

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 May 2016.

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr S Seymour, Mrs A Jones, Mr B Porter, Mr M Gloster, 


Mr D Fereday, Mr R Nash
In attendance:   Ms S Rouse (District Cllr – part meeting), Mr P Tuthill (County councillor – part meeting)



Mr A Warburton (District councillor – part meeting), J Barker (clerk)


4 members of the public (part meeting)


Mr D Manning (part meeting)

29/16
Apologies
There were apologies from Mr P King, Mr G Jones and Mr P Hawkins
30/16
a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) 

Mr R Nash declared an interest in item 34/16 – planning application 16/00541/REM
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests 
None
Open Forum
Planning application 16/00501/FUL - Residents Lucy Watts and Andrew Johnson drew attention to the parking problems caused by Hamilton House Care Home and raised concern that further expansion would exacerbate the problem. The chairman noted Mr Johnson’s letter and confirmed it had been circulated to all councillors.
David Manning – Rural Communities Programme

Mr Manning gave an overview of the programme that has been working with community groups in Wychavon with the aim of supporting older and vulnerable people to remain independent within their local community.  The programme is seeking four communities to pilot the project in Malvern Hills and would be keen to include Leigh & Bransford due to the aging demographic profile and dispersed rural population. The programme would involve a group of officers and volunteers knocking on the doors of around 100-120 targeted residents, referring them to services that might be able to support them and finding out what issues they face. This information is then fed back to the parish council, and can be useful in neighbourhood planning and when targeting funding etc. So far in Wychavon over 450 referrals have been made. 

Mr Manning asked that the parish council consider taking part in the pilot project and to think about what locations might be suitable for locating a community folder with information on services and which residents might be targeted. 

The matter was discussed. Mr Manning confirmed that residents would receive a postcard a few days in advance warning them of the visit and project workers would carry ID. It was agreed that the project would be particularly helpful for people without access to the internet and would be debated further at the next meeting. 
The parish council meeting was reconvened.
31/16
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 March were proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Porter, and approved unanimously.
32/16
Reports from representatives of other bodies:
a) Worcestershire County Council 
Councillor Tuthill was expected later in the meeting.
b) Malvern Hills District Council
Refuse collection
MHDC will meet with Wychavon to discuss possible joint working on refuse collection. The matter was discussed, it being noted that the now Labour controlled Worcester City council will not go down this route and Malvern Hills alone would not be attractive to private contractors due to the rural population distribution. It was agreed that Malvern Hills would be better off retaining independent control of its refuse function and maintaining weekly collections and that the parish council should lobby the District Council to this effect when the matter goes to committee.
Potholes
There is a large pothole outside The Fox. The matter to be reported.

33/16
Updates on highways matters arising from previous minutes
1) Overhanging hedges – A4103 opposite Lynn Close turning, Suckley Road, Sherridge Lane
The hedge opposite Lynn Close is still overgrown and it was noted that the Bank House hedge still needs cutting. The hedge on Suckley Road has been cut back, though is still reducing the width of the path.
2) Blocked drains – Sherridge Road and opposite The Fox

The drains opposite The Fox have been cleared; Sherridge work is ongoing.
3) Ditch clearance – Leigh Road

The drainage officer is writing to Mr Tooby.
4) Pothole repairs

 
 All potholes – with the exception of the one outside The Fox – have been dealt with.
5) Parking in Leigh Sinton


 The matter is ongoing and the local police have been kept up to date and can be contacted by         residents having difficulties with blocked footways. The ongoing consultation to make all on-pavement parking illegal was noted.
6) A4103/B4104 junction


 The matter is ongoing.
7) A4103 – areas marked for repair not dealt with


 All repairs have now been completed.
8) Damaged road surface by manhole cover – Leigh Sinton


 A repair has been carried out but not properly completed. The chairman to follow up.
9) A4103 flooding – request for culvert improvement at Chapel Lane


 The matter is ongoing. 
10) Ruts at the side of the road - Leigh

The matter is ongoing. 
The County and District Councillors left the meeting at this point and Mr Seymour took over as chairman for the item on planning.
34/16
Planning
a) Minutes of the planning meeting held on 26 April 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Nash and accepted unanimously.
b) Updates on ongoing planning matters 
None
Councillor Tuthill joined the meeting at 8.00pm
c) Planning applications received 
	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Notes

	16/04
	16/00605/CLE
	Certificate of lawfulness for an existing use to establish whether 1 & 2 Woodland View, Leigh Sinton are restricted by agricultural occupancy restrictions
	1 & 2 Woodland View
Malvern Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DZ
	Approval proposed by JS
seconded by DF

All in favour
	n/a

	16/05
	16/00541/REM
	Construction of 2 detached dwellings
	Sinton Meadow
Stocks Lane

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DY
	Approval
Proposed by MG

Seconded by JS

All in favour
	n/a

	16/06
	16/00501/FUL
	Change of use from care home for up to six residents to a care home for up to seven residents (Class C2) and erection of single storey garden building
	Hamilton House
Malvern Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DZ
	Refusal
Proposed by MG

Seconded by JS

All in favour
	Note 1

	16/07
	16/00689/HOU
	Single storey side and rear extensions
	Keafield farm
Leigh

WR6 5AN
	Approval
Proposed by DF

Seconded by RN

6 in favour, 0 against with 1 abstention
	n/a


Note 1.

Leigh & Bransford Parish Council recommend refusal of planning application 16/00501/FUL on the following grounds:

- The design of the garden building is poor and not in keeping with other buildings in the village.

- There are insufficient parking facilities at the site for the current level of use. Increasing the number of residents would exacerbate the existing parking problem.

