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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 4th September, 2008, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, Miss A Buckley.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In Attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Wychavon DC, Worcs CC)
The meeting was delayed as a severe weather warning had been issued. Councillors knocked on doors to warn people in each street. Cllr Cohen cleared ditches, therefore could not attend the meeting. The meeting opened at 8pm and was adjourned to hear from Mr Marshall and Mrs Deeley (see attached notes).
The meeting reopened at 8.25pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence.
Cllr Cohen (see above). 

2. To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. None

3. Minutes of the meeting on 3rd July 2008 to be confirmed and signed. 

The minutes were signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining two seats. None

5. To review council allowances and the council asset register.

This was deferred to the next meeting.


New Items:

6. To consider the appointment of a parish lengthsman.

The council agreed to fund the difference between £2m and £5m public liability insurance for one year to enable Mr Winter to take up the position. The lengthsman agreement was signed.

7. To consider the PC response to the Wychavon flooding action plan and any further flooding issues.

The Storm Damage Working Party had studied the action plan and Cllr Butler had put together a response. Clerk to pass it on to Wychavon. 
It was also agreed that it would be a good idea to ask in the newsletter for people’s details so that a scheme for storm warnings could be implemented in the village.
Action Clerk
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Regular Items:

8. Finance:

8.1. Accounts for payment:

The following payments were approved by the council:
428 
N Power

Street Lamp Electricity

£265.82 (written btwn mtgs)
430
Clement Keys

External Auditor

£158.63
431
Worcs CALC

Training


£  17.63
432
GBD


Mowing


£610.42
433
M Hayes

Mileage


£  24.00

Action Clerk
8.2. To note any receipts:

The council had received a £585 grant from the county council towards grass cutting.

8.3. Bank reconciliation:
Jul/Aug In:
WCC



grass cutting grant
£585.00
Savings Acc Interest




£  52.61
 






£607.61
Jul/Aug Out:
Methodist Insurance

annual policy

£417.41
C Morris


clerk wages

£293.57
GBD 



mowing


£305.21
Orchid Business Services
internal audit

£  94.00
Mrs Edgar


flower tub grant

£  10.00
C Morris


clerk wages

£262.15
 





           £1,382.34

The bank reconciliation for July/August showed that in the current account, £585 had been received and £1,382.34 had been spent, leaving its total at £5,409.55. Savings account interest amounted to £52.61, increasing its total to £12,145.92. This brought the council’s total cash assets at August 31 to £17,555.47. 

8.4. To approve overtime/expenses for July/Aug 2008:

Cllr Hayes’ mileage of £24 for three trips to Worcester to attend training sessions were approved. Clerk’s expenses of £2.68 were also approved.

9. To consider any issues relating to the audits and end of year accounts:

The clerk reported that the annual return for 07-08 had been completed and an unqualified audit opinion had been given by the external auditor. The clerk had been asked (a standard question) why reserves were more than twice as much as the precept and had replied that not only were there large planning issues looming for which legal representation may be necessary, the parish was also in the process of a street lamp replacement programme.
Notices of completion of audit to be posted on the notice board by the chairman. Action Nick

10. Planning: 

10.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 

Glasshouse appeal situation.

It was agreed to allocate £1,500 of the council reserves into a fund available for a legal review of the PC case, the costs to be shared with Fladbury Parish. It was also agreed to promote the issue in the next PC newsletter and give people the chance to contribute to the fund personally if they are directly affected.
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W/08/01493/PN - Delamere, Hill Furze. Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of replacement dwelling.

After reading letters from the neighbour, members felt they need further clarification before making any comment on the above plan. Members asked the clerk to ask planning officers to ascertain correct facts regarding the development and land in question, as until parish councillors are convinced of the quality of information supplied, they could not offer any opinion on the plan.  Action Clerk

W/08/02153/PN - Greenfields, Cherry Orchard Road, Lower Moor. Three-bedroom house in garden.

Members asked the clerk to pass on the following comment to Wychavon DC: The parish council is concerned that the proposed property does not add to the flooding problems in the village. Members would ask planners to carefully study the expected surface water run-off from the proposals and would stress that the soakaway mentioned in the plans must be identified and be suitable.

