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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 2nd October, 2008, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In Attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Wychavon DC, Worcs CC)

The meeting opened at 7.30pm and was then adjourned to hear from members of the public who attended to support plans for a village bonfire. See attached note.
The meeting reopened at 7.47pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence.
Cllr Buckley was away and Cllr Cohen was attending a family funeral.  Their apologies were accepted by the council.

2.  To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes of the meeting on 4th September 2008 to be confirmed and signed. 
The minutes were signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining two seats.  No candidates

5. To review council allowances and the council asset register.
It was agreed that the current mileage cost of 40p per mile for councillors and clerk was sufficient, despite the increases in the national rate. Clerk to readvertise the allowances scheme.  









Action Clerk


New Items:
6. To consider the latest situation regarding the flooding action plan and further flooding issues.
Cllr Butler reported that he had been in discussion with Steve Jorden who is looking at all the issues raised by the Storm Damage Working Party. It was agreed that Cllr Butler and Cllr Cohen would continue discussions with Mr Jorden.
Cllr Buckley had volunteered to attend a Flooding and Water Safety seminar (Oct 15) being staged  by WDC and the fire and rescue service.  



Action Clerk


7. To consider PC support for a village bonfire event.
It was confirmed that the PC public liability insurance would cover a bonfire event as long as there would be responsible people in charge and risk assessments were carried out.
The council noted Cllr Cohen’s message of support for reviving what was an annual and valued event within the community and for the PC to make a donation towards the costs. 

The council first voted by two votes to one to give its support for the event to be carried out on the field and for its insurance to be used.

Members then voted to give a donation of £100 to the event and to give a £250 interest free loan to the organisers on the condition that there was an agreement in writing that the PC loan would be given priority for repayment from profits/ticket sales. (Cllr Hayes abstained from the vote)

8. To consider a response to the Joint Core Strategy (housing development plan) consultation.
Councillors viewed the document which set out areas where new housing was proposed by the local district councils, in response to the Regional Spatial Strategy. Members looked at the proposals for the Pershore area, which would affect the parish the most and agreed that the clerk should write back to say that the areas set up for development raised concerns about traffic and sufficient infrastructure locally to cope.  They called for the link to the Wyre bypass to be completed and a western bypass to cope with extra traffic and asked for strategic gaps to be maintained between Wyre Piddle and Pershore and Pinvin and Pershore to ensure the communities were not merged. Clerk to compile a response. 


Action Clerk



9. To consider the condition of the pavements in the Parish.
Cllr Butler reported that some pavements were in a very poor condition. It was agreed to write to the county council highways department and ask for a survey of the pavements to be carried out and also to ask again for previous highways issues to be addressed. Action Clerk

Regular Items:

10. Finance: 

10.1. Accounts for payment.
The following accounts were approved for payment:
435
The Tint Shop 

Bus shelter repair
£150.00 (see item 16)
436
GBD 


Mowing

£305.21
437 
C Martin

Flower barrel grant
£ 10.00(see item 16)
438
V Newitt

Flower barrel grant
£ 10.00(
439
O Smith

Flower barrel grant
£ 10.00(
 









Action Clerk
10.2. To note any receipts.
The council had received the second part of its precept payment from Wychavon District Council - £5,000 and had received 26.82 in interest on its savings account.

10.3. Bank reconciliation and budget review.
Sep In:
Precept £5,000.00
Interest  £     26.82
Total      £5,026.82

Sep Out:
429 
C Morris 

Clerk

£262.15
430
Clement Keys

Audit

£158.63
431
Calc


Training

£  17.63
432
GBD


Mowing

£610.42
433
M Hayes

Mileage

£  24.00
Total




           £1,072.83

The bank reconciliation for September showed that, in the current account, following spending of £1,072.83 and income of £5,026.82, its total stood at £9,085.85 at the end of the month. The savings account, with September’s interest of £26.82, contained a total of £12,172.74. Allowing for an unpresented cheque for £17.63, the council’s total cash assets at September 30 stood at £21,240.96.  (clerk to make transfer to savings Action Clerk)


The clerk presented the councillors with a budget report showing spending to date. At the half-yearly point, the council had received £11,754.75 in income and spent £7,294.04.

10.4. To approve overtime/expenses for September 2008.
The clerk’s expenses of £23.31 were approved (£18.99 for paper and printer ink- £4.32 mileage)

11. Planning: 

11.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 

· Glasshouse appeal situation.
Talks were continuing with Fladbury regarding representation at the appeal and it was reported that a date had been set for the hearing – January 6th and 7th.

· W/08/02341/PP – Lower End Farm, Bridge Street, Lower Moor.
Ground and first floor side extensions

Members had no objection to this plan 



Action Clerk

New Application received - dealt with by delegated powers at the meeting:
W/08/02153/PN Greenfields, Cherry Orchard Road. Revised plans for new house.

