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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 3rd July, 2008, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, Mr E Cohen. 
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In Attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Wychavon DC, Worcs CC)
The meeting opened at 7.42pm.

ADMIN:
1. To consider apologies for absence.
 
Cllr Buckley was on holiday. Her apology was noted and accepted.
2. To record: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability.  None
3. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting on June 12th 2008 to be confirmed and signed:

The minutes (previously circulated) were signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.
4. To consider applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining two seats:

There were no further applications.

5. To review council allowances and the council asset register.

It was agreed that the clerk would circulate information on both items ready for review at the next meeting. 

New Items:
6. To consider the appointment of a parish lengthsman.

Interviews were conducted with the chairman and vice chairman before the meeting. There were two candidates and it was agreed to appoint Mr Nick Winter from Lower Moor, subject to adequate insurance. Action Clerk


7. To consider a review of the Wychavon Way.

The council agreed that it supported the plans to divert the Wychavon Way through the parish. Clerk to write to let Wychavon know. Action Clerk


8. To consider grass cutting in Salters Lane.

The council considered that the grass was cut very poorly by county contractors. Cllr Buckley has spoken to the county highways department and an officer was due to inspect the site and speak to the contractors. Cllr Tucker noted the problem. 
Regular Items:

9. Finance:
9.1. Accounts for payment.

The following payments were approved by the council:

Orchid Business Services – internal audit - 
  
£  94.00
Methodist Insurance - 


£417.41
GBD Mowing


£305.21
G Edgar 
                      - Flower barrel grant
£  10.00

Action Clerk
9.2. To note any receipts.

The council’s saving account accrued £26.59 in interest.
9.3. Bank reconciliation. 
June in:
Interest – 

£26.59
June Out:
419
GBD
Mowing
£725.38
421
Clerk
Salary
£262.15

The Bank reconciliation for June, and the first quarter of the year, showed that receipts at the end of the month totalled £6,090.32 and spending totalled £3,148.76. There was £7,890.65 in the current account and £12,093.31in the savings account. Allowing for an unpresented cheque for £262.15, the council’s total cash assets stood at £19,721.81.

Councillors were also provided with a budget report showing council spending for the first quarter. 

9.4. To approve overtime/expenses for June 2008. 

The council approved the clerk’s expenses of £30.42 for May and June (both paid with the June salary payment). 

9.5. To consider any issues relating to the audits and end of year accounts.

The internal auditor’s report raised no issues and was accepted by the council and the annual return was signed. The council’s accounts and annual return for 2007-8 were accepted and adopted subject to no further issues raised by the external auditor. 
Action Clerk

10. Planning: 
10.1. To consider new planning applications/issues:  
Legal representation regarding the glasshouse application.

The council agreed to send two representatives (Cllrs Cohen and Butler) to meet with Fladbury PC to discuss the implications of employing an expert to represent the parish arguments at the planning inquiry. Action Cllr Cohen/Butler
10.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None

10.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.
APPROVED:
W/08/01094/PP – Proposed rear conservatory, Cherrymead, Manor Road, Lower Moor.


11. Street Lighting:
11.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults.

There had been conformation that Prysmian would look again at the fault in lamp 18 – and that general repairs would be tackled within five working days.
11.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system.

Cllr Butler and Cohen and the clerk met with John Dare from the CC and Lee Buckley from Prysmian in order to try to move the scheme forward. It was agreed:

· Cllr Butler to provide the clerk with a list of lamps which needed most urgent attention.

· Clerk to request a quote from Prysmian and from Energy Services

· PC to seek householder views and decide which lamps are necessary to reinstate

· Place order for phase one
12. Playing Field: To consider progress on any repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field. -play area resurfacing project/grants.

Cllr Cohen was continuing with a grant application. It was agreed to attempt to gather some local support with a petition in the shop, if the owner would allow. Action Cllr Cohen/Clerk
13. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues. None
Updates:
14. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:

· On-site accommodation for workers at Springhill Farm.
Wychavon’s enforcement department was dealing with any breaches of working agreements.
· Flower barrel scheme for the village.
Cllr Butler was to approach residents near the barrels. Clerk to prepare a letter of thanks for the householders to acknowledge on receipt of their £10 grant.
· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street. 
This was being considered by the highways department. Cllr Tucker said she would also ask for a progress report, particularly with regard to the problems in Bridge Street.
· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close.  No news
· The current flooding situation and spending of the grant.
There had been further activity jetting drains in the village. The chairman was continuing liaison with David Lavender. Cllr Tucker confirmed that the Wychavon action group report for Hill and Moor was due to be published in mid-July.
· Bus shelter repairs. Ongoing.
· Allotments. Cllr Hayes confirmed that a notice had been placed in the parish magazine.

· Overgrown hedge, Salters Lane.
Wychavon had sent through information on high hedge laws but it seemed they would not apply in non-domestic settings. Papers to be passed to Cllr Buckley for information.
15. To consider CALC/Training matters. 

Cllr Hayes was interested in attending sessions.

16. To consider PACT/Police matters.

PC Toms had sent information after the last meeting relating to accidents involving dogs, of which there had been one in the past year. He said he would have difficulty conducting speed checks in certain areas of the village but he would speak to local businesses.

17. To note any further reports or correspondence.

Cllr Tucker spoke about the wheelie bin information sessions being staged locally.

It was confirmed that the clerk should prepare a newsletter.


· It was noted that there were moves to reinstate the village bonfire/fireworks display. 

· Cllr Hayes confirmed that he had attended the Smart Water meeting.

· Mr Floyd had informed the PC that the car park gate was difficult to lock. Action Cllr Butler
· Grants were available for older people’s activities

· Policing Matters – ‘Have Your Say’ meeting 7-9pm July 9th , Civic Centre.

· Wychavon Climate Change Action Plan was noted and put for circulation.

Correspondence envelope: Worcestershire Warden/ Parish Matters Mag/Wychavon Summer Arts info/  Worcestershire Community Action Partnership

18. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

The next meeting of the parish council was scheduled for September  4th  .



The meeting closed at 9.43pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk


