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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday 9th May 2016 at Broadwas Village Hall at 8.00 pm, following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Dale, Downes, White, Priddey, Pearce the Clerk Mrs Downes and 17 members of the public.
In attendance     No others.                  
16/061           Apologies Councillor Guest was on holiday. District Councillor Chambers and County Councillor Grove had recently attended the Annual Parish Meeting on 6th May and had taken questions from the floor then. Their apologies were noted and accepted.
16/062            Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.


None noted
16/063
Dispensation requests.
                        None received
 
16/064             Public Participation

This item had been covered at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held earlier this evening.
16/065
Co Option.

This item had been included in error..

 16/066
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th April 2016   
                         These were agreed to be a true record and were signed by

                          the Chairman.
 16/067
County and District Councillor’s Reports.

Neither Councillors were present.
 
 16/068            Matters Arising.

Minutes of a meeting that took place at the Environment Agency in Kidderminster on 11th April 2016 were read aloud to those present. These explained the current situation at Hill Top, Cotheridge regarding fly tipping.
                        The current status is as follows:
                        as agreed, the Clerk has provided both land owners with quotes to remove the rubbish from the site. Land owners will now have the option to accept these quotes or provide their own contractors to do the work. Either way, Brendan Keegan at the Environmental Agency will be contacting them within the next couple of weeks with a view to enforcement procedures.

It is the opinion of Mr. Keegan that the Parish Council has performed its duties in this matter far beyond that which could be reasonably expected.

The Clerk had not received a reply from Jack Hegarty, Chief Executive of M.H.D.C. (see minutes 16/054).

 16/069
Planning

There had been only 1 new application (16/00353/FUL) since the last meeting and no decision notices received therefore no Planning Report was prepared for this month. Decisions on this and 4 existing applications were considered following site visits on 22nd April 2016.The Parish Council voted the following:

16/00415/OUT Wolverley Homes. Refusal recommended.

16/00323/FUL Mr.K. Barham. Refusal recommended.


16//00328/FUL Mr. Des Lehmey. Refusal recommended.. 


16/00335/FUL Simpson Estates. Approval recommended.


16/00353/FUL Simpson Estates. Refusal recommended.
 16/070           Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report.
A copy had been circulated and all payments agreed by Councillors present.

b) Clerk’s Report.
Nothing new to report for this month.
c)  Public Land Officer’s Report. 
The report had been received by email but the Clerk had had problems opening and printing it in time for tonight’s meeting.
She will follow this up.    
d) Berryfield Report
The R.O.S.P.A. safety report had highlighted a ‘high’ level score on the off road cycle track. The Berryfield Committee and the Chairman will investigate this.
The Clerk has received two quotes for cutting the grass at Berryfield and it was agreed to contract Simon Skeys for the work. A written agreement will be arranged for approximately one cut every 7-10 days during the growing season.
 16/071
Request for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief from Garden & Hire Spares, Cotheridge.

The Parish Council considered and agreed that as this business seems to be well established and indeed has expanded, it would not make any financial contributions towards this request which would allow a 50% reduction in business rates. It would however recommend a 25% discount without any financial contribution.
 16/072           Lengthsman’s Scheme renewal for 2016/2017.

This scheme continues to be successful at Parish and County Council level and the Parish Council is happy to continue its agreement with Worcestershire county Council for the forthcoming year.

 16/073
Insurance renewal for the Parish Council due 1st June 2016

A renewal had been received for £358.82 and it was agreed to renew its policy with AON for the forthcoming year.
16/074
Correspondence.


Notes of thanks had been received from the Nora Parsons Centre in Wichenford for the Council’s £300.00 contribution.


Also from the Lower Teme Valley PCC for an £1800 contribution towards building improvements at Cotheridge Church.       
 16/075
Councillor’s Reports and Items for Future Agenda.

The Clerk had been asked by Cllr. Guest to contact Paul Green from the Land Drainage Dept. requesting an update on site visits they had made together some 3 months ago along the main A44 highlighting flooding areas.
 16/076
Clerk’s salary.


All public had left the meeting at this point therefore once the Clerk and Councillor Downes had left the room, it was unanimously agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary to £10.52 per hour, to be backdated to April 2016. Hours or work to remain at 8 per week


. 
16/077            Date of next meeting Agreed for June 13th. 

                      Chairman……………………date………………….

          Treasurer’s Report-separate attachment.
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