10.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None

10.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.

W/08/1826/PN The Firs, Throckmorton Road, Lower Moor. Demolition and replacement of industrial building. WITHDRAWN

11. Street Lighting:

11.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults. 
None

11.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system and make decisions on which phase one lights to retain.

While waiting for the costings for a scheme to upgrade the worst nine lights, it was agreed that Cllr Butler and Holme (as street light working party members) should review which of the lamps in their opinion could be removed and which retained and their decisions could then be published in a newsletter to consult with the parish. Action Cllr Butler/Holme
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12. Playing Field

12.1. To consider progress on any repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field. -play area resurfacing project/grants. 

No updates

12.2. Request to use playing field for possible bonfire event.


A letter had been received from the organisers, who felt unable to stage the event without support of the village hall committee, which appeared unforthcoming. They had stood down and passed details of volunteers on the committee in the hope its members would continue with the project. PC members expressed their disappointment that the event appeared not to be going ahead.

13. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. No further issues

Updates:

14. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

· Flower barrel scheme for the village.
Cllr Hayes was going to talk to a home owner living near another flower barrel and offer them the grant.
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street.
No new developments
· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close.
WDC had forgotten its correspondence with the PC and had assumed that the PC did not want to take over the mowing. Clerk to liaise. 
Action Clerk
· Bus shelter repairs 
New window is ordered.
· Allotments
No new developments
· Overgrown hedge and grass cutting in Salters Lane.
Cllr Buckley reported that a county inspector had been due to inspect the state of the verge. It was agreed little could be done about the hedge and there was unlikely to be any repomse to letters from the PC while it opposed the glasshouse plans.
· Website plans. 
The county council PC website launch was due in the autumn.
· Newsletter.
A newsletter is to be complied next month.

15. To consider CALC/Training matters. No new issues.

16. To consider PACT/Police matters. No new issues.

17. To note any further reports or correspondence.

Correpondence was noted: 

· Wheelie bin second round of roadshows
· WCC Pershore Area Forum – Drakes Broughton Village Hall 29 Oct/ Bredon Village Hall 12th Nov.
· Bus bulletin – bus changes (notice put up in village)

· Wychavon, Malvern Hills and Wyre Forest Rural Communities Consultation: “There should be money to be spent on community projects in these districts, this consultation is so that you can have your say about how and where the money is spent.”
Sep 19th 9.30-4 Bank House Hotel, Bransford. 

· Latest Joint Core Strat info – consulation ongoing, councillors given information leaflet.

· WDC Consultation on planning enforcement.

Circulation: Partnership Matters/ Speaking Out/ Smart water info/ Artworks/Game On/ Wychavon Annual report/ Grass Roots grants/ Dinner dance/ community sports info/ PHS Newsletter/ Volunteer Centre newsletter/ CALC News

18. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Cllr Tucker reported: -
Wheelie bin delivery was imminent.
She had been touring the parishes with the WCC Chief Executive and explaining all the local issues. 


Items for next agenda: Joint Core Strategy/ newsletter

It was noted that it would be difficult for Cllr Holme to attend Thursday night meetings and it was not possible to meet on other nights in the parish room, so attempts were being made by councillors to change the venue in order to allow Cllr Holme to continue, therefore no date was fixed as yet.



The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk

NOTES FROM THE OPEN SESSION:

Mr Marshall, who runs the village post office and shop, explained the current situation regarding the national Post Office closure plan. He warned that although his shop was not currently on the closure list, if other shops succeeded in challenging their closures, things may change. He stressed how important it was to use the local shop and post office to ensure its survival. He said turnover had dropped significantly over the past five years and would need to greatly improve if the business was to become viable for the future. The chairman thanked him and assured him that the PC would consider ways in which it could offer support. 
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Mrs Deeley attended to speak in support of proposals to build a new house in the garden of her home - Greenfields, Cherry Orchard Road. She explained the development was for her granddaughter and answered questions from councillors. 


