Codes of Conduct for local authority members and employees. 
Cllr Buckley offered to read the document and report at the next meeting. 
 








Action Cllr Buckley
· Cllr Buckley reported information she had learned about the hedge in Salters Lane, which residents considered was spoiling their views. It seemed it is now being grown under an environmental protection scheme whereby it had to remain uncut for three years. She expressed her disappointment that the landowner was doing this, knowing the residents’ views.





Circulation: WIC annual conference/ Wychavon Parish Matters/ carers Christmas event/ pershore volunteers info/ British Declaration of Independence letter/Christmas bazaar/ Worcestershire Warden/ Community First Newsline.


20. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.
The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, December 4th. 

The meeting closed at 10.00pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk

NOTES FROM THE OPEN SESSION:

Jo Bracewell spoke at the meeting to report on the bonfire event. She had already presented Cllr Butler with a cheque to reimburse the council for its loan and reported that although there was rain and the event finished earlier than anticipated, it had been well attended, it had made at least £600 profit and it had promoted a great sense of community spirit. She was thanked for all her hard work on behalf of the parish by the chairman.
Ms Bracewell also reported that the profits were to be placed in the existing village events fund which she and some colleagues were set to take over, and that they planned to organise a quiz night and other events throughout the year, as well as next year’s bonfire event.