- A recent Care Council report noted concerns about the safety and security of residents. Given this, the parish council would not recommend approving an increase in the number of residents on the site.

- The security of residents would be further reduced while building work is carried out.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC
16/00071/FUL

Our Place, Bransford

Extension


Approval
16/00217/FUL

Bank Farm, Brockamin

Grain store & track

Approval

16/00178/FUL

Land at Ashfields

Single dwelling


Refusal

15/000039/REG3 
Leigh & Bransford School
School expansion

Approval
e) Neighbourhood plan update

  Peter King had given apologies and reported there was no update on his report to the parish meeting on 10 May. It was noted that Yanne Tooby has joined the NDP group. 
Item 32/16(a) 
Councillor Tuthill reported that Malvern Town had just elected a new mayor and outlined the recent WCC cabinet re-shuffle. He will chair a committee looking at footways in the county. The matter was discussed and he agreed to look into whether joint cycle/footways fall within his remit. 
35/16
 Updates on matters arising in previous minutes


a) Allotment provision 
At the parish meeting Yanne Tooby had talked about promoting grow-your-own and it was suggested issue of allotments at The Fold is raised again. 
b) Dangerous trees on land near Leigh Church 
The landowner has been informed.
c) Dog fouling – Leigh Sinton

The matter is ongoing. Graham Jones is still spraying and a new litter bin is to be located at Sherridge Lane to facilitate disposal. It was suggested that leaflets are handed out to dog-walkers advising them of bin locations. Mrs Jones requested a no-fouling sign for the footpath alongside her house. 

Footpaths – the new bridge is too high and needs a ramp. The chairman to follow-up.
d) List of waste bin locations

There are seven large bins throughout the parish and one small post bin on Malvern Road. The asset register to be updated as necessary.

e) Re-design of parish website
The re-design is ongoing.
f) Update re s106 funding suggestions
Councillor Tuthill has the list and has discussed this with WCC Highways department. No further update.

g) Clarification re the need for the parish council to pay NI contributions for the clerk

The chairman reported that NI contributions do need to be paid.

h) Complaint re burning of scrap materials – Suffield Close

The matter is being dealt with the housing association.

i) Damage to grass verge during building works – Elmhurst Farm

The matter was reported to MHDC planning and referred to WCC highways.

j) Cleaning of village gates

The chairman to ask the Lengthsman to clean them.

k) Enquiry re cutting back of trees – entrance to Orchard Way

Following enquiries it appears the trees are the responsibility of Fortis Housing Association and they cut them back. 

l) Maintenance of community garden – Leigh Sinton

Councillor Rouse had noted that the garden was looking very untidy and badly needed weeding.

The chairman reported that the gardener was now working on it and that he had sprayed the weeds. 

m) Enquiry re signage at Guinness Park Farm

Mr Ralph confirmed that he would deal with the matter.

36/16
To consider an application for Discretionary Rural Rate Relief – The Post Office, Sinton House, Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton

Following discussion Mr Seymour proposed the application be supported, Mr Porter seconded and it was agreed unanimously.  
37/16
Finance

a) Accounts paid – meeting 26 April

Playsafety Ltd


Rospa report




£79.80

J Barker



Clerk – April 




£723.13


Worcs CALC


Membership fee 2016/17


£843.14


PA Gardiner


Grass cutting




£36.00


BGS



Lengthsman & VAS – March


£149.00


BGS



Lengthsman – April



£255.00


BGS



VAS – April




£40.50


Noticeboard Company

Noticeboards




£2826.00


The Fold


Annual meeting costs



£58.50


Black Pear 


Grass cutting




£66.00


Zurich



Insurance 2016/17



£536.35
b) Accounts passed for payment

P Butts



Internal audit 




£125.00

Glasdon UK


Litter bin -1




£302.41


J Barker



Clerk – May




£747.58

Glasdon UK


Litter bin - 2




£302.41

Payments proposed by Mr Seymour, seconded by Mr Fereday and agreed unanimously. 


b)  Balances

Current account
(at 29.04.2016)





£34,279.35



Savings account
(at 29.04.2016)





£4,874.85
38/16   Reports of committees and working groups
a. Footpath working Group 
The chairman noted Mr Saunder’s report to the parish meeting and agreed to look into the issues raised.
b. Memorial Hall 
The chairman reported that he had attended the latest Memorial Hall meeting. A new floor is to be laid once the playgroup has moved out and an engineer has been engaged to look into the new heating. 
39/16
Councillors reports and items for future consideration

The chairman and Mr Seymour are looking into the issue of registering The Royal Oak as a community 
asset.

Mr Seymour noted the community training bus which is available for hire for meetings, training 
sessions etc.


The Lengthsman has reported that grass cuttings are not being cleared up and are blocking drains. The 
clerk to include in the Sphere report.


Concern was raised over the speed of vehicles passing through the villages and more enforcement 
requested. The chairman agreed to raise the matter with the safer roads partnership when the VAS data is 
forwarded.


Concern was raised about road safety during a cycle race that had passed through the parish at the 
weekend. At times cyclists covered the full width of the road and a steward was stepping out with a red 
flag to stop traffic. The clerk to contact the police to check what permission the organising club (Velo 
Club Malvern) had obtained, what signage should be up, whether there should have been notification 
that it would take place and whether they are able to use flags to stop the traffic.



A tree preservation order was noted relating to an oak tree at 2 Clewer Croft and an orchard on land 
neighbouring Malvern Road, Leigh Sinton.

40/16
Date and time of next meeting 


Planning Committee Meeting – Tuesday 28 June

Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 26 July 


Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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