The PC noted the new roof height and further details about drainage and said they had no objection as long as surface water run-off was no worse than it is now. Members would like a condition of the approval to be that if the run-off appears to be worse, then a drain should be installed at the front of the drive.  
Action Clerk


11.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None

11.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council. None

12. Street Lighting:

12.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults.
A fault was noted – No 11 was intermittently going on and off. Clerk to report.
 









Action Clerk

12.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system and make decisions on which phase one lights to retain.
The lighting contractors had been in touch with the clerk and said they were in the process of putting their recommendations in writing. 
Cllr Butler had studied the lights and put them in order of priority in terms of safety/need. It was agreed that he would work out further costings based on latest information and make a report which could give proposals for which to keep and which to remove, to put out in a newsletter next month. People would then be invited to come to a parish meeting if they wished to keep their light.
Action Cllr Butler/Clerk

13. Playing Field

13.1. To consider progress on any repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field.
This item was deferred to the next meeting.

14. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues.
It was reported that the Village Hall Committee was planning to install a new floor.

15. Lengthsman – Lengthsman issues.
The lengthsman was awaiting a training date in order to start work.


Updates:
16. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

· Flower barrel scheme for the village: Two further people have agreed to maintain flower barrels and grants were awarded. A grant was awarded to Mrs Smith for her maintenance of the Cider Press (se finance).





     Action Clerk
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street: Clerk to write and ask again. 
 









     Action Clerk

· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close: Clerk has spoken to the officer and awaiting further correspondence. 







     Action Clerk
· Bus shelter repairs: The broken window has been replaced with a polycarbonate sheet and the council approved the clerk’s decision to employ the contractor to carry out the repair.  Included in the price was a second piece of polycarbonate for future use.
· Allotments: The work to revive the allotment scheme was continuing with no new developments.
· Overgrown hedge:  Cllr Buckley had written to the owners of the hedge asking for them to cut it but without reply. It was agreed that nothing more could be done by the parish council. Cllr Buckley has also raised the issue of the grass verge along Salters Lane. It was agreed that this was a highways department responsibility. Cllr Buckley has also written to local businesses to remind them about speeding along Salters Lane.
· Website plans: No new developments – clerk to chase.  


     Action Clerk

17. To consider CALC/Training matters. Calc agm on October 9th.

18. To consider PACT/Police matters.
PC Stuart Toms sent the following report:
- 11th Sep young lad on bike involved in collision with car on Main Rd at junction with Salters Lane, injury not serious. 
-Over a period of several weeks there were numerous thefts of fuel from the landfill site. Although a lot of fuel was taken and not recovered, Pershore police did manage to arrest a young man (twice). I understand he spent a short time at Her Majesty’s Pleasure.
-PACT – We have struggled to find a suitable/convenient date to meet. We hope to arrange this within the next 2 weeks. I have the results back from the survey and am glad to say there are no major concerns within the Parish. 

19. To hear the District/County Councillor’s report and note any further reports or correspondence.

Cllr Tucker spoke about the new wheelie bin system – she was informed that in Hill & Moor the collection had taken place on the day after it had been advertised in the leaflets, that the glass box collection still took place although nobody knew about it and that at least two people who had requested special assistance had not had their requests heeded. Cllr Tucker promised to pass on the comments to the relevant department and said that anyone who had no satisfactory response from the hotline could contact her.

· Concessionary bus travel info – Smartcard poster for board

· Worcs CC Minerals and waste deposit scheme – there will be a consultation soon on the revised scheme.

· Invitation to councillors and clerks to attend Standards Board training on October 22nd. There have been some major changes to the process of responding to complaints which became operative on May 8 2008 – ie complaints will be handled by Wychavon instead of the Standards Board for England. October 22nd, Civic Centre, 7pm.

Cllr Buckley asked the council to consider promoting the need for more councillors in the next newsletter. 

Circulation envelope: Worcs events diary/caring news/ Christmas card catalogue/ tip liaison information/PHS news.


20. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.
The next meeting of the parish council was scheduled to take place on Thursday November 6th at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk

NOTES FROM THE OPEN SESSION:

Jo Bracewell spoke at the meeting to ask the parish council for support for the bonfire event which she had organised. She introduced the fire officer who would be overseeing safety and carrying out risk assessments, spoke about firework purchase, organisation and storage, said the bonfire would not be built until the day and promised to reseed the field afterwards. She apologised for some confusion which resulted in promotion before the parish council had given its blessing and asked for PC support as well as help with the costs. She said she had already received £300 worth of donations towards the fireworks from villagers and a £200 donation from her employers. It would cost about £700 to stage a good firework display, she said. She confirmed she had hired the parish room but had received no financial help from the village hall committee. The chairman asked Mrs Bishop whether the village events committee money could help but she said it had already been committed to a children’s Christmas pantomime